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Temple protest: Azad, 

95 others arrested 

NEW DELHI 

The police on Thursday 
arrested 96 people, including 
Bhim Army chief 
Chandrashekhar Azad, on 
charges of rioting and 
unlawful assembly following 
violent protest in the 
Tughlakabad area on 
Wednesday against the 
demolition of a temple. They 
were produced in a court 
which remanded them in 
14-day police custody. 

CITY ►PAGE 3 


Delhi NSUI chief 
blackens Savarkar bust 

NEW DELHI 

Protesting against the 
unauthorised installation of 
the bust of V.D.Savarkar, 
along with those of Bhagat 
Singh and Subhas Chandra 
Bose inside the Delhi 
University campus, Delhi 
State president of the 
National Students' Union of 
India Akshay Lakra blackened 
Savarkar's bust and 
garlanded it with footwear on 
Thursday. 

city ►pages 


Husband held in DMRC 
engineer's death case 

NEW DELHI 

The autopsy report of a 
26-year-old engineer with 
the DMRC, who was declared 
brought dead at a hospital on 
Sunday, has stated that the 
woman died of asphyxiation 
due to strangulation, the 
police said on Thursday. Her 
husband has been arrested, 
they added. 
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Open Session 


Ethics Case Studies 
& Interaction with 

varun Kumar Baranwal (ias 2014 ) 

24 th & 25 th August 62PM-4PM 

Chanakya Mandal Pariwar, ORN, New Delhi. 
Registration: 8308837038 , 8308837032 
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Macron: no space for third 
party mediation in Kashmir 

India to receive first Rafale fighter jet next month: Modi 



Boost to ties: PM Modi and President Emmanuel Macron 
before their meeting at Chateau of Chantilly. ■ reuters 


Chidambaram in CBI custody 

Delhi court grants 5-day remand for his interrogation in the INX Media case 



No relief: P. Chidambaram leaving the CBI court in 
New Delhi on Thursday, -sandeep saxena 


SUHA SINI HAIDAR 

NEW DELHI 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and French President 
Emmanuel Macron on 
Thursday discussed the go¬ 
vernment’s move to suspend 
Article 370 in Jammu and 
Kashmir and split the State 
into two Union Territories. 

Briefing the media in 
Chantilly after one-on-one 
talks that lasted more than 
90 minutes, Mr. Macron said 
France would support any 
policy that would give the re¬ 
gion “stability”, adding that 
no one should “provoke vio¬ 
lence” there. 

‘Sovereign issue’ 

“Prime Minister Modi ex¬ 
plained the decisions to me, 
and said that this is a sove¬ 
reign issue for India. France 
believes that the issue of 
Kashmir should be resolved 
between India and Pakistan, 
and no other party should 
be involved,” Mr. Macron 
said. 


“We would like to support 
any policy that keeps the sit¬ 
uation stable and free from 
terror. I will be speaking to 
the Pakistan PM shortly, and 
would say to him that this is¬ 
sue must be resolved bilater¬ 
ally as well,” he added. 

Thanking the French go¬ 
vernment for its support on 
security and countering 
“cross-border terror”, Mr. 
Modi said India and France 


had finalised several steps to 
strengthen their strategic 
partnership. 

He also said India was 
looking forward to the first 
delivery of the Rafael fighter 
jets in September. “In the 
past, India and France have 
walked together and fought 
fascism and extremism to¬ 
gether,” Mr. Modi said. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 


NIRNIMESH KUMAR 
DEVE SH K. PANDEY 

NEW DELHI 

A Delhi court on Thursday 
remanded senior Congress 
leader and former Union Fi¬ 
nance Minister P. Chidamba¬ 
ram to the Central Bureau of 
Investigation’s custody for 
five days for interrogation in 
the INX Media case. He was 
arrested on Wednesday 
night. 

The CBI sought his custo¬ 
dy to unearth the “larger 
conspiracy”, stating that he 
had tremendous potential of 
not cooperating in the probe 
as he was highly intelligent. 

Remanding him in custo¬ 
dy till August 26, additional 
sessions judge Ajay Kumar 
Kuhar said, “It is impressed 
upon the investigating agen¬ 
cy to ensure that the perso¬ 
nal dignity of the accused is 
not violated in any manner.” 

‘Remand justified’ 

“Considering all the facts 
and circumstances of the 
case as brought to the notice 
of the court, I am of the view 
that police custody remand 


of accused P. Chidambaram 
is justified,” the judge said in 
a 10-page order. 

Despite objections raised 
by the agency, the court per¬ 
mitted Mr. Chidambaram to 
make his submission in per¬ 
son. Submitting that he had 
answered all the CBI ques¬ 
tions, he denied having any 
bank accounts abroad. He, 
however, said his son Karti 
had an overseas bank ac¬ 
count with the RBI’s 
approval. 


Arguing for the CBI, Solic¬ 
itor General Tushar Mehta 
said the accused was sum¬ 
moned, and he joined the 
probe on June 6, 2018. He 
was further interrogated af¬ 
ter his arrest. However, he 
evaded questions and did 
not respond to the docu¬ 
ments shown to him, Mr. 
Mehta said. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 
THIS IS TO SILENCE MY FATHER, 
SAYS KARTI ►PAGE 12 


Cong.: murder 
of democracy 

The Centre is using the CBI 
and the Enforcement 
Directorate for “personal 
revenge” and the arrest of 
former Finance Minister P. 
Chidambaram amounts to a 
“broad daylight murder of 
democracy and the rule of 
law”. Congress chief 
spokesperson Randeep 
Surjewala said on Thursday. 

► PAGE 12 


Depressing, 
says Mamata 

The way a legal matter 
pertaining to the former 
Finance Minister, P. 
Chidambaram, is being 
handled is very sad and 
depressing. West Bengal 
Chief Minister and 
Trinamool Congress leader 
Mamata Banerjee said on 
Thursday. ► page 12 


‘Afghan, Pashtun fighters poised to enter J&IC 

Over 100 trained militants positioned by Pak. at LoC, warn intelligence inputs 


Trump suggests India should 
fight Islamic State in Afghanistan 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Intelligence inputs have 
warned that Pakistan is re¬ 
cruiting Afghan and Pashtun 
fighters for infiltration into 
Kashmir, and over 100 of 
them are positioned at va¬ 
rious launchpads along the 
Line of Control (LoC). 

“There have also been 
specific intelligence inputs 
that the Pakistan-based ter¬ 
ror group Jaish-e-Moham- 
mad has deployed over a do¬ 
zen Afghan and Pathan 
terrorists for Border Action 
Team attempts, comprising 
Afghan militants and highly 


FATF wing may 
blacklist Pak. 

After being greylisted at the 
Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF) plenary, Pakistan 
faces being put on the 
blacklist of the FATF’s Asia 
affiliate, Asia-Pacific Group 
(APG), that will conclude its 
meetings on Friday. ► page 13 


trained Special Services 
Group (SSG) of the Pakistan 
Army and for infiltration into 
the Lipa valley in north 


Top-level meet 
on Kashmir 

The Secretaries of the Union 
Ministries will meet on 
August 28 to discuss the 
implementation of the 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Reorganisation Act, 2019, 
that will come into effect on 
October 31. ►page 13 


Kashmir,” defence sources 
said. They added that Pakis¬ 
tan is desperately trying to 
keep the LoC active in an at¬ 


tempt to keep international 
focus on Kashmir in the af¬ 
termath of recent develop¬ 
ments there. 

The inputs have also 
warned of attempts by terro¬ 
rists to carry out attacks in 
major cities, the sources ad¬ 
ded. 

On the situation in Kash¬ 
mir, which remains under a 
security clampdown, offi¬ 
cials said relaxing of restric¬ 
tions had to be calibrated to 
prevent violence. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 
NO POINT IN TALKING TO INDIA, 
SAYS IMRAN KHAN ► PAGE 14 


Says Pakistan 
is fighting it 
‘very, very little’ 

SRIRA M LAKSHMAN 

WASHINGTON 

U.S. President Donald 
Trump named India as one 
of the countries that ought 
to be fighting the Islamic 
State (IS) in Afghanistan. He 
also appeared to suggest 
that Russia, Iran, Turkey, Af¬ 
ghanistan and Pakistan were 
countries that should be 
fighting the IS in 
Afghanistan. 



Donald Trump 


“Look, India is right 
there. They’re not fighting it; 
we’re fighting it. Pakistan is 
right next door. They’re 
fighting it very little - very, 
very little. It’s not fair,” Mr. 


Trump said in the White 
House. He was responding 
to a question whether he 
was concerned about the 
potential re-emergence of 
the IS in Afghanistan and 
how that might impact his 
plans to withdraw troops 
from that country. 

On Tuesday, Mr. Trump 
had said the U.S. would not 
completely withdraw from 
Afghanistan but “always 
have intelligence [in Afghan¬ 
istan] ” and “always have so¬ 
mebody there”. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 


Rajasthan’s free medicine 
scheme gets first rank 


Nine parties join DMK-led protest 

They sought the release of political leaders in Kashmir 



Coming-together: Ghulam Nabi Azad, Sitaram Yechury and 
Brinda Karat at the protest in Delhi on Thursday, -r.v. moorthy 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Nine Opposition parties on 
Thursday participated in a 
protest led by the Dravida 
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK), 
demanding the immediate 
release of the political lead¬ 
ers detained in Kashmir and 
restoration of communica¬ 
tion services in the Valley. 

The protest is likely to be 
the first in a series. Sources 
said all those who were pre¬ 
sent would meet soon to 
chart out a plan for a coun¬ 
trywide protest. 

“We discussed the need to 
take the protest further to 
convert it into a campaign. 
We may meet tomorrow or 


day after to plan similar 
meets in every State capital 
to apprise the citizens of the 
true situation in Kashmir and 
counter the misinformation 
campaign run by the govern¬ 
ment,” a top Opposition lead¬ 
er said. The protest was at¬ 
tended by the Congress, the 


TMC, the CPI(M), the CPI, the 
SP, the RJD, the National Con¬ 
ference, the MDMK and the 
Jan Lolc Tantrik Party. Politi¬ 
cal activist Shehla Rashid too 
was present. 

*A GREAT JOKE* ►PAGE 13 
UN TEAM ALLEGES VIOLATION OF 
RIGHTS IN KASHMIR ► PAGE 13 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

JAIPUR 

The National Health Mission 
has given first rank to Rajas¬ 
than among 16 States in the 
implementation of its flag¬ 
ship free medicine scheme. 
The performance of States 
was assessed on the basis of 
parameters such as stock of 
drugs, value of drugs about 
to expire and compliance 
with the drugs and vaccine 
distribution management 
system. 

Chief Minister Ashok Geh- 
lot had launched the scheme 
on October 2, 2011, during 
his previous tenure, for pro¬ 
viding free drugs to patients 
coming to public health facil¬ 
ities. The initiative was 


aimed at reducing out-of- 
pocket expenditure of pa¬ 
tients suffering from cancer, 
heart and kidney-related dis¬ 
eases as well as other serious 
ailments. 

Medical and Health Minis¬ 
ter Raghu Sharma said here 
on Thursday that it was the 
Congress regime’s “dream 
project” in which 104 new 
medicines were added after 
the formation of the new go¬ 
vernment in December 2018. 
A record number of 712 med¬ 
icines were being given at 
present, he said. “Since 2011, 
as many as 67 crore patients 
have benefited from the 
scheme. About 2.25 lakh pa¬ 
tients get free medicines ev¬ 
ery day,” Mr. Sharma said. 


Shivamogga villagers opt for self-help, build bridge 

Guided by three carpenters, 75 residents reconstructed the structure that was washed away by floods 


P. M. VEERENDRA 

SHIVAMOGGA 

Many hands make light work, 
goes the adage. And when a 
bridge that served as their 
only link to the outer world 
got washed away in the 
monsoon fury earlier this 
month, the residents of 
Brahmanakeppige of 
Shivamogga district in 
Karnataka did not wait for 
official help - they came 
together and built themselves 
a new bridge. 

The hamlet in Tumari 
panchayat, in the backwaters 
of the Linganamakki 
reservoir now has a spanking 
new wooden bridge, which 



took less than a day to build. 

After the reservoir was 
constructed across the 
Sharavathi river near 
Linganamakki for power 
generation in 1962, as many 
as six panchayats in the 
Shivamogga district, 
including Tumari, became 
islands in its backwaters. At 
present, two barges provided 
by the Department of Ports 
and Inland Water 
Transportation are the only 
means of transportation for 
nearly 30,000 residents of 
these panchayats. 

Only link 

The president of the Tumari 




Brahmanakeppige residents 
carry out the work in 
Shivamogga district, -special 

ARRANGEMENT 

Grama Panchayat, 
Sathyanarayan G.T., told The 
Hindu that for 80 families of 
Brahmanakeppige, the only 
link to the outer world was a 



wooden bridge across the 
Kalkattu rivulet, a tributary 
of the Sharavathi river. 

When the bridge was 
washed away on August 9, 
Brahmanakeppige became an 
island within an island, he 
said. The elected 
representatives and officials 
who visited the spot assured 
the villagers that another 
bridge would be constructed. 

“But the people here 
realised that if the bridge 
work is to be executed by the 
government, it could take 
months as the proposal 
needs clearances at multiple 
levels. So, it was decided to 
rebuild it using 



shramadaan,” said 
Manjunath, a resident. 

Work commenced on 
August 17 at 7.30 a.m. Using 
locally available wooden logs 
and arecanut trees, the 
citizens completed the 
construction by 4.30 p.m. 
The workforce comprised of 
75 people, including women. 
Lokanna, Manju and 
Lakshman, who are 
carpenters, supervised the 
construction. 

The Grama Panchayat 
provided ?15,000 to meet the 
expenses. The 100-metre 
bridge is now open for 
pedestrians and two- 
wheelers. 



EPFO to restore commutation of pension 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Providing relief to 6.3 lakh 
pensioners, retirement fund 
body Employees’ Provident 
Fund Organisation (EPFO) 
has approved a proposal to 


restore commutation of pen¬ 
sion, or advance part-with¬ 
drawal, under the Em¬ 
ployees’ Pension Scheme. 
The move would benefit the 
pensioners who had opted 
for commutation and got a 


lump sum amount at the 
time of retirement before 
2009. The provision for 
commutation of pension 
was withdrawn by the EPFO 
in 2009. 

DETAILS ON ►PAGE 9 
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Office of 

Superintending Engineer, 

6th Circle, HPPWD, Kullu-175101 
Ph. 01902-222530 
E-Mail :hp-kul@nic.in 


The Superintending Engineer, 6th Circle HPPWD, Kullu on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh 
invites 2nd time the item rate bids in electronic tendering system from the eligible contractors registered 
with HPPWD for the works as detailed in the table. 


Sr. 

No. 

Name of work 

Estimated 

Cost 

(Rs.in Lacs) 

Starting Date 
for downloading 
Bid 

Earnest 

Money 
(In Lacs) 

Deadline for 
submission 
of Bid 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

Construction of 40.00 
mtr. Span Steel Truss 
Bridge over Plachan 
Khad on Bathad to 
Shill Shrungar road at 
RD. 0/015. (SH:-C/0 Sub 
Structure, Super Structure 
and approaches under 
PMGSY 2018-19 

Batch-11 Package 

No.HP-06-85) 

191.23 

09-08-2019 

3.83 

23-08-2019 



The bidders are advised to note other details of the tenders from the website www.pmgsytenders.gov.in 

Sd/- 

Superintending Engineer, 
6th Circle HPPWD, Kullu 
PIN -175101 
Telephone No. 01902-222530 
Email - hp-kul@nic.in 
On behalf of 

HP/1554/19-20 Governor of Himachal Pradesh 


Matrimonial firm to pay for 
failing to provide services 

Consumer forum directs company to refund money with fine 


IN BRIEF 


North body schools to 
hold 'Child Safety Week' 

NEW DELHI 

The North Delhi Municipal 
Corporation has directed its 
schools to observe a "Child 
Safety Week" from 
September 9-14, during 
which children will be 
explained about the concept 
of a "safe touch", pti 



Music: "Duo Cziffra", a four hand 
and solo piano concert by two pian¬ 
ists, Ludmilla Guilmault and Jean- 
Noel Dubois at M.L. Bhartia Auditor¬ 
ium, Alliance Francaise de Delhi, 
Lodhi Road, 7 p.m. 

Exhibition: "Recapturing the mar¬ 
vels of Rajasthan", a solo exhibition 
of acrylic on canvas, soft pastels on 
paper, water colour on paper and 
mixed media by Priyanka Banerjee at 
Convention Centre Foyer, India Hab¬ 
itat Centre (IHC), 11 a.m.-7 p.m. 

Exhibition: "The Nature of Things", 
a solo painting exhibition by Kota 
Neelima at Visual Arts Gallery, IHC, 
11 a.m.-7 p.m. 

Exhibition: "In Search of the Celes¬ 
tial", an exhibition of sculptures by 
Sandip Chakraborty at Triveni Gal¬ 
lery, Triveni Kala Sangam, 205, 
Tansen Marg, 11 a.m.-8 p.m. 

(Mail your listings for this column at 
cityeditordelhirathehindu.co.in) 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A district consumer dis¬ 
putes redressal forum here 
has directed a company pro¬ 
viding matrimonial services 
to compensate a complai¬ 
nant by paying 00,000 af¬ 
ter it was alleged that the 
company failed to arrange 
for meetings with “prospec¬ 
tive suitors” despite the 
complainant paying the de¬ 
posit amount. 

Noting that the complai¬ 
nant approached the com¬ 
pany called “Royal Matrimo¬ 
nial Services” after seeing 
newspaper advertisements, 
the Bench observed, “The 
complainant got the impres¬ 
sion that the company was 
providing professionalised 
matrimonial services.” 

Expert team 

It was also alleged that the 
company assured the com¬ 
plainant that it had an “exp¬ 
ert team of counsellors and 
coordinators who would 
meet the daughter of the 
complainant, who was look¬ 
ing for marriage alliance 


The cheque was 
W encashed by the 
company but no 
profile was sent, 
norany 

coordinator was 
appointed. The 
company had 
been putting off 
the complainant 
on one pretext or 
the other 

DISTRICT CONSUMER DISPUTES 
REDRESSAL FORUM 

and shall ascertain the liking 
and disliking and according¬ 
ly forward the profiles.” 

“Owner of the company 
also assured that coordina¬ 
tors shall provide services in 
searching for suitable pro¬ 
files and arrange meetings 
with the people for whom 
the complainant shall give 
approval or consent,” read 
the allegations in the order. 

‘Process was delayed’ 

However, it was alleged that 
despite paying £20,000 for 
a package that was “valid for 


six months”, the company 
kept delaying the process. 

“... the cheque was en¬ 
cashed by the company but 
no profile was sent nor any 
coordinator was appointed. 
The company had been put¬ 
ting off the complainant on 
one pretext or the other,” 
the Bench observed. 

Noting that the company 
did not refute the allega¬ 
tions made against it, the 
Bench observed, “The com¬ 
plainant has substantiated 
the contents of his com¬ 
plaint by leading evidence... 
the documents placed on re¬ 
cord also support the case of 
the complainant. Even oth¬ 
erwise, we have no reason 
to disbelieve the unchal¬ 
lenged and unrebutted testi¬ 
mony of the complainant.” 

Additional compensation 

Directing the company to re¬ 
fund the amount paid by the 
complainant, the district fo¬ 
rum further ordered an ad¬ 
ditional compensation of 
H0,000 to be paid to the lat¬ 
ter on account of harass¬ 
ment. 


DCW busts 
sex racket, 
two rescued 

STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi Commission for 
Women (DCW) on Thurs¬ 
day busted an online sex 
racket in Nand Nagri and 
rescued a 15-year-old girl 
and 30-year-old woman. 

The commission said 
that action was taken fol¬ 
lowing a complaint re¬ 
ceived on August 14 about a 
20-year-old woman from 
Krishna Nagar going alleg¬ 
edly missing. 

“When the DCW team 
met the family on Wednes¬ 
day, the sister of the mis¬ 
sing girl informed the team 
about other missing girls. 
To verify her claims, when 
the team visited Nand Na¬ 
gri, we found the 15-year- 
old girl and the 30-year-old 
woman on the premises. 
The owner was arrested by 
the police,” said a DCW 
official. 

The official added, “The 
15-year-old girl informed 
that she was lured into a 
‘high paying job’ by a 
friend. She was told that it 
was a typing job but was in¬ 
stead forced into a sex rack¬ 
et since February this 
year.” 
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Chidambaram case: BJP 
questions CM’s silence 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi BJP unit on 
Thursday questioned 
Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal’s silence on 
the proceedings against 
former Union Minister 
and senior Congress 
leader P. 

Chidambaram. 

Launching the attack 
against the AAP nation¬ 
al convener was dis¬ 
qualified Karawal Na¬ 
gar MLA and Mr. 
Kejriwal’s former Cabi¬ 
net colleague Kapil 
Mishra. 

“Why the silence 
@ArvindKejriwal are 
you in shock? It was 
outside this very Chi¬ 
dambaram’s residence 
that people braved ba¬ 
ton blows during the 
Anna movement. His 
[Mr. Chidambaram’s] 
name was on top of the 
list of the corrupt. To¬ 
day Lalu [Prasad Ya- 
dav] [Robert] Vadra are 
within reach [of investi¬ 
gation agencies]. Why 
aren’t you congratulat¬ 
ing Modi ji. [sic],” Mr. 
Mishra, who joined the 
BJP last Saturday, 
tweeted in Hindi. 

Mr. Mishra’s tweet 
was followed by a col¬ 
lage of screenshots of 
Mr. Kejriwal’s tweets 
against Mr. Chidamba¬ 
ram from July 2012 
when he, as part of the 



Arvind Kejriwal 

team Anna movement, 
had protested outside 
Mr. Chidambaram’s 
residence. 

CCTV installation 

Meanwhile, Delhi BJP 
chief Manoj Tiwari al¬ 
leged that Mr. Kejriwal 
had forgotten most of 
the promises made to 
the people of Delhi 
prior to the 2015 As¬ 
sembly elections. 

“The claim of the 
Kejriwal government 
on installation of 
2,80,000 CCTV came¬ 
ras in entire Delhi 
through advertise¬ 
ments in almost all the 
big newspapers at the 
cost of public money is 
completely false...AAP 
is misleading the peo¬ 
ple of Delhi at the cost 
of public exchequer,” 
he alleged. 


‘New Cong, office has not 
obtained green clearance’ 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The new headquarters 
of the Indian National 
Congress near ITO, 
which is under con¬ 
struction, has not ob¬ 
tained “consent to op¬ 
erate” under the Water 
Act and Air Act, the 
Delhi Pollution Control 
Committee (DPCC) 
said, according to doc¬ 
uments available with 
them. 

Environment activist 
Vilcrant Tongad said, “It 
is a must for them [Con¬ 
gress] to take the con¬ 
sent and also get envi¬ 
ronmental clearance. 
As per information 
available with us, they 
are using groundwater 
and illegally cutting 
down trees.” 

Necessary consents 

Senior officials of the 
DPCC said that they 
were still finding out 
whether these consents 
are necessary for the 
building, as the re¬ 
quirement of the con¬ 
sent depends on the 


floor area of each build¬ 
ing. 

The DPCC had also 
written to the INC on 
August 20 to get further 
details on the issue. 
“We are still looking in¬ 
to whether the Con¬ 
gress building needs 
these consents as only 
buildings above a cer¬ 
tain floor area requires 
them,” a senior official 
said. 

Mr. Tongad said this 
is the first time the 
DPCC has accepted that 
the office does not have 
consent, and added 
that earlier, the DPCC 
had said that the con¬ 
sents were required on¬ 
ly for buildings above 
20,000 square metres. 

In February, the 
Congress was issued a 
notice by the court of 
the Financial Commis¬ 
sioner of Delhi, acting 
on an application by 
Mr. Tongad, alleging 
violation of pollution- 
control norms during 
construction of the par¬ 
ty’s new office on Kotla 
Road. 
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Temple row: locals angry at 
mob for damaging properties 

Residents say had police not used force, there would have been mass casualties 


HEMANIBHANDARI 

NEW DELHI 

A day after a clash broke out 
between the police and the 
protesters demanding that 
the authorities rebuild Ravi- 
das temple in Tughlakabad, 
the locals said the unruly 
mob damaged their proper¬ 
ties and created panic in the 
area. 

Recalling the Wednesday 
evening violence, the locals 
said had the police not used 
force, the incident would 
have led to mass casualties. 

Kamal Gupta, owner of Bi¬ 
kaner Sweets in Tughlaka¬ 
bad Extension street number 
17 where the clash erupted, 
said: “The mob not only 
threw the counters outside 
my shop but also broke the 
CCTV camera.” 

“Around 7 p.m., the police 
asked us to shut the shops af¬ 
ter they saw the crowd ap- 



; SHrefUB' ' 

CRPF officers at the site 
where the demolition was 
carried out in Tughlakabad 
Extension, on Thursday. 

■HEMANI BHANDARI 

proaching Tughlakabad Ex¬ 
tension barricade. We 
immediately pulled down 
the shutters. I had a few cus¬ 
tomers inside who had to 
wait for an hour before they 
could get out,” he said. 

Mr. Gupta said a lot of pe¬ 
ople gathered at the spot and 
picked up stones and bricks 
from the park next to the 
market and started throwing 


them at the officers. They al¬ 
so burnt a motorcycle, he ad¬ 
ded. Initially, for a few mi¬ 
nutes, the officers stayed 
away because they were not 
wearing security gear but 
started containing the crowd 
shortly after. 

Another local, Vinay Ro- 
hatgi, a property dealer, said 
the protesters had broken 
his car’s front mirror. “My 
entire family remained in¬ 
door for hours out of fear,” 
said Mr. Rohtagi, a resident 
of the area. 

Stone-pelting 

“There were thousands of 
protesters with lathis, 
swords and hockey sticks in 
their hands. Someone could 
have got hurt from the stone- 
pelting if the police had not 
intervened,” he said. Mr. Ro- 
hatgi said panic-stricken lo¬ 
cals entered his residence 


for safety. “The police used 
tear gas shells to bring the 
situation under control. 
Else, the protesters would 
have probably set the street 
on fire and people would 
have been killed,” he said. 

Both Mr. Gupta and Mr. 
Rohatgi said: “The manner 
in which they protested was 
wrong. Why did they trouble 
the public and damage their 
properties?” 

96 arrested 

Meanwhile, on Thursday, 
the police arrested 96 per¬ 
sons, including Bhim Army 
chief Chandrashekhar Azad, 
on charges of rioting, unlaw¬ 
ful assembly, voluntarily 
causing hurt to deter public 
servant from his duty among 
others and produced them 
before the court after which 
they were sent to 14 days pol¬ 
ice custody. 


Azad planned to march 
towards site, reads FIR 

Three officers injured in the violence 

© 


HEMA NIBHANDARI 

NEW DELHI 

The FIR registered by the 
police in connection with 
the clash between officers 
and protesters during the 
protest at Ramlila Maidan, 
states that Bhim Army chief 
Chandrashekhar Azad and 
other leaders planned to 
march towards the demol¬ 
ished temple site. 

“During the protest, a 
crowd of about 4,000-5,000 
led by Chander Shekhar of 
Bhim Army, including other 
leaders - Vinay, Satish, Bal- 
winder, Rajkumar, Vishwa 
Gagandeep Singh, Roshin- 
der Singh - made a plan to 
march towards the demol¬ 
ished site,” the FIR read. 

The FIR also mentioned 
that three police officers 
sustained injuries and many 
government and public veh¬ 
icles were damaged. “Some 
of them [protesters] were al¬ 
so carrying arms,” the docu¬ 
ment read. 

On Thursday, at the de¬ 
molished site, a warning 
signboard was put up, 
which stated that occupying 
the land is a punishable of¬ 
fence. 

“According to the Su- 


Many government 
and public vehicles 
were damaged. 
Some of them 
[protesters] were 
also carrying arms. 

FIRST INFORMATION REPORT 

preme Court order, this 
land belongs to Delhi Deve¬ 
lopment Authority and oc¬ 
cupying it is a punishable of¬ 
fence,” it said in Hindi. 

Committee condemns 

At the site, convener of Ak- 
hil Bhartiya Sant Shiromani 
Guru Ravidas Mandir Sany- 
ulct Sanrakshan Samiti Ash- 
ok Bharti said, “I condemn 
it and it was absolutely 
wrong. It was not the call ta¬ 
ken by Dalit groups but an 
individual call”. 

The committee, formed 
for the protest at Ramlila 
Maidan, distanced itself 
from the ‘mob violence’. 

Meanwhile, as 96 persons 
were arrested in the inci¬ 
dent, Kalkaji police station 
became a makeshift court 
where the judge was re¬ 
quested to come and the ac¬ 
cused were produced be¬ 
fore him. 


‘Give land to followers, will 
give 100 acres in return’ 

Only Centre can resolve issue: Kejriwal 

tr 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri¬ 
wal on Thursday said in the 
Assembly that if the Delhi 
Development Authority 
gives four-five acres of land 
for the Ravidas temple to the 
community, he will give 100 
acres of land to the Centre. 

The announcement 
comes a day after thousands 
of Dalits protested in the 
Capital. 

‘Pass an ordinance’ 

On Thursday, the Assembly 
also passed a resolution urg¬ 
ing the Centre to pass an or¬ 
dinance to allot the particu¬ 
lar land for the temple. Even 
the BJP MLAs said a temple 
should be built at the spot. 
On August 10, the temple in 
Tughlakabad was demol¬ 
ished by the DDA following 
Supreme Court orders. 

“And how much forest is 
there in this four-acre land? 
We will make multiple times 
that in this 100-acre land and 
give it to you... only the 
Centre can solve this issue,” 
he said, adding that the 
Centre and the DDA did not 
present all sides of the case 
before the Supreme Court. 



AAP MLA Ajay Dutt protests 
outside the Assembly on 
Thursday. 

■SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR. 

“Ravidas ji had stayed there. 
You don’t get these vibra¬ 
tions at some other spot,” 
Mr. Kejriwal said, adding that 
building the temple at a dif¬ 
ferent spot is disrespect. 

Meanwhile, BJP MLA Vi- 
jender Gupta said, “I met the 
Union Environment Minister 
and he said the govern¬ 
ment’s Forest Department 
has to recommend to con¬ 
vert the forest land to non¬ 
forest land,” he said. 

The Assembly session, 
which started at 2 p.m., was 
adjourned thrice due to prot¬ 
ests. AAP MLA Ajay Dutt tore 
his shirt inside the Assembly 
as a protest against the de¬ 
molition of the temple. 


Speaker seeks removal of staff after technical glitch 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Following multiple glitches 
with the microphone dur¬ 
ing Thursday’s Assembly 
session, Speaker Ram Ni- 
was Goel asked officials to 

AgustaWestland case: Puri 
moves court to surrender 

NEW DELHI 

Businessman Ratul Puri, who 
was arrested in a bank fraud 
case, moved an application 
before a Delhi court Thursday 
saying he wants to surrender 
in the money laundering case 
related to AgustaWestland 
chopper scam. 


remove the two persons 
responsible for it from 
their jobs. 

Later on, it was found 
that the audio system is be¬ 
ing run by a private agency 
and the two people operat¬ 


ing it could not be removed 
by the government. 

“The agency’s contract 
comes to an end this year 
and it would not be re¬ 
newed,” the Speaker ad¬ 
ded. 


Shriram Bharatiya Kala Kendra 

_ presents _ 


ii Krishna ii 

a dance drama depicting Krishna's life 
19 — 24 AUGUST, 6.30 PM 
MATINEE SHOWS AT 3.00 PM ON 
23 & 24 AUG. KAMANI AUDITORIUM 
LAST 2 DAYS 


TICKETS: 

Rs 2500,1500,1000,750,500 & 300 
AVAILABLE AT KAMANI AND 
Enq.43503333, 

23386428/29 


bookjfyshow 






Hard Work Alone Triumphs 




BORN : 17-10-1917 


EXPIRED : 23-8-1989 



Shri. R. THANGANNA GOUNDER 

(FOUNDER: SRI VIGNESH YARNS PRIVATE LIMITED) 

You left us this day Thirty Years ago 
We continue the march in your golden path . 

SRI VIGNESH YARNS PRIVATE LIMITED, 

R.T. GROUP OF INDUSTRIES AND 
MEMBERS OF R.T. FAMILY, TIKUPUR - 4. 



ALS 


Alternative 

Learning 

Systems 


Admission Notice 

IAS 2020 

—@— 

SHALIMAR PLACE & 

MUKHERJEE NAGAR 


GENERAL STUDIES EXTENSIVE 


Programme Director Jojo MathGW 
Associate Programme Director Manish K Gautam 


GS Batch Begins at SHALIMAR PLACE 


AFTERNOON BATCH 

20 AUG & 24 SEPT 

Time: 1:45 PM 

EVENING BATCH Admissions Open 
GS WEEKEND Admissions Open 


ALS 3-YR GRADUATION PROGRAMME 


WHAT AFTER +2 ? 

Join 3-year Full-time, 
Career Building 
Life-Skill Integrated 
GRADUATION PLUS 
IAS PROGRAMME 


\\ x 


BE A 

TRUE 

GRADUATE 


Study Full-Time at ALS 
while you graduate... 


GS FOUNDATION* 


2-Year Weekend Foundation for Undergraduates 

Admissions Open 


UWM 3TOTT EXTENSIVE 


Programme Director Manoj Kumar Singh 

cbl4viMI 

MUKHERJEE NAGAR 27 AUG & 05 SEPT 11:30AM 

SHALIMAR PLACE Admissions Open 


OPTIONAL SUBJECTS OFFERED 


History, Geography, Public Administration, Sociology, 
Political Science, Anthropology, Kannada Literature 

Admissions Open 


IcIM'M 


Admissions Open 


Register online @ WWW.alsias.net 



2,837+ 

1^ 

^ ^ 

*9 

SELECTIONS IN 

IAS RESULTS 

OVER PAST 18 YEARS 

4 IAS 

1 OUT OF EVERY 5 

OVER 5600 

TOPPERS 

STUDENTS IN TOP 100 RANKS 

IS FROM ALS 

STATE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
OFFICERS AREALS ALUMNI 


ALTERNATIVE LEARNING SYSTEMS LTD © »s admission inquiry 

Regd Office: A-Block, Plot-ll, Shalimar Place, Outer Ring Road, 9999975666 
ALS Learning 16 Above Passport Office, Near Haiderpur Metro Station, Delhi-88 9999343999 
systems Dr Mukherjee Nagar: B-19, ALS House, Commercial Complex, Delhi-9 011-27651110 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
FOR RESIDENTS OF DELHI 


All online services of Delhi Jal Board 
w II remain closed between August 23 to August 30 
for enhancing the efficiency of Water Billing System 


CO 

■O 

-Q 

CO 




For improving the efficiency of Revenue Management System 
(RMS), DJB is moving to an Upgraded System. 

Due to this migration activity all online services like online 
viewing and payment of water bills/ applying for new 
connection/ cash counter etc will not be available from 23-08- 
2019 to 30-08-2019 

Bill Payment due dates during this period will automatically 
stand extended upto 09-09-2019 without Late Payment 
Surcharge. 

Offline activities in Zonal Revenue Offices will continue during 
this period. Consumers can make payment of water bills at the 
kiosks available at Zonal Revenue Offices. 

For more information please contact 1916 (toll free) 


INCONVENIENCE CAUSED DUE TO THIS IMPORTANT 
RMS UPGRADATION WORK IS REGRETTED 

Department of Urban Development 
Government of NCT of Delhi 
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CITY 5 


DELHI# Timings 


FRIDAY, AUG. 23 



# RISE 05:55 

SET 

18:53 

C RISE 23:39 

SET 

12:28 

SATURDAY, AUG.24 


RISE 05:55 

SET 

18:52 

C RISE 00:00 

SET 

13:27 

SUNDAY, AUG. 25 



# RISE 05:56 

SET 

18:51 

C RISE 00:22 

SET 

14:26 

Delhi Weather 

Delhi City 

max min 

35 24 

Safdarjang 


35 24 

Palam 


37 25 


Delhi Palam Today 
35°C Comfortable morning 
with light haze gentle breeze. 
Day will be warm, a spell of 
rain and thundershower would 
affect at some places. 

Delhi Palam Tomorrow 
34°C Short spell light rain or 
thunderstorm expected at 
some places over the area. 
Day will remain humid. 


© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019 
All rights reserved. 


IN BRIEF 


Students of DU's SOL 
call off hunger strike 

NEW DELHI 

Correspondence students of 
Delhi University's School of 
Open Learning (SOL) on 
Thursday ended their hunger 
strike against the introduction 
of the semester system 
following a meeting with 
university authorities. The 
decision to introduce the 
Choice-Based Credit System 
at the SOL was taken at a 
recent meeting of the DU's 
Executive Council, pti 

FireatPragati 
Maidan, no 
one injured 

STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A fire broke out at an un¬ 
der-construction building 
near gate number 6 of the 
Pragati Maidan on Thurs¬ 
day morning, the fire de¬ 
partment said, adding no¬ 
body was reported injured 
in the incident. 

A fire official said that a 
call regarding the incident 
was made around 11 a.m., 
after which six fire tenders 
were pressed into service. 
“The fire was doused with¬ 
in an hour,” he said, adding 
that some shuttering mate¬ 
rial at the site caught fire. 


Delhi NSUI chief blackens bust of 
Savarkar installed on North Campus 


Akshay Lakra says installation on campus was an attempt to glorify a traitor’ 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Protesting against the un¬ 
authorised installation of the 
bust of V.D. Savarkar, along 
with those of Bhagat Singh 
and Subhas Chandra Bose, 
Delhi State president of the 
National Students’ Union of 
India (NSUI) Akshay Lakra 
blackened Savarkar’s bust 
and garlanded it with foot¬ 
wear early on Thursday. 

The president of the Delhi 
University Students Union 
(DUSU), Shalcti Singh of the 
Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi 
Parishad (ABVP), on Tues¬ 
day installed busts of the 
three historical figures at the 
North Campus of the univer¬ 
sity without taking permis¬ 
sion from the university or 
civic authorities. 

The university and civic 
officials are yet to take action 



The bust being blackened 
on Thursday. 

■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


against Mr. Singh. 

In a video, Mr. Lakra was 
seen garlanding statues of 
Singh and Bose with flowers. 
He then proceeded to gar¬ 
land Sarvarkr’s bust with 
footwear but was stopped by 
security guards. The inci¬ 
dent happened around 2.45 


a.m. He then spread ink on 
the statue and raised slogans 
“Bhagath Singh Zindabad” 
and “NSUI Zindabad.” 

Calling the authorities 
“mute spectators”, Mr. Lak¬ 
ra attacked what he termed 
an attempt to glorify Savar¬ 
kar. “He was a traitor. He was 
implicated in the assassina¬ 
tion of Gandhiji. And you put 
his statue up next to free¬ 
dom fighters like Bhagath 
Singh and Subhas Chandra 
Bose?” said Mr. Lakra. 

Authorities yet to act 

Despite having filed com¬ 
plaints with the police and 
the university, no action had 
been taken after 48 hours of 
installing the bust, NSUI 
member Nikhil Kamble ar¬ 
gued. 

The ABVP, for its part, dis¬ 
tanced itself from the instal¬ 


lation, saying that the bust 
should have been installed 
only after requisite permis¬ 
sion was taken from authori¬ 
ties. 

However, Mr. Singh had 
said that it was a long-stand¬ 
ing demand to have the sta¬ 
tues of freedom fighters in¬ 
stalled but had not been 
heeded by the university. 
The current installation was 
a mark of protest, he said. 

Following the incident, 
the ABVP in a statement 
called it a “heinous act” and 
condemned the NSUI saying 
that “such an act for trivial 
political interests reflects the 
Congress’ thinking of the 
great freedom fighter of In¬ 
dia.” 

The ABVP demanded that 
the administration take stern 
action against those in¬ 
volved. 


Video of guard wielding 
baton raises eyebrows 


Husband held in DMRC 
engineer’s death case 


SOP for controlling crowds questioned 


Autopsy report hints at strangulation 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

After a video in which a se¬ 
curity guard is seen wielding 
a baton for the purpose of 
crowd management went vi¬ 
ral, several social media us¬ 
ers raised questions over the 
standard operating proce¬ 
dure for controlling unruly 
crowds. 

The person in the video 
was later identified as a 
guard engaged by a DMRC 
contractor. In the video, 
CISF personnel can be seen 
standing next to the guard. 

The incident, which took 
place at Noida Sector 62 me¬ 
tro station, was filmed by 
Hardik Jain, a commuter. He 
shared it on Twitter and 
asked if the staff seen in the 
video was “authorised to 
beat passengers like this”. 

In its response, the DMRC 
issued a statement that read, 


“The DMRC does not con¬ 
done the use of such meth¬ 
ods for controlling crowds at 
the stations as seen in the vi¬ 
deo. The DMRC will be tak¬ 
ing up the issue with the 
CISF to avoid repetition of si¬ 
milar actions in future. We 
also request cooperation 
from the public in maintain¬ 
ing decorum within the me¬ 
tro system.” 

Meanwhile, CISF officials 
said: “The man seen in the 
video is a private security 
guard deployed by the 
DMRC at the station entry 
gates. On Thursday, when 
the crowd became unruly, 
the private security guards 
informed the CISF and 
sought back-up. The video 
also clearly shows that nobo¬ 
dy was hurt and it was just a 
tactic to manage crowd and 
channelise entry to the sta¬ 
tion for smooth operations.” 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The autopsy report of a 26- 
year-old engineer with the 
DMRC, who was declared 
brought dead at a hospital 
on Sunday, has stated that 
the woman died of asphyx¬ 
iation due to strangulation, 
the police said on Thursday. 

The deceased, Swati, who 
hailed from Rohtak in Ha¬ 
ryana, got married to Ajay 
Raghav around two years 
ago. The husband, a soft¬ 
ware engineer, belongs to 
Bulandshahr. He had on 
Sunday taken Swati, who 
was unconscious, to the 
hospital and claimed that he 
had found his wife hanging 
from a ceiling fan in their 
house. He has been arrest¬ 
ed, the police said. 

The family members of 
the deceased have claimed 
that she was facing mental 


and physical harassment as 
her husband had been mak¬ 
ing demands for dowry. 
Swati had on June 6 lodged a 
police complaint against her 
husband and mother-in-law. 

A senior police officer 
said that on the complaint of 
Swati’s family members, a 
case under IPC Section 
498A (husband or relative of 
husband of a woman sub¬ 
jecting her to cruelty) and 
304B (dowry death) has 
been registered at Sector 49 
police station. 

“We are going through 
the post-mortem report and 
if needed, more IPC Sec¬ 
tions will be added. We will 
question the house help to 
find out the sequence of the 
event and also ask if she had 
noticed anything in the 
house that can help us solve 
the case,” said a police offic¬ 
er. 


Three men arrested for thrashing store owner, his manager 


Accused’s car hit victim’s vehicle; store owner was offered money which he initially accepted but later returned 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Three men were arrested for 
allegedly thrashing a depart¬ 
mental store owner and his 
manager after their car hit 
the victim’s vehicle in west 
Delhi’s Punjabi Bagh, the pol¬ 
ice said on Thursday. The ac¬ 
cused also fled with the cash 
bag of the victim, they added. 


The accused have been 
identified as Prabhjot Singh 
(27) and Gagan Shegal (29), 
residents of Tilak Nagar and 
Preet Singh (31), a resident of 
Vikas Puri, they said. 

According to a senior pol¬ 
ice officer, one Amit Bagga, 
owner of a departmental 
store, lodged a complaint in 
which he alleged that while 


he was winding up his days 
work and preparing to go 
back home along with his 
manager Yugam around 
12.30 a.m on Thursday, a 
speeding car hit his car, 
which was parked outside his 
store, from behind. The driv¬ 
er of the speeding vehicle was 
in an inebriated state, he 
claimed. 


The driver of the said car 
handed over ?2,500 to Mr. 
Bagga which he initially ac¬ 
cepted, but later returned. 

Suddenly, the occupants of 
the car started beating him 
and his manager. Mr. Bagga 
ran towards the parking 
space but was chased and 
thrashed mercilessly. The¬ 
reafter, they fled the spot 


with Mr. Bagga’s bag contain¬ 
ing over t\2 lakh, the police 
said. 

Later, a case under rele¬ 
vant IPC sections was regis¬ 
tered and the accused were 
arrested, a senior police offic¬ 
er said. 

Prabhjot is a property 
dealer, Preet is a car dealer 
and Shegal is a contractor. 


Court maintains 1-year imprisonment 
to man in cheque bounce case 

Grant of 73,08 lakh compensation to complainant upheld 


NIRNIMESH KUMAR 

NEW DELHI 

A sessions court here has 
maintained one year in jail 
to a man in a cheque 
bounce case and also 
upheld grant of U>,08 lakh 
compensation to the 
complainant. 

The accused had ap¬ 
pealed against a Metropoli¬ 
tan Magistrate court order 
which had convicted and 
sentenced him besides 
awarded compensation to 
the complainant. 

‘Friendly loan’ 

The complaint said he had 
given a friendly loan of 12 
lakh to the accused without 
any written agreement as 
they had a familial 
relationship. 

To repay the loan, the ac¬ 
cused had written two 
cheques of H lakh each and 
handed those over to the 
complainant, but when the 
latter presented it to the 
bank concerned, it was not 
honoured. 

Thereafter, the complai¬ 
nant served a legal notice 
on the accused, but he 



failed to return the money. 

He then filed a complaint 
in the Magistrate Court un¬ 
der Section 138 of the Nego¬ 
tiable Instruments Act, 
seeking repayment of the 
money loaned. 

In the trial, the accused 
took the plea that he had gi¬ 
ven twelve cheques as se¬ 
curity to the complainant’s 
father when he had taken a 
loan of H.5 lakh from him, 
and the two cheques which 
he presented to the bank for 
encashment were from 
those leaves. 

The accused further said 
that the complainant had 
not mentioned the date on 
which the loan was given to 
him. 

However, Additional Ses¬ 


sions Judge Jagdish Kumar 
dismissed his arguments. 

“The complainant wit¬ 
ness has categorically de¬ 
posed that as a relation with 
the appellant was of family 
relation, hence, no written 
agreement was executed re¬ 
garding the loan amount. 
The legal notice is admitted 
to be served upon the ap¬ 
pellant. The signatures on 
the cheque are admitted. 
The trial court has rightly 
discarded the defence taken 
by the appellant and rightly 
come to the conclusion that 
appellant has been unable 
to rebut the presumption 
under Section 139 of the 
Act,” the judge said. 

“In view of the above dis¬ 
cussion, I find no illegality 
and infirmity in the judg¬ 
ment of the trial court re¬ 
garding conviction of the 
appellant. So far as award¬ 
ing of sentence is con¬ 
cerned, I also find no illegal¬ 
ity and infirmity in the 
order on sentence. The ap¬ 
peal, being devoid of any 
merit, is dismissed,” the 
judge said while dismissing 
the appeal. 


JHARKHAND URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE 
I# | DEVELOPMENT COMPANY LIMITED L 

dZZHSl 3 rd Floor, RRDA Building, Pragati Sadan, Near Kutchery Road 
RANCHI 834 001, JHARKHAND. 

PH: +91 651 2225878, e-mail: juidcolimited@gmail.com 
CIN: U45200JH2013SGC001752 


Ref. PR : 214060 Corrigendum-1 

All bidders are hereby announced that corrigendum 01 is 
released for tender of NIT Ref No:- JUIDCO/PMAY/Vertical- 
III/2019/279 and Tender ID: 2019_UDD_40778_1 for 
“Construction (including structural design) of 1110 dwelling 
units in ( 3 number of G+8 blocks of 322 DUs and 1 number of 
G+8 block of 144 DUs) at Birsanagar, Jamshedpur under 
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban) under Package-V". The 
bidders are advised to take in to account the same before 
submission of their bids against the tender. 

NOTE: Corrigendum-1 and all other information can be 
referred from the e-tender site of Govt, of Jharkhand i.e. 
(http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in) Sd/- 

Project Director (Technical) 
PR 214985 (Urban Development and Housing) 19-20 (D) 


jhbco 


JHARKHAND URBAN 
| INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT! 

, COMPANY LIMITED 

Floor, RRDA Building, Pragati Sadan, Near Kutchery Road 
RANCHI 834 001, JHARKHAND. 

PH: +91 651 2225878, e-mail: juidcolimited@gmail.com 
CIN: U45200JH2013SGC001752 


Corrigendum-1 


All bidders are hereby announced that corrigendum 01 is 
released for tender of NIT Ref No:- JUIDCO/PMAY/Vertical- 
III/2019/280 and Tender ID: 2019_UDD_40802_1 for 
“Construction (including structural design) of 1610 dwelling 
units in 5 numbers of G+8 blocks ( 5 Blocks with 322 DUs each) at 
Birsanagar, Jamshedpur under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana 
(Urban) under Package-VI". The bidders are advised to take in to 
accountthe same before submission of their bids against the tender. 

NOTE: Corrigendum-1 and all other information can be 
referred from the e-tender site of Govt, of Jharkhand i.e. (http:// 
jharkhandtenders.gov.in) 

| cfc - cfc ci^clJt eft cfc cfa! | Project Director (Technical) 


PR 214986 (Urban Development and Housing)!9-20#D 


Notorious 
arms supplier 
heldinJewar 


Unnao rape: CBI told to 
reply on constable’s plea 

Framing of charges against him challenged 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi High Court on 
Thursday sought CBI’s res¬ 
ponse on a plea by a U.P. Pol¬ 
ice constable challenging 
framing of charges against 
him for the alleged murder of 
the Unnao rape survivor’s 
father and for possession of 
illegal arms. 

Justice Sanjeev Sachdeva 
also called for digital records 
of the trial court in the case. 
The High Court has listed the 
case for further considera¬ 
tion on August 30. 

Amir Khan, who is in judi¬ 
cial custody, sought quashing 
of framing of charges, includ¬ 
ing murder and criminal con¬ 
spiracy, against him and al¬ 
leged that the August 13 
order was “illegal, improper, 
prejudicial and against esta¬ 
blished principles of the 
Code of Criminal 
Procedure”. 

“The trial judge in the im¬ 


pugned proceedings order 
and charges framed admitted 
that there is no role of the pe¬ 
titioner in the conspiracy of 
assaulting/beatings to the 
survivor’s father. Thus, mak¬ 
ing the police officials, in¬ 
cluding petitioner [Khan] lia¬ 
ble for murder is untenable 
illegal,” the plea said. 

The victim, allegedly 
raped by expelled BJP MLA 
Kuldeep Singh Sengar in 2017 
when she was a minor, is bat¬ 
tling for life in a hospital here 
after a truck rammed into 
her car in Raebareli last 
month. 

In the case related to the 
victim’s father’s death, the 
trial court charged the BJP 
MLA and nine others for of¬ 
fences punishable under IPC 
Sections 302 (murder), 506 
(criminal intimidation), 341 
(wrongful restraint), 12OB 
(criminal conspiracy) and 
193 (false evidence) and Sec¬ 
tion 25 of the Arms Act. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GURUGRAM 

A notorious illegal arms 
supplier was arrested by 
Gurugram Special Task 
Force. The police said that 
more than a dozen cases of 
robbery, murder and un¬ 
der Arms Act were regis¬ 
tered against him in Delhi 
and U.P. 

Accused Praveen Chaud- 
hary has supplied 150 ille¬ 
gal weapons to criminals in 
Delhi and neighbouring 
areas, they said. Praveen 
has been arrested in con¬ 
nection with a robbery at a 
jewellery shop in Badshah- 
pur in 2017. Three armed 
men had allegedly robbed 
the jeweller of a gold chain. 
Praveen was the alleged 
conspirator in the case and 
had also suppliedweapons. 

Acting on a tip-off, a pol¬ 
ice team arrested Praveen, 
a resident of Aligarh, from 
Jewar in U.P. on 
Wednesday. 


Roommate 
held for 
sodomising 
25-year-old 

STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A 25-year-old has been al¬ 
legedly sodomised by his 
roommate in north-west 
Delhi’s Mukherjee Nagar, 
the police said on 
Thursday. 

The accused has been 
arrested, the police said. 

A senior police officer 
said that the accused, 
Gaurav, a resident of Indi¬ 
ra Vikas Colony, works as 
a cook in the same paying 
guest accommodation as 
that of the victim. 

The police said that the 
victim, who hails from Ne¬ 
pal, approached them on 
Wednesday and said that 
his roommate returned 
home in an inebriated 
state on Tuesday night 
and forced himself on the 
victim after which he 
pushed him away. 

The police also said that 
they have registered a 
case under relevant sec¬ 
tions of the Indian Penal 
Code and arrested the ac¬ 
cused. 


READ 
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TENDER NOTICE 

MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT 
KOTA DIVISION/WCR, 

No Sr.DME/WCR/KTT/14 -2019-20 
_ Date: 20.08.2019 

Sr. DME (Co) Kota acting for & On 
behalf of The President of India 
invites E-Tender against Tender No 
Sr.DME-WCR-KTT-14 -2019-20 due 
on 20.09.2019 at 15:00 hrs. Manual 
offers are not allowed against this 
tender and any such manual offer 
received will be ignored. 

Tender No. Sr.DME-WCR-KTT-14 - 
2019-20, Name of work : Monthly 
Evacuation of first chamber of bio 
tank with help of evacuation machine 
for one year., Approx, cost of the 
work : ^3179451.00, Earnest 
money : ?63600.00, Last Date & 
Time of submission of tender : 
15:00 Hrs. on Date 20.09.2019 
The tender can be viewed at web site 
www.ireps.gov.in. The tenderer/ 
bidders must have Class-Ill Digital 
Signature Certificate & must be 
register on IREPS portal. Only 
registered tenderer/bidders can 
participate on E-Tendering. All 
relevant paper must be uploaded at 
the time of participating in E-Tendering. 

Sr.DME (Co) KOTA 
West Central Railway, Kota Division 


^cT ^TT^T cfj qUn R|cfj|i|cl ^ 138 
RY Ref 7J7STT 182 UY TFW 4^ 


WEST CENTRAL RAILWAY 




foifoifoif 

Bank of India 



HYDERABAD LARGE CORPORATE 
BRANCH,PTI Building, 1-10-1199/2, 
1 st Floor,AC Guards,Masab Tank, 
Hyderabad, Telangana 500004 


POSSESSION NOTICE under SARFAESI ACT 2002 
[Rule - 8 (1)] (For Immovable Property) 

Whereas the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of BANK OF 
INDIA,HYDERABAD LARGE CORPORATE BRANCH under the 
Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement 
of Security Interest Act, 2002 (No.54 of 2002) and in exercise of 
powers conferred under section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the 
security interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, issued a Demand 
Notice dated 26.02.2019 vide Notice bearing No. Ref.No.HLCB/ 
GRS/2018-19/50 dated 26.02.2019 calling upon the borrower 
M/s.ECI Engineering and Construction Company Limited 
(principal debtor), to repay the amount mentioned in the notice 
being Rs.304,65,10,266-31 (Rupees Three Hundred Four Crores 
Sixty Five Lacs Ten Thousand Two Hundred Sixty Six and Paise 
Thirty One Only) as on 25.02.2019 (contractual dues up to the 
date of notice) and Non-Fund Based Limit outstanding of 
Rs.43,65,68,857.00 (Rupees Forty Three Cores Sixty Five Lacs 
Sixty Eight Thousand Eight Hundred Fifty Seven Only) with 
further interest @ 14.30 % p.a. compounded with monthly rests 
and all costs, charges and expenses incurred by the Bank till 
repayment by them together with interest at contractual rate with monthly 
rests within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice. 
The borrower(s) and/or guarantor(s) having failed to repay the 
amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower(s)/guarantor(s) and 
the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of 
the properties described here-in-below in exercise of powers 
conferred on him under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 
8 of the Security interest (Enforcement) Rules,2002 on this 20th 
day of August of the year 2019 For SI.No.1 Property & 21st day 
of August of the year 2019 For SI.No.2 Property. 

The borrower(s)/Guarantor(s) in particular and the public in general 
is hereby cautioned not to deal with the properties and any dealings 
with the properties will be subject to the charge of the BANK OF 
INDIA for an amount of Rs.304,65,10,266-31 (Rupees Three 
Hundred Four Crores Sixty Five Lacs Ten Thousand Two 
Hundred Sixty Six and Paise Thirty One Only) (contractual 
dues up to the date of notice) and Non-Fund Based Limit 
outstanding of Rs.43,65,68,857.00 (Rupees Forty Three Cores 
Sixty Five Lacs Sixty Eight Thousand Eight Hundred Fifty Seven 
Only) as on 25.02.2019 with further interest @ 14.30 % p.a. 
compounded with monthly rests ,and all other costs, charges 
and expenses incurred by the Bank till repayment . 

The borrower’s and/or guarantor’s attention is invited to provisions 
of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available to redeem the 
secured assets. 

DESCRIPTION OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES: 

1) AII that Residential Plot of land bearing No. J-196, Entire Second 
Floor with entire terrace /roof above/upon the second floor and 
there above with one servant quarter and common toilet along with 
proportionate, undivided, freehold ownership rights on land admea¬ 
suring 250.839 Sq. Meters, in the layout plan of Malviya Nagar 
Extension Residential Scheme, in the Colony Known as Saket, New 
Delhi-110017, within the Municipal Corporation of Delhi standing in 
the name of Shri Kaza Venkat Rao bearing Sale Deed No.14357, 
Book -I Vol-4444 dated 08.11.2004 and having the boundaries 
as:North:30’ wide Road;South:15’ wide Service lane,East:15’ wide 
Service Lane; and West:Plot No.195. 

2) AII that Part and parcel of Total third Floor on Plot No.70, Anshu 
Colours Complex, admeasuring 6400 Sq. Ft including Common ar¬ 
eas with proportionate undivided share of land admeasuring 212 Sq. 
Yards out of 1060 Sq. Yards, in Sy No. 403/1 (Old), 120 New, 
situated at Jubilee Hills Co-Operative Housing Society, Road 
No.9,Jubilee Hills, Hyderabad, Telangana State standing in the 
name of Mrs.K.K.D. Prasunamba, and the boundaries of the 
property are as mentioned here under:Third Floor 
Boundaries:North:Corridor/Stair case,South:Open to 
sky,East:Open to sky,and West:Open to sky, Complex 
Boundaries:North:Plot No.69,South:Plot No.71 ,East:30’ Ft wide 
Road;and West:120’ ft wide Road, 


Place:New Delhi/Hyderabad 
Date: 22.08.2019 


Sd/-AUTHORISED OFFICER 
BANK OF INDIA 


SOUTHERN RAILWAY 


(CONSTRUCTION ORGANISATION) 

TENDER NOTICE No. OH E/C N/Py. CEE/2019-20/01 

Dated: 20.08.2019 

For and on behalf of The President of India, The Dy.Chief Electrical Engineer / OHE, 
Construction, Southern Railway, Chennai Egmore invites E-Tender for the following 
works. 


Name of the Work: NewTAMBARAM-TSS - Provision of 2 bay with 2x30 
MVA Traction power Transformer along with associated equipments in 
Chennai Division of Southern Railway 

Tender opening date 

23.09.2019 

For more details visit 

www.ireDS.aov.in 


Dy. Chief Electrical Engineer / OHE, 


Electrical Construction, Chennai Egmore-8 



JHARKHAND URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE 

S DEVELOPMENT COMPANY LIMITED 

3 rd Floor, RRDA Building, PragatiSadan,Near 
Kutchery Road RANCHI 834 001, JHARKHAND. K3* 
PH: +91 651 2225878, e-mail: juidcolimited@gmail.com 
CIN: U45200JH2013SGC001752 


Ref. PR.: 213971 
Corrigendum-1 

All bidders are hereby announced that corrigendum 01 is 
released for tender of NIT Ref No:- JUIDCO/PMAY/Vertical- 
111/2019/ 277and Tender ID: 2019_UDD_40772_lfor 
“Construction (including structural design) of 644 dwelling 
units in 2 number of G+8 blocks at Birsanagar, Jamshedpur 
under Pradhan MantriAwasYojana (Urban) under Package III 
The bidders are advised to take in to account the same before 
submission of their bids against the tender. 

NOTE: Corrigendum-1 and all other information can be referred 
from the e-tender site of Govt, of Jharkhand i.e. (http://jharkhand 

tenders.gov.in)_ Sd/- 

EEttECrdfcmuliifcccgtiiuui Project Director (Technical) 
P.R.214983 Urban Development and Housing(19-20):D 
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Punjab to canalise rivers with 
help from World Bank, ADB 

CM conducts aerial survey of flood-hit areas in Kapurthala and Jalandhar 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHANDIGARH 

With Punjab facing the flood 
fury, the Amarinder Singh 
government has decided to 
canalise all rivers in the 
State, taking technical sup¬ 
port from the World Bank 
and the Asian Development 
Bank. 

The Chief Minister, who 
on Thursday conducted an 
aerial survey to assess the 
damage caused by floods in 
Sultanpur Lodhi (Kapurtha¬ 
la) and Jalandhar areas, an¬ 
nounced a project to realign 
river streams and courses, 
besides strengthening and 
widening of river embank¬ 
ments for a permanent solu¬ 
tion to the problem of 
floods. 

In Sarupwal of Sultanpur 
Lodhi, where the overflow¬ 
ing Sutlej led to a breach in 



Punjab Chief Minister 
Amarinder Singh 


the embankment, affecting 
62 villages, the Chief Minis¬ 
ter promised due compensa¬ 
tion to the affected farmers 
as soon as the water receded 
and a special ‘girdawari’ 
(crop loss assessment) was 
completed. 

He also announced dedi¬ 
cated relief teams in the af¬ 


fected areas. 

Each team will comprise 
officials from the health, civil 
supplies and animal husban¬ 
dry departments and ensure 
regular and timely supply of 
food, medicines and fodder. 

CM inspects breach 

Capt. Amarinder also in¬ 
spected the breach at Gid- 
derpindi in Jalandhar, result¬ 
ing from the release of 
excess water from the Bhak- 
ra dam. 

For the first time, the 
Bhalcra, which is normally 
filled to its permissible stor¬ 
age level of 1,680 feet by Sep¬ 
tember, was overflowing in 
August, he said. 

The Chief Minister told re¬ 
porters that even if the cen¬ 
tral government fails to ex¬ 
tend support, the State 
would ensure full support to 


every person affected by the 
floods. 

Letter to PM 

The Chief Minister had writ¬ 
ten to the Prime Minister on 
Tuesday, seeking a special 
flood relief package for the 
State. Meanwhile, Capt. 
Amarinder was briefed 
about the current situation 
arising out of the Satluj 
breach by the Deputy Com¬ 
missioners of Jalandhar and 
Kapurthala. They informed 
him that more than 18,000 
packets of dry ration besides 
water bottles were air¬ 
dropped on Wednesday in 
all the affected villages with 
the help from Army and 
NDRF. 

Another 5,000 food pack¬ 
ets and water bottles would 
be distributed on Thursday. 

(With PTI inputs) 


DMs honoured for innovative thinking 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Villagers from Chaparai in 
Andhra Pradesh’s Left Wing 
Extremism-affected East Go¬ 
davari district had to walk 
for kilometres to get any 
help due to lack of telecom 
connectivity, but all that 
changed with District Magis¬ 


trate Kartikeya Mishra’s out- 
of-the-box idea following 
diarrhoea deaths there in 
2017. 

Mr. Mishra used Google 
X’s FSOC technology to take 
telecom connectivity to the 
remote village and bring 
about a “mini telecom revo¬ 
lution” there. 


For innovative thinking 
and setting an example of 
good governance, Mr. Mishra 
along with 14 other District 
Magistrates were honoured 
with The Indian Express Ex¬ 
cellence in Governance 
Awards on Wednesday. 
Awards were given out in 16 
categories ranging from 


Agriculture to Education 
and Technology to Women 
Development. Mr. Mishra 
won the award in two 
categories. 

Union Ministers Nitin 
Gadkari, Ram Vilas Paswan, 
Ravi Shankar Prasad, and Ji- 
tendra Singh gave out the 
awards to the IAS officers. 
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to 
verify and make appropriate enquiries to 
satisfy themselves about the veracity of 
an advertisement before responding to 
any published in this newspaper. THG 
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher & 
Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch 
for the authenticity of any advertisement 
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the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir¬ 
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/ 
company be held responsible/liable in 
any manner whatsoever for any claims 
and/or damages for advertisements in 
this newspaper. 


Three held 
on charge of 
terror funding 


Odisha govt, merges directorates 
with administrative departments 

Move aimed at speeding up the process of decision making 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BHUBANESWAR 

In order to streamline the 
functioning of all directo¬ 
rates and speed up the pro¬ 
cess of decision making, the 
Odisha government has de¬ 
cided to integrate different 
directorates with their res¬ 
pective administrative de¬ 
partments to function as 
composite departments with 
immediate effect. 

According to a resolution 
passed by the General Admi¬ 
nistration and Public Grie¬ 
vance (GA & PG) Department 
on Wednesday, the integrat¬ 
ed department shall func¬ 
tion on the premises of the 
respective administrative de¬ 
partments/directorates as 
may be decided by the admi¬ 
nistrative department, keep¬ 
ing in view the availability of 
space and convenience. 

The move comes days af¬ 
ter the State government ap¬ 
pointed senior bureaucrat 
Asit Kumar Tripathy as the 



Odisha Chief Minister 
Naveen Patnaik 


Chief Secretary, who, upon 
assuming the office, said he 
would ensure faster move¬ 
ment of files in all govern¬ 
ment offices in the State. 

Mr. Tripathy had said that 
all departments will adhere 
to the “5T initiative” - tran¬ 
sparency, teamwork, tech¬ 
nology, time and transforma¬ 
tion - of Chief Minister 
Naveen Patnaik. Mr. Patnaik 
holds the portfolio of the GA 
& PG Department. 

There will be a single-file 
system through the Odisha 


Secretariat Workflow Auto¬ 
mation System (OSWAS) and 
every proposal referred by 
the directorate shall not be 
required to be reinitiated or 
re-examined in the depart¬ 
ment, the resolution said. 

The different sections 
common to both the offices 
shall be appropriately reor¬ 
ganised and officers and staff 
will be utilised accordingly in 
the composite departments 
to ensure better efficiency 
and avoid duplication of 
work and wastage of time. 

Surplus staff, if any, shall 
be surrendered to the pool 
being managed by the admi¬ 
nistrative reforms cell of the 
GA & PG Department for re¬ 
deployment and vacant 
posts at the lowest level shall 
be abolished as per the gui¬ 
delines of the Finance De¬ 
partment. The staff con¬ 
cerned will continue to 
remain in their cadres and 
will avail all service benefits, 
the resolution stated. 


STAFF REPORTER 

BHOPAL 

The Madhya Pradesh Anti¬ 
terror Squad (ATS) on 
Thursday arrested three 
persons in Satna district on 
the charge of funding ter¬ 
rorism by acting as middle¬ 
men for Pakistani agents to 
pay informers who provid¬ 
ed sensitive information. 

During investigation, it 
was found that Sunil Singh, 
Balram Singh and Shub- 
ham Mishra received large 
amounts of money from 
Pakistani agents in fake 
bank accounts, from which 
they paid informers here 
for providing information 
of strategic significance, 
said the police. 

Sources had tipped-off 
the police that Sunil and 
Balram were contacting 
several numbers in Pakis¬ 
tan and talking about ex¬ 
changing money. 

A case has been regis¬ 
tered against the accused 
under Section 123 of the In¬ 
dian Penal Code. 


M.P. hospital probe finds officials were negligent 

11 taken to same OT where 8 underwent surgeries days ago, contracted infection’ 


SIDHA RTH YADAV 

BHOPAL 

A committee, tasked with 
investigating the cases of 11 
persons who had suffered 
significant vision impair¬ 
ment after undergoing cata¬ 
ract surgeries at the Indore 
Eye Hospital, has found ne¬ 
gligence and dereliction of 
duty on the part of health of¬ 
ficials and the hospital’s doc¬ 
tors. 

A report, submitted by the 
three-member committee to 
the State government, found 
the patients were operated 
upon at the same operation 
theatre (OT) on August 8 
where eight other patients 
underwent cataract surger¬ 
ies on August 5 and deve¬ 
loped infections the next 


morning. 

“Seeing their swollen 
eyes, the doctors realised 
the surgeries were either 
botched or there had been 
infection in them. Knowing 
this, they shouldn’t have 
gone ahead with the surger¬ 
ies days later. This shows 
their negligence,” said Addi¬ 
tional District Magistrate Kai- 
lash Wankhede, who led the 
investigation along with two 
government doctors. 

It was not the Chief Medi¬ 
cal and Health Officers 
(CMHOs) of Dhar and Indore 
districts, whose patients un¬ 
derwent the surgeries, or the 
District Nodal Officer (DNO) 
of the National Programme 
for Control of Blindness who 
informed the government 


about the patients’ state. 
“The hospital’s Medical Di¬ 
rector Sudhir Mahashabde 
informed the Health Depart¬ 
ment over the telephone,” 
said Mr. Wankhede. 

Procedural lapses 

Furthermore, said Mr. Wank¬ 
hede, when DNO T.S. Hora 
received a letter from the 
Health Department on Au¬ 
gust 13 and visited the OT, he 
ordered that the programme 
be stopped in the district 
without informing the high¬ 
er-ups about it. 

“It was on the basis of 
news reports on August 17 
that the Government Medi¬ 
cal College in Indore got to 
know about the patients, 
who were subsequently 


shifted to the Choithram 
Hospital for better care,” 
said Mr. Wankhede. 

Moreover, though Dr. Ho¬ 
ra informed the committee 
that he had collected 38 
swab samples from the OT 
and sent them to the Medical 
College for testing on August 
13, it was found that the col¬ 
lege received the samples 
only on August 19. 

“As a result, the team 
hasn’t been able to ascertain 
the cause of the infections,” 
said Mr. Wankhede. 

The hospital’s negligence 
was evident, he said, as 18 
patients had lost vision at a 
similar camp there in 2010- 
2011. Meanwhile, the State 
government has suspended 
Dr. Hora. 
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PERSONAL 


LOST & FOUND 


LOST & FOUND 


In reference to LR. No. 1258634/2019 & LR No. 
1258650/2019 both dt 12/07/2019 So no. 
430/2014 Delhi Police (common for both) for 
below mentioned missing documents related to 
property no. 69, F.I.E, Patparganj Ind. Area, 
Delhi-92 

(1) Perpetual Lease Deed duly executed & 
registered on dt. 25/11/1993 as document no. 
3566, Addl Book No.-I Volume No. 2535 on 
page 86 to 98 with office of sub registrar, Sub 
Divison-IV, Delhi. 

(2) Conveyance Deed Executed By Smt. Vina 
Sinha (through Her General Attorney Sh. 
Rakesh Kumar Bansal) In Favour Of Sh. Vinay 
Kumar Bansal Duly Registered On 07/01/2002 
in the Office Of Sub Registrar, Sub-Division- 
VIII, Delhi as Document No.89, Book No.-I, 
Volume No.549 At Pages 26 To 28. 

(3) Commissioner Of Industries, Delhi Letter 
No. FIEP/CI/20/69/1006 dt 20/12/2001 
confirming the transfer of the plot to Sh. Vinay 
Kumar Bansal. 

If Any One Finds the Above Mentioned 
Documents, He is Requested to Report Back 

On Mob : 9920331080 of Sh. Mayank 
Aggarwal (Director) M/s Dabri Trades And 
Estates Pvt.Ltd., P-3, New Cit Road, 2nd 
Floor, Kolkata (W.B.) or At Property No. 69, 
F.I.E., Patparganj Ind. Area, Delhi-92 or E- 
mail us at: mla.mayank@gmail.com and he 
shall be rewarded accordingly. 



PUBLIC NOTICE 


General Public is hereby informed that 
my clients Sh. Vinod Kumar Gupta S/o. 
Late Om Prakash, and Smt. Vandana 
Gupta W/o Vinod Kumar Gupta, 
residing at A-2/166, Paschim Vihar, 
New Delhi-110063 has disowned their 
son Sh. Akshay Gupta S/o Sh. Vinod 
Kumar Gupta who is residing in America 
right now from all their movable/ 
immovable properties. He is already 
living for past many years as son of 
Dr. Vimal Gupta brother of Sh. Vinod 
Kumar Gupta. 

Anurag Lakhotia, Advocate 
Delhi High Court, D-1391/2003 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

I, Tika Ram Shakya S/o Late 
Sh. C.L. Shakya R/o H.No.-E-13/ 
201, E-Block, Dilshad Colony, 
Distt.-North-East, Delhi-110015, 
do hereby solemnly afiirm and 
declare as under:-1) That name 
of mine has been wrongly as 
T.R. Shakya in my wife 
(Poonam Shakya) Official 
Record (Service in M.T.N.L. 
Delhi). The actual name of mine 
is Tika Ram Shakya, which may 
be amended accordingly. 


Public Notice 


I Meena Kukreja W/d Avrtar 
Singh Kukreja R/o N.No, 149, 
Sec 21-A, Faridabad inform 
you that my Aarji Khewel /khata 
No 4/4 no 40 Kita No. 16(7-12), 
17(3-0). 16/3/2 (4-2). 19/1/3/2 
(0-1) at Ssdhrawali Otsil 
Gurugram of % pari baakad 9 
Kanal 17.5 imarta Vasika No 
472 07/04/2006.1 want !o sail 
my above mentioned araji, if 
any person has any kind of 
abjection!, then m 26.06.2019 
SubRegistrar can empress, his 
abjection by presenting in 
Manesar office, otherwise 
there will be no hearing fater 


BUSINESS OFFER 


QUICK PROCESS Loan for Business 
People: Loan Against Property, 
Secured Loan,Unsecured Loan, SME 
& Corporate, NPA Releases & Cheque 
Basis.Min2Cr.&Above Ct:7358408941/ 
9150446519 


TENDERS 



CHENNAI PORT TRUST 
TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT 
NO.l RAJAJI SALAI, 
CHENNAI-1 


Notice inviting e-Tender 
Cum Auction in Central 
Public Procurement 
Portal through NIC for 
allotment of open space 
(unpaved / paved) and 
covered space areas for 
the purpose of Cargo 
Storage, for Other 
than Cargo Storage, 
for Dock Offices, for 
Canteen/Duty Free 
Shop / Handicrafts 
Shop, for Ship Repair 
Work and for Cargo 
Storage (Vacant EXIM 
Godown) in "as is 
where is condition" 
without renewal 

option inside custom 
bond area, under 
two cover system, 
from 23.08.2019 to 
12.09.2019. 

For further details visit 
Ch.P.T. website www. 
chennaiport.gov.in and 
www.eprocure.gov.in 

TRAFFIC MANAGER 


EDUCATIONAL I EDUCATIONAL ■ EDUCATIONAL 


CIVIL SERVICES Exams are a combina¬ 
tion of smart work and good luck. 
Please try it through Geetha IAS 
Academy and achieve your goal in 
one-go. Contact-9958229904 & 

8800224496. 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


Public Notice 


Indraprastha Gas Limited ('IGL') 
has issued a Letter of intent for 
setting up of CNG Station at the 
site located at following locations 
and to be operated by following 
Operator having received such 
Application form the Operator, & 
conducting due diligence and 
following due process. 

1. Name of applicant -Vaibhav Mittal 
Address of proposed station - 
Khasra No. 47/16, Village - Paprawat 
Jhatikra Road, New Delhi. 

However, if any person has any 
objection or claim regarding the 
setting up of CNG Station at the 
said site, kindly contact us within 
07 days from the publication of this 
notice, with the relevant and appro¬ 
priate proof to substantiate the 
objection/ claim, failing which, it 
shall be deemed that there is no 
objection/claim for the setting of 
CNG Station at the said site. 

Contact Add.: IGL Bhawan, Plot 
No. 4, Community Center, R.K. 
Puram, Sector-9, New Delhi-110022 
iglcnp@gmail.com 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


The Public at large is informed that our 
client Mr. Rohit Tyagi S/o Shri Vinay 
Tyagi R/o M-25, Greater Kailash-I, New 
Delhi-110048 is the lawful owner, 
successor in interest and in actual 
physical possession of the property 
bearing address W-101/6/2, Lane No. 
6, Manekshaw Road, Anupam Garden, 
Sainik Farms, New Delhi -110062. The 
said property has been bought by our 
client from Ms. Ganga Singh, D/o Late 
Dr. Brij Raj Singh R/o W-101/6/2, Lane 
No. 6, Manekshaw Road, Anupam 
Garden, Sainik Farms, New Delhi- 
110062 vide an agreement to sell dated 
08.05.2019 and a registered General 
Power of Attorney dated 09.05.2019 
bearing Registration No. 905, Book No. 
4, Vol. No. 465, Page No. 100 to 107, 
with the Sub Registrar V A, Hauz Khas, 
New Delhi. Any member of the public 
dealing with the aforesaid property 
and/or deriving any benefit by 
impersonation as any of the persons 
executing documents or claiming any 
interest in the property on the basis of 
the documents or in any manner 
whatsoever shall do so at his / her own 
cost, expense, liability and risk. Any 
person having any claim against the 
said property by way of inheritance, 
mortgage, sale, gift, lease, tenancy, 
lien, charge, trust, bequest, third party 
rights or otherwise howsoever on the 
said property and/or for any other 
reason whatsoever are hereby 
requested to make the same known to 
the undersigned within 07 days from 
the date hereof, otherwise it shall be 
deemed that all such persons have 
surrendered and abandoned all their 
claims, rights, interest and title of any 
and all nature in the property and are 
left with no claim, right, title or interest of 
any nature in the property. 

Akshat Gupta, Advocate 
163/F, W-2, Western Avenue, Sainik 
Farms, New Delhi-110062 
Mobile: 9312131210 




By 


Dr. Shekhar Jha 


23 Aug. 


Workshop 

Test Series Available 


9968548859,9811334480 


12:00 PM 
6:00 PM 


639, DR, MUKHERJEE NAGAR, OPP, SIGNATURE MINT , DELHI-116009 


M. PURI 

ONLINE 
GS PAPER 2 

UPDATED WITH LATEST ISSUES IN NEWS 

A course without which 
your GS Paper 2 
preparation is incomplete 

ADMISSION OPEN 
www.stellariasacademy.online 

CALL: 99152-14599 


Hellof mi 

ACADEMY 

‘Your Jlm6ition Our Guidance 



OBITUARY & 
REMEMBRANCE 


30.2-1940 - 23-a 2014 

Those we love don't 


For enquiries on 
announcements in this 
section, please contact our 
office at the following number 
between 10a.m. and 8p.m. 
New Delhi: Oil- 43579797 
Rate for New Delhi: 
(Minimum Rs. 290/- 2 Lines 
Extra Line - Rs. 145/-) 

(B/W Display): Rs.50/Per Sq.cm 
(Clr Display): Rs.60/Per Sq.cm 
Log on to 

www.thehinduads.com 

For Placing Advertisements 
Online 


DEATH ANNIVERSARIES 


go away, 

they walk he side us 
every day\ 

Unseen H unheard bur 
always near, 

stilt lovedstill missed 
and very dear. 

Rajesh & Family, 

Us ha Lakshin ansa & Family 
and AFFA 


FIFTH 

ANNIVERSARY 


& 




Smt. K. ANNAPOORANI 
alias PRABHA 
Superintended (field, i. T.N.E.8. Chenml 
W/o. Sri. C.S.SUBRAMANIAM 
Cm-EJ-Q-P jiffy, CheniMk 


In memory of your loved ones 

To dedicate a space in this section, 
Please contact: 

011-43579797 

from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. & 

For Placing Advertisements 
Online log on to 

www.thehinduads.com 

DONATE EYES-GIFT SIGHT 



A GREETING 
TO REMEMBER 

Be it an anniversary, a birthday, 
an academic accomplishment 
or even a promotion. 

Now you can surprise your 
loved ones by wishing 
them on 

CLASSIFIEDS 


For more details, 

email: classifiedscustomercare@thehindu.co.in 
Contact Toll Free Number: 180030700404 
For Placing Advertisements Online 
Log on to www.thehinduads.com 
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Amit Shah chairs western 
zonal council meet 

PANAJI 

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Thursday chaired the 
24th meeting of Western 
Zonal Council, a forum for 
the Centre and States to 
exchange ideas on issues like 
health, security and social 
welfare, here in Goa. 

Chief Ministers of three 
States — Devendra Fadnavis 
(Maharashtra), Vijay Rupani 
(Gujarat), Pramod Sawant 
(Goa) - and representatives 
from the Union Territories of 
Daman and Diu, and Dadra 
and Nagar Haveli attended 
the meeting. Mr. Sawant is 
the vice-chairman and host. 

HC asks Mumbai Police 
to file case against Ajit 

MUMBAI 

The Bombay High Court 
directed the Economic 
Offences Wing (EOW) of 
Mumbai Police on Thursday to 
register an FIR against NCP 
leader Ajit Pawar and 70 
others in the Maharashtra 
State Cooperative Bank 
(MSCB) scam case. 

The court held that primo 
facie, there was "credible 
evidence" against them. 

A bench of Justices S.C. 
Dharmadhikari and S.K. 

Shinde directed the EOW to 
file the FIR within the next 
five days. Besides Mr. Pawar, a 
former deputy chief minister, 
those accused in the case 
include PWP leader Jayant 
Patil and several senior 
cooperative bank officials 
from 34 districts. The accused 
allegedly were complicit in 
causing losses worth U,000 
crore to MSCB between 2007 
and 2011.An inspection by 
NABARD, and a charge sheet 
filed by Maharashtra 
Cooperative Societies (MCS) 
Act blamed Mr. Pawar and 
other accused, pti 


‘Not good for democracy’: Sena, 
Oppn. support Raj Thackeray 

MNS workers protest on social media; pamphlets questioning probe float in Parel, Lalbaug 



Family members of Maharashtra Navnirman Sena chief Raj Thackeray waiting outside the 
heavily guarded Enforcement Directorate office on Thursday, -emmanualyogini 



CM begins second phase 
of Mahajanadesh Yatra 

Journey begins with roadshow in Dhule, ends at Nandurbar 



Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis addressing a meeting in 
Dhule on day one of the second phase of the Mahajanadesh 
Yatra on Thursday, ■specialarrangement 


ALOK DESHPANDE 

MUMBAI 

Support poured in for Maha¬ 
rashtra Navnirman Sena 
(MNS) chief Raj Thackeray 
on Thursday from opposi¬ 
tion parties as well as ruling 
alliance partner Shiv Sena as 
he was questioned by the En¬ 
forcement Directorate (ED) 
all of Thursday. 

MNS workers registered 
their protest against the go¬ 
vernment action through the 
hashtag #ISupportRajThack- 
eray on social media. Late on 
Wednesday, unknown per¬ 
sons threw pamphlets in Lal¬ 
baug and Parel asking why 
the ED had never questioned 
BJP leaders. 

Maharashtra Congress 
president Balasaheb Thorat 
said Mr. Thackeray had 
raised issues against the Cen¬ 
tral government’s function¬ 
ing during the Lok Sabha 
campaign. “Instead of an¬ 
swering, the government 
sent an ED notice. Anyone 
who questions the govern¬ 
ment is either served a not¬ 
ice or termed anti-national. 
This isn’t good for democra¬ 
cy, this is dictatorship,” said 
Mr. Thorat. 

On Wednesday, Mr. 
Thackeray’s estranged cou¬ 
sin and Shiv Sena president 
Uddhav Thackeray had said 
he does not expect anything 
concrete to emerge from the 
ED probe. 

On Thursday, Sena leader 
and Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay 
Raut said that despite their 
political differences, both 
the Thackerays are brothers. 
“Uddhav// has made himself 
clear on this issue. Blood is 
always thicker than politics,” 
said Mr. Raut. 

The Nationalist Congress 
Party too criticised the ac¬ 


tion taken against Mr. Thack¬ 
eray. “If the ED finds the Ko- 
hinoor case worthy enough 
to be investigated, then let 
them do that. But the timing 


of the ED summons to Raj 
Thackeray clearly raises 
questions,” said NCP’s Mum¬ 
bai president Nawab Malik. 

Leader of the Opposition 


in Council, Dhananjay 
Munde, said every individual 
who has dared to ask this go¬ 
vernment questions has 
been victimised. 


SHAR AD VYAS 

MUMBAI 

Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis un¬ 
veiled the second phase of 
the mahajanadesh yatra 
with a roadshow in Dhule 
on Thursday. 

The CM’s convoy was ac¬ 
companied by Water Re¬ 
sources Minister Girish Ma- 
hajan and other senior 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
leaders. The yatra started at 
Dhule at 4:20 pm, made its 
way to Dondaicha at 7 p.m. 
before winding up at Nan¬ 
durbar at 8.30 p.m. 

The BJP has decided to 
make abrogation of Article 
370 its poll plank in the se¬ 
cond phase of the yatra, 
which will pass through 14 
districts in 55 Assembly 
constituencies by traversing 
nearly 1,800 km, a party 
leader said in Mumbai. 


ALOK DESHPANDE 

MUMBAI 

A day after Leader of the Op¬ 
position Vijay Vadettiwar le¬ 
velled allegations of irregu¬ 
larities in the purchase of 
furniture worth ^325 crore, 
the Tribal Development De¬ 
partment on Thursday clari¬ 
fied that the entire process 
was conducted in a transpa¬ 
rent manner, and that the 
Bombay High Court has ap¬ 
proved proceeding with the 
supplies by dismissing objec¬ 
tions to the buying 
procedure. 

“We have followed the 
State’s policy on purchase 
announced in December 
2016. Legit tenders were is¬ 
sued and only the lowest bid¬ 
der who would supply re- 


The yatra was flagged off 
by Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh on August 2 
from Amravati. This was to 
cover 668 km in the Kon- 
kan, 812 km in Western 
Maharashtra, 1,232 km in Vi- 
darbha and 633 km and 
1,069 km in North Maharas- 
tra and Marathwada areas 
respectively. 


quired furniture with the 
necessary specifications was 
given the tender. The entire 
process was run by issuing 
four different tenders on the 
Central government’s GeM 
(Government e-Marketplace) 
portal, without human inter¬ 
ference,” said Dr. Kiran Kul- 
karni, commissioner, Tribal 
Development Department. 

The clarification said the 
government was in receipt of 
directions from the National 
Human Rights Commission 
as well as the courts regard¬ 
ing lack of basic infrastruc¬ 
ture such as desks, benches 
and tables in tribal ashram 
schools in the State. 

The department formed 
125 squads comprising 400 


However, the CM was 
forced to call it off amid crit¬ 
icism by the Opposition on 
the government’s handling 
of the flood situation in 
Western Maharashtra. Mr. 
Fadnavis had cut short his 
yatra returned to Mumbai 
to hold an emergency Cabi¬ 
net meeting on measures to 
tackle the floods. 


officials and surveyed the re¬ 
quirements. A pre-tender 
meeting of suppliers was 
called in Pune in December 
2018, following which four 
tenders for four tribal divi¬ 
sions were issued. 

“The suppliers will be 
sending furniture to 502 go¬ 
vernment tribal ashram 
schools and 491 government 
hostels. Many of these are in 
remote areas. The tender 
conditions included supply 
as well as maintenance for 
the next few years, because 
of which prices varied, and 
every decision was taken 
with consultation and appro¬ 
val from the Law and Judici¬ 
ary Ddepartment,” said Dr. 
Kulkarni. 


Furniture: all clear, says tribal dept 


Sena wins Aurangabad-Jalna seat 


'E' 

SHOU MOJIT BANERJEE 

PUNE 

In a gain for the ruling Shiv 
Sena-Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) coalition ahead of the 
Assembly polls, Sena candi¬ 
date Ambadas Danve on 
Thursday won the Council 
biennial election from the 
Aurangabad-Jalna local auth¬ 
orities’ constituency. 

Mr. Danve defeated his 
nearest rival Baburao Kulkar¬ 
ni (Congress) by a margin of 
418 votes by polling 524 votes 
against Mr. Kulkarni’s 106. 

At the start of the polling, 
the BJP-Sena had the support 
of 330 public representa¬ 
tives, the Congress-NCP of 
250, while the Asaduddin 
Owaisi-led AIMIM and other 



Ambadas Danve of Shiv Sena celebrating his victory on 
Thursday, -yogesh londhe 


independents made up the 
remaining 77 of the total 657 
public representatives from 
different local self-governing 
bodies - including co-opted 
members and panchayat 
samitis - across Aurangabad 
andjalna districts. 

Of these, 647 people - 321 


male, 326 female - cast their 
votes in the election that was 
held on August 19. 

Mr. Danve’s win also 
brings to fore the sharp divi¬ 
sions within the Congress 
and NCP camps already reel¬ 
ing under defections en 
masse. 


State tackles dengue prevention 
on war footing in Kolhapur 

Special teams begin home visits, fogging, spraying insecticides 



Preventive steps: Fumigation operations in full swing in 
Kolhapur which is recovering from unprecedented floods 
this monsoon season. ■ dipak kumbhar 


JYOTI SHELAR 

MUMBAI 

The State is trying hard to 
prevent an outbreak of den¬ 
gue in flood-affected Kolha¬ 
pur, that had recorded a high 
number of cases last year. 
From home visits to continu¬ 
ous spraying of insecticides, 
the main focus is to destroy 
the tiniest of breeding spots, 
said health officials. 

Last year, Kolhapur had 
recorded 14 dengue deaths 
and 1991 cases. Of these, 497 
cases were reported from ru¬ 
ral areas and 1,494 from ur¬ 
ban areas. This year so far, 
the region has recorded 665 
cases and two deaths due to 
the mosquito-borne disease. 

“The main reason behind 
last year’s surge was inter¬ 
mittent rainfall. Also, the 
lack of proper solid waste 
management was a problem, 
which promoted breeding in 
odd objects lying around,” 
said entomologist. Dr. Ma- 
hendra Jagtap. He said the 
egg biology of the dengue¬ 
spreading female Aedes ae- 
gypti mosquito also makes 
the spread of the disease 
more challenging. “The eggs 
can remain for a year or 
more even without water. As 
soon as they come in contact 



with water, they take the 
form of larvae. This is ex¬ 
tremely problematic,” said 
Dr. Jagtap. Destroying 
breeding spots completely 
is the best way to tackle the 
menace, he said. 

Teams of 20 members 
from Pune, Ahmednagar, 
Nashilc, Nanded, Latur and 
Mumbai have been working 
extensively in Kolhapur and 
Sangli. “Activities like 
house-to-house inspection, 
contact tracing (checking 
for symptoms in people 
around a dengue-positive 
patient), fogging and spray¬ 



ing of insecticides is being 
undertaken on a daily basis. 
Rapid response teams have 
been formed at ward levels 
and many non-profit organ¬ 
isations have come to help,” 
he said. 

In Sangli too, several 
measures have been taken 
to avoid outbreak of mos¬ 
quito-borne diseases. Last 
year, Sangli had recorded 
87 dengue cases. This year, 
the region has recorded 61 
cases so far. According to 
Dr. Jagtap, breeding was 
mostly found in water 
stored in containers. 



Experts panel to map path 
to $1 trillion economy 


ALOK DESHPANDE 

MUMBAI 

Maharashtra Finance and 
Planning Minister Sudhir 
Mungantiwar on Thursday 
directed his department to 
set up a committee of experts 
for guidance to make Maha¬ 
rashtra a $1 trillion economy 
by 2025. “As a major contri¬ 
bution to the vision set by the 


Prime Minister to make India 
a $5 trillion economy, the 
State has decided to raise its 
own economy by $1 trillion 
by 2025, which is 20% of the 
country’s target. To achieve 
thiswe require guidance of 
national and international 
economists, experts and vi¬ 
sionaries,” said Mr. Mungan¬ 
tiwar while directing the 


planning department to in¬ 
itiate steps the same. 

While presenting the State 
Budget had said an indepen¬ 
dent platform would be set 
up to achieve the goal of $1 
trillion or UO lakh crore eco¬ 
nomy. The committee is ex¬ 
pected to suggest plans, 
schemes and measures to 
achieve the goal. 



EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY 


E-OPEN TENDER 

Open E-Tender Notice No. L-Open- 

2019-20-15 dated 20.08.2019 

The DivI.RIy Manager(Elect/G)/ 
Sonpur for and behalf of the president of 
India invites "Open E-Tender" for 
following works. The last date of online E- 
tendering is 19.09.2019 up to 12.30 Hrs. 
All information and tender documents 
related to E-Tender is available on 
website-www.ireps.gov.in. 

Sr. No. 1. Name of work : Replacement 
of existing Energy meter by prepaid 
single phase Energy meter with facility of 
cashless payment/online payment over 
SEE Divn. Approx.Cost (in Rs) : 
25,12,500.00. Earnest Money (in Rs): 
50,300/- Cost of Tender document (in 
Rs.) (Non refundable) : 3,000.00. The 
above Tender notice is available on 
Website - www.ireps.qov.in RIGHT OF 
RAILWAY TO DEAL WITH TENDER : 
Railway Administration reserves the right 
to postpone/modify or to cancel the 
tenders without assigning any reason. 

Divl. Rail. Manager (Elect./G) 
E.C. Railway, Sonpur 
PR/01047/SEE/ELEC/ T/19-20/32 


HP Photography Competition - 2019 

The Wildlife Wing, Himachal Pradesh Forest Department is organizing 
a Photography Competition 2019 to reward outstanding photographs 
depicting nature and wildlife of the State. The competition is open from 
September 1, 2019 and closes on September 25, 2019. Competition 
Rules and other terms & conditions of the Competition are available 
at https://hpforest.nic.in. Submission for the competition should be 
emailed to photocompetitionhp@gmail.com. For inquiries contact 
CCF, Wildlife (South) Shimla Phone:0177-2620151. 

Sd/- 

Chief Conservator of Forests, 
Wildlife Circle (South), Shimla 
HP/1581/19-20 Mist Chamber, Khalini, Shimla-2. 


JHARKHAND URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE 
DEVELOPMENT, 

COMPANY LIMITED 
3 rd Floor, RRDA Building, Pragati Sadan, Near Kutchery Road 
RANCHI 834 001, JHARKHAND. 

PH: +91 651 2225878, e-mail: juidcolimited@gmail.com 
CIN: U45200JH2013SGC001752 


Ref. pr.: 213719 Corrigendum-1 




All bidders are hereby announced that corrigendum 01 is 
released for tender of NIT Ref No:- JUIDCO/PMAY/Vertical-III/2019/273 
and Tender ID: 2019_UDD_40706_1 for "Construction (including 
structural design) of 322 dwelling units in 1 number of G+8 blocks at 
Birsanagar, Jamshedpur under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban) 
under Package I ". The bidders are advised to take in to account the same 
before submission of their bids against the tender. 

NOTE: Corrigendum-1 and all other information can be 
referred from the e-tender site of Govt, of Jharkhand i.e. (http:// 
jharkhandtenders.gov.in) 


5# eR&t eft ^ 


PR. 214970 Urban Development Sd/- 

and Housing(19-20)-D Project Director (Technical) 


BSES Rajdhani Power Limited, New Delhi 


TENDER NOTICE 


Date: 23.08.2019 


Sealed tenders under two Bid System (Un-priced & Priced) are invited for the following job from all bidders. 


NIT No. 


Brief Item Description 


Estimated Cost 

El 


Cost of EMD 

E) 


Due Date & 
Time of Submission 


Date & Time of 
Opening 


CMC/BR/19-20/ RATE CONTRACT FOR SUPPLY OF LT AERIALLY BUNCHED 
SV/RS/KM/814 CABLES OF SIZES 3CX150 & 3CX95 SQMM. 


19 

Crores 


19,00,000/- 


22.09.2019 
1500 HRS 


22.09.2019 
1530 HRS 


Cost of each Tender Document X 1180/- 

For details in respect of Equipment/BOM/Services, Qualifying requirements, Terms & conditions, purchase/submission 

of tender documents etc. please visit our website www.bsesdelhi.com Head (Contracts & Materials) 


Regd. Off.: BSES Rajdhani Power Limited, BSES Bhawan, Nehru Place, New Delhi-110019 I Corporate Identification No.: U40109DL2001PLC1 11 527 
Telephone No.: +91 11 3999 9444 I E-mail: brpl.eauction@relianceada.com I Website: www.bsesdelhi.com 


HIMACHAL PRADESH 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

E-Procurement Notice 
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB) 

The Executive Engineer Spiti Division, H.P.P.W.D. Kaza on behalf 
of Governor of H.P invites the online bids on item rate, in electronic 
tendering system, in 2 Cover System for the under mentioned work 
from the eligible and approved contractors/Firms registered with 
HPPWD Department. 


Sr. 

No. 

Name of Work 

Estimated 

Cost 

EMD 

Cost 

of 

Tender 

Eligible 

class 

of 

Contractor 

Time 

1 

Construction of 
office Building 
of 

Krishi Vigyan 
Kendra Tabo 

Distt. Lahaul & 
Spiti (H.P.) (SH:- 
Construction of 
building portion 
and W/S & S/I 

4066728/- 

82500/- 

2000/- 

“C” 

18 

Months 

2 

Construction of 
Indoor stadium 
at 

Kaza (SH:- 
C/O Building 
portion thereof) 

17079620/- 

203300/- 

5000/- 

“A” 

24 

Months 


1. Availability of Bid Document and mode of submission: The Bid 
document is available online and bid should be submitted in online 
mode on website https://hptenders.gov.in. 

Bidder would be required to register in the web-site which is free of cost. 
For submission of bids, the bidder is required to have Digital Signature 
Certificate (DSC) from one of the authorized Certifying Authorities (CA). 
“Aspiring bidders who have not obtained the user ID and password 
for participating in e-tendering in HPPWD may obtain the same from 
the website: https://hptenders.gov.in. Digital signature is mandatory to 
participate in the e-tendering. Bidders already possessing the digital 
signature issued from authorized CAs can use the same in this tender. 

3. Key Dates :- 


1 . 

Date of Online Publication 

29.08.2019 10:00 HRS 

2. 

Document Download Start and End Date 

29.08.2019 11:00 HRS up 
to 11.09.2019 10:00 HRS 

3. 

Bid Submission Start and End Date 

29.08.2019 11.00 HRS up to 
11.09.2019 10:00 HRS 

4. 

Physical Submission of EMD and Cost 
of Tender Document 

11.09.2019 up to 10:30 HRS 

5. 

Date of Technical Bid opening, Evaluation 
of Technical Bid followed by Opening 
of Financial Bid. 

11.09.2019 11.00 HRS 


4. TENDER DETAILS: 

The Tender Documents shall be uploaded online in 2 Cover: 

Cover 1: shall contain scanned copies of all “Technical Documents/ 
Eligibility Information”. 

Cover2: shall contain “BOQ/Financial Bid”, where contractor will quote 
his offer for each item. 

5. SUBMISSION OF ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS: The bidders are 
required to submit (a) original demand draft towards the cost of bid 
document and (b) original bid security/Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) 
and other Technical Documents in O/o Superintending Engineer, 
11th Circle, HPPWD., Rampur as specified in Key dates Sr. No. 4 on 
Tender Opening Date, failing which the bids will be declared non - 
responsive. 

6. BID OPENING DETAILS: The bids shall be opened on 
11.09.2019 at 11:00 HRS in the office Superintending Engineer, 
11th Circle, HPPWD. Rampur by the authorised officer. In their interest 
the tender is advised to be present along with original documents at the 
time of opening offenders. If the office happens to be closed on the date 
of opening of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened on the next 
working day at the same time and venue. 

7. The bids for the work shall remain valid for acceptance for a period 
not less than 120 days after the deadline date for bid submission. 

8. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents. The officer 
inviting tender shall not be held liable for any delays due to system 
failure beyond its control. Even though the system will attempt to notify 
the bidders of any bid updates, the Employer shall not be liable for any 
information not received by the bidder. It is the bidders’ responsibility to 
verify the website for the latest information related to the tender. 

Sd/- 

Executive Engineer, Spiti 
B&R Division, 

HP/1562/19-20 HPPWD Kaza. 





A ND-NDE 
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HC suspends termination of 
Navayuga deal for Polavaram 

‘State cannot review and cancel existing tenders once contract is entered into’ 



Obstacle course: The A.P. government suffered a setback in its 
bid to call reverse tenders for the Polavaram project. 


IN BRIEF 



Tobacco Board retains 
crop size at 136 million kg 

GUNTUR 

Keeping in view uncertainties 
over tobacco exports, the 
Tobacco Board has fixed the 
crop size for the year 2019- 
2020 at 136 million kg in 
Andhra Pradesh and 
Karnataka, same as the crop 
size last year. The board has 
fixed the crop size keeping in 
view the supply and demand 
position. 

Varsity assault case: HC 
pulls up police for delay 

KOCHI 

The Kerala High Court on 
Thursday pulled up the police 
for not arresting the accused 
involved in the assault of 
Akhil Chandran, a student of 
University College, 
Thiruvananthapuram. The 
court said that pendency of 
an anticipatory bail could not 
be a reason for not arresting 
the accused. 


STAFF REPORTER 

VIJAYAWADA 

The Andhra Pradesh govern¬ 
ment suffered a setback in its 
bid to call reverse tenders for 
the Polavaram hydropower 
plant with the High Court or¬ 
dering that the AP-Genco’s 
letter of termination of the 
contract awarded to Navayu¬ 
ga Engineering Company Li¬ 
mited (NECL) be suspended 
until further orders. 

In his interim order on 
Thursday, Justice D.V.S.S. So- 
mayajulu observed that the 
action taken by AP-Genco 
was neither in accordance 
with the terms of the con¬ 
tract nor the settled princi¬ 
ples of law, and failure in the 
Polavaram Irrigation Project 
(PIP) contract cannot lead to 
the termination of hydro- 
power plant contract. 

He directed the Andhra 


Pradesh government, AP- 
Genco and the Polavaram 
Project Authority (PPA) not 
to conduct the process of en- 
trustment of the work to any 
third party with regard to 
the Polavaram Hydro Elec¬ 
tric Project (PHEP) pursuant 
to the tender notification. 

The Andhra Pradesh go¬ 
vernment through AP-Genco 


had issued a pre-closure or¬ 
der to the NECL on August 14 
to initiate the reverse tender¬ 
ing for the construction of 
PIP and the company had 
challenged the order in the 
High Court and sought to 
restrain the State govern¬ 
ment from annulling the 
contract. 

The NECL argued that the 


State government’s decision 
was unfair and unilateral 
and that it was meeting all 
deadlines. 

Re-tendering process 

Appearing for the govern¬ 
ment, Advocate-General Sri- 
ram Subramanyam contend¬ 
ed that the re-tendering 
process would bring down 
the cost of the project and 
enable more bidders to par¬ 
ticipate. 

Justice Somayajulu said 
the State government had no 
right to review and cancel 
the existing tenders once the 
contract was entered with 
the third party as the agree¬ 
ment was between the AP- 
Genco and NECL. The peti¬ 
tioner should have been gi¬ 
ven the opportunity to 
remedy the defects as per 
the agreed clauses, he said. 


Amaravatiwill 
be the capital, 
says Buggana 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

AMARAVATI 

Finance Minister Buggana 
Rajendranath Reddy has 
stated that Amaravati 
would continue to be And¬ 
hra Pradesh capital, even 
as a controversy rages over 
its purported shifting. 

He, however, was quick 
to urge the people to un¬ 
derstand the difference 
between the capital and 
the capital city. 

The administrative capi¬ 
tal houses buildings for 
both official and residential 
purposes. The high cost of 
construction is a different 
story but for the past few 
years, the government has 
been functioning from the 
administrative buildings 
constructed here (Amara¬ 
vati). The government is 
scrutinising the issues in¬ 
volved in the capital city 
per se , but not capital it¬ 
self, he said in an interview 
to The Hindu. 


BDJS chief held in Dubai in 
cheque fraud case, gets bail 


Kevin’s murder is a case of 
honour killing, says Kerala HC 

Court convicts 10 persons but acquits victim’s father-in-law 


STAFF REPORTER 

ICOTTAYAM 

The principal sessions 
court, Kottayam, on Thurs¬ 
day found the murder of Ke¬ 
vin P. Joseph, a 23-year-old 
Dalit Christian, to be a case 
of honour killing and con¬ 
victed 10 persons. 

The quantum of sentence 
will be pronounced after a 
hearing on Saturday. 

Pronouncing the verdict. 
Judge C. Jayachandran ac¬ 
cepted the prosecution’s ar¬ 
gument that racial prejudice 
was the motive behind the 
murder, making it the first 
ever case of honour killing 



Kevin P. Joseph 


reported in Kerala. 

The court found 10 of the 
accused, including Syanu 
Chaclco, brother of the vic¬ 
tim’s spouse Neenu Chacko, 


guilty of murder (IPC Sec¬ 
tion 302) and abduction (IPC 
364 A). 

The court, however, ac¬ 
quitted four persons, includ¬ 
ing Chacko John, father of 
Ms. Neenu. 

According to the prosecu¬ 
tion, first accused Syanu 
Chacko and fifth accused 
Chacko John were against 
Ms. Neenu marrying Kevin. 
To buttress the argument, it 
quoted a statement in this 
regard by Mr. Lijo and Ms. 
Neenu, two key witnesses in 
the case, and pleaded with 
the court to consider it as 
the rarest of rare cases. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

A court in the United Arab 
Emirates on Thursday re¬ 
leased Thushar Vellappally, 
who unsuccessfully contest¬ 
ed against Rahul Gandhi in 
Wayanad, on bail after the 
Dubai police arrested him in 
a cheque fraud case. Howev¬ 
er, it was not immediately 
clear whether he could leave 
the country. 

He is the vice-president of 
the Sree Narayana Dharma 
Paripalana Yogam (SNDP) 
and son of its general secre¬ 
tary, Vellapally Natesan. 

He also heads the Bha- 
rathiya Dharma Jana Sena 
(BDJS), an ally of the Bharati¬ 
ya Janata Party (BJP) and is 



Thushar Vellappally 

the convener of the National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA) 
in Kerala. 

Reports about Mr. Thush¬ 
ar’s detention in Ajman 
grabbed public attention in 
Kerala and also prompted 


Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi- 
jayan to seek the “personal 
attention and intervention” 
of Union Minister of State for 
External Affairs V. Muralidh- 
aran in the matter. Hours la¬ 
ter, television visuals 
emerged of a set of people 
escorting Mr. Thushar out of 
a multi-storey building. 

Soon, the State police 
confirmed that the UAE 
authorities had freed Mr. 
Thushar reportedly after a 
Gulf-based business person 
posted a sizeable amount as 
bail on his behalf. 

Mr. Thushar came into 
the limelight when he fought 
under the NDA banner 
against Mr. Gandhi in the 
Lolc Sabha polls. 


S. Railway not to 
stop housekeeping 

?50 crore sanctioned to clear bills 


S. VIJ AY KUMAR 

CHENNAI 

After a last-minute sanction 
of ^50 crore to clear con¬ 
tractual payments. South¬ 
ern Railway has withdrawn 
its decision to suspend on¬ 
board housekeeping servic¬ 
es (OBHS) on 86 long-dis¬ 
tance trains. 

According to railway 
sources, top officials in the 
Ministry of Railways inter¬ 
vened and sorted out the 
cash crunch flagged by Gen¬ 
eral Manager Rahul Jain at 
the highest levels. 

Order withdrawn 

On Thursday, the Principal 
Chief Mechanical Engineer 
wrote to Senior Divisional 
Mechanical Engineers in 
Chennai, Madurai, Tiruchi, 
Palghat, Salem and Thiruva¬ 
nanthapuram Divisions 
withdrawing his earlier or¬ 
der directing them to issue 
notices to contractors to 
suspend OBHS on select 
trains with effect from Sep¬ 
tember 1. 

Mr. Jain, in his letter vide 
D.O No. M/B/49/1 dated Au¬ 
gust 7 addressed to Rajesh 
Agrawal, Member (Rolling 
Stock), Railway Board, said 
there was an “urgent re¬ 
quirement of additional 
funds for essential passen¬ 
ger amenity items...” 

Referring to a letter dated 
July 5, he said shortage of re¬ 
venue funds for essential 
passenger amenities, such 
as laundry/linen/OBHS and 
pest control, has reached 
“alarming proportions”. 
Against the projected re¬ 
quirement of H94 crore, the 
budget grant for 2019-20 
was only H08 crore. 

“In the face of such shor¬ 
tage of funds. Southern Rail¬ 
way shall have no option but 
to stop all OBHS work in all 
110 trains in a few weeks 
time, and thus, would have 
to start issuing contract ter- 



A file picture of Railway 
laundry facility in Tirupati. ■ 

K.V. POORNACHANDRA KUMAR 


mination notices shortly. 
Pest control, too, will have 
to stop. Even cancellation of 
OBHS and pest control con¬ 
tracts will not release funds 
enough to cover the expens¬ 
es on linen for the whole 
year. It may not be tenable 
to cancel linen/laundry con¬ 
tracts since payment for li¬ 
nen is already a part of the 
fare,” he said, adding, “Ur¬ 
gent provision of funds may 
please be made for these es¬ 
sential activities.” 

A copy of the letter, also 
marked to V.K. Yadav, Chair¬ 
man, Railway Board, and Vi- 
jay Kumar, Financial Com¬ 
missioner, Railway Board, is 
available with The Hindu. 

CPRO’s claim 

However, Chief Public Rela¬ 
tions Officer, Southern Rail¬ 
way, P.A. Dhananjayan, in a 
statement on the report 
‘Cleaning services on trains 
will be hit’ in The Hindu on 
Thursday, claimed an “alar¬ 
mist” situation had been 
portrayed. There was a 
funds mismatch that was 
sorted out on Wednesday. 

“At no stage did Southern 
Railway contemplate cessa¬ 
tion of OBHS and other al¬ 
lied services on Southern 
Railway trains. The OBHS, 
pest control, linen supply, 
toilet maintenance, etc. 
would continue on all 110 
trains,” he said. 



OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
ROAD CONSTRUCTION DEPARTMENT 
ROAD DIVISION, KHUNTI 


e-Procurement Notice 
SHORT TENDER 
(2“ d Call) 

(Re)E Tender Reference No. RCD/KHUNTI/1022 Date 
21/08/2019 _ 


1. 

Name of the work 

IRQP WORK OF KHUNTI - 
TAIMARA ROAD (KM0.00 TO 30.00) 

2. 

Estimated Cost (Rs.) 

Rs. 14,37,01,605.00 

Rs. Fourteen Crore Thirty Seven Lakh 

One Thousand Six Hundred Five only. 

3. 

Bid Security (Rs.) 

Rs. 14,38,000.00 

Rs. Fourteen Lakh Eighty Eight 
Thousand Only. 

4. 

Cost of Document (Rs.) 

Rs. 10,000.00 

Rs. Ten Thousand Only. 

5. 

Time of Completion 

06 Months 

6. 

Last date / Time for receipt of bids 

05.09.2019 up to 12:00 Noon 

7. 

Date of Publication of Tender on 
website 

22.08.2019 at 10:30 A.M. 

8. 

Name & Address of office Inviting 
tender 

Executive Engineer, Road 

Construction Department, Road 

Division, Khunti 

9. 

Contact no. of Procurement Officer 

06528-221215 

10. 

Helpline number of e-Procurement 
Cell 

0651-2401010 

Further details can be seen on website 
http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in Executive Engineer, 

R.C.D., Road Division, Khunti 


PR214998 (Road)19-20*D cffcfecfff 



GOVERNMENT OF JHARKHAND 


Office of the Executive Engineer 

Irrigation Division Godda, Camp - Mahagama 

e-Procurement Tender Notice 

Tender Reference No.WRD/Irr. Div. Mahagama/SBD- 
IFB-02/2019-20 Dt: 20.08.2019 

l. 

Name of the work 

ERM & P.C.C. lining of Dakai to Triveni 
Weir Link Canal Scheme. 

2. 

Estimated Cost (Rs.) 

Rs. 10.65 Crore (Rupees Ten Crore Sixty 
Five Lakh) only. 

3. 

Time of Completion 

360 days 

4. 

Date of Publication of Tender on 
website 

27.08.2019, 11:00 A.M. 

5. 

Period of availability of bid 
document on website 

27.08.2019, 11:00AM to 12.09.2019 
up to 5:00 PM 

~ 6 . 

Last date and time for receipt of bid 

12.09.2019 up to 5:00 PM 

8. 

Period of online submission of bid 

27.08.2019, 11:00 AM to 12.09.2019 



up to 5:00 PM 

loT 

Last date and time for receipt of 
hard copy of Cost of BOQ & EMD 

13.09.2019 upto 5: 00PM 

1T7 

Time and Date of opening of 
Technical bid 

16.09.2019, 03:00 PM 

137 

Name & address of office Inviting 
tender 

Executive Engineer 

Irrigation Division, Godda, Camp- 
Mahagama. 

PIN Code-814154 

147 

Contact no. of Procurement officer 

09431310821,7061542751 

15. 

Helpline number of e-Procurement 
cell 

06432-232477 

Note Only E-Tender will be accepted 

Further details can be seen on website 
http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in Executive Engineer 

Irrigation Division Godda 
Camp - Mahagama 

PR214954 (Irrigation)!9-20*D 
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JHARKHAND URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT fcn 
_ COMPANY LIMITED _ " 

Floor, RRDA Building, PragatiSadan,NearKutchery Road Ranchi 834 001, Jharkhand. 
PH: +91 651 2225878, e-mail: juidcolimited@gmail.com 
CIN: U45200JH2013SGC001752 


Ref. PR.: 214067 
Corrigendum-1 


All bidders are hereby announced that corrigendum 01 is released 
for tender of NIT Ref No:- JUIDCO/PMAY/Vertical- 
III/2019/283and Tender ID: 2019_UDD_40809_lfor 
“Construction (including structural design) of 1288 dwelling 
units in 4 number of G+8 block at Birsanagar, Jamshedpur 
under Pradhan MantriAwasYojana (Urban) under Package 
09". The bidders are advised to take in to account the same before 
submission of their bids against the tender. 

NOTE: Corrigendum-1 and all other information can be referred 
from the e-tender site of Govt, of Jharkhand i.e. 
(http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in) Sd/- 

Project Director (Technical) 

PR214989 Urban Development and Housing(19-20)D 


OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
PLANNING AND INVESTIGATION DIVISION 

ROAD CONSTRUCTION DEPARTMENT (RCD), RANCHI 
Nirupan Bhawan, 3 rd Floor,Room No. 401,56-Set, Doranda, Ranchi-834002 

e-Procurement (Re-Tender Notice) 

Letter of Re-invitation (LOI) no-10/2019-20 3 rd Call 
e-Re-Tender Ref No - RCD/PID / RAN/10/736 Dated- 20-08-2019 

1 

(a)Name Of Work 

Consultancy Services for Preparation 
of Combined GAD and Detailed 

Project Report for the Construction of 
Approach of proposed ROB near 

Level crossing no - MB-21 at Km - 
383/16-17 Between Muri - Barkakana 
under RNC Rly. Div. in the State of 
Jharkhand from empanelled consultant 
with RCD under categoryll vide letter 
No. 686(S) WE Dated 2901-2019. 

~2 

Tentative Length 

NA 

3 

Period of Completion of 
Work 

60 Days 

~4 

Cost of Tender documents 

Demand Draft/Banker Cheque of any 
Scheduled Bank (non-refundable fee) of 
Rs 10,000/- (Ten Thousand) only. 

EMD:- 2 % of the quoted amount (Net 
of GST) in the form of current issue of 
NSC, Fixed Deposits of a Scheduled 

Bank (all the above mentioned form of 
Security deposits money issued within 
the State of Jharkhand), Bank draft and 
Bank Guarantee issued by any 

Scheduled bank anywhere in India 
Payable at Ranchi in favour of 

Executive Engineer, Planning& 
Investigation Division, Road 

Construction Department,(RCD), 

Ranchi for a period of 45 days beyond 
the validity of bid. 

75 

Mode of Bid Submission 

e-tendering 

(http: //j harkhandtender s. gov. in) 

~6 

Date/Time of Publication of 
Tender on Website 

22.08.2019,10:30 AM 

~7 

Last Date/Time of Bid 
Submission 

06.09.201915:00PM 

”8 

Last Date/Time of 
Submission of Tender Fee & 
EMD 

06.09.2019 15:00PM 

~9 

Date and Time of Bid 
opening 

09.09.2019 15:30 PM 

10 

Bid validity 

120 days 

11 

Bid Submission Address 

Chief Engineer(Communication), Road 
Construction Department, 1 st Floor, 
Engineer Hostel No.-2, Dhurwa, 
Ranchi-834004 

11 

Designation and Contact no. 
of Tender inviting Officer 
Office 

Executive, Engineer, Planning and 
Investigation Division,RCD,Ranchi 
Mob-94311-65712 

12 

Previous PR No. 

211629Road (19-20)D 

Note-:Only e-Tender shall be accepted. The Undersigned have reserves the 
right to accept/reject any or all the firm's proposals without assigning any reason 
thereof. EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 

PR 214907 Road (19-20)D RANCHI-834002 


CM 

YK 
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JHARKHAND URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE 
d DEVELOPMENT COMPANY LIMITED 

3 Floor, RRDA Building, Pragati Sadan, Near Kutchery Road 
RANCHI 834 001, JHARKHAND. 

PH: +91 651 2225878, e-mail: juidcolimited@gmail.com 
CIN: U45200JH2013 SGCOO1752 


Ref. PR214063 Corrigendum-1 

All bidders are hereby announced that corrigendum 01 
is released for tender of NIT Ref No:- JUIDCO/PMAY/Vertical- 

:019_UDD_40804_1 for 
1432 dwelling 
each and 


III/2019 /281 and Tender ID: 2019_ 

"Construction (including structural design) of 14 
units in( 4 number of G+8 blocks of 322 DUs 
number of G+8 block of 144 DUs) at Birsanagar, Jamshedpur 
under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yoiana (Urban) under Package- 
VII". The bidders are advised to take in to account the same before 
submission of their bids against the tender. 

NOTE: Corrigendum-1 and all other information can be referred 
from the e-tender site of Govt, of Jharkhand i.e. (http:// 
jharkhandtenders.gov.in) 

[f^aieiciiBmTaaT^.ciicBgToft^.^cicifejicTcB^qi^^il p^jpf.^ Director (Technical) 
PR 214987 (Urban Development and Housing)19-20*D 


Office Of The Superintending Engineer, 
18 th Circle, Uttar Pradesh Jal Nigam, R-1, 
Raj Nagar (Near New Ghaziabad Railway 
Station), Ghaziabad (U.P.) Pin 201002 

No. 377/Nivida/22 Dtd. 20.08.2019 

Short Term E-Tender Notice 
Online percentage rate short term 
e-tender for “Dewatering, excavation, 
taking out of excavated silt from 2 Nos. 
settling basin at Muradnagar Campus 
and disposal b/w 6.00 Km to lO.OOKm 
distance along pipe line land or at 
directed places under Maintenance of 
200 cusec Delhi Water Supply 
Scheme” is hereby invited in two 
bid system on behalf of M.D., U.P. Jal 
Nigam from the contractors having 
requisite work experience and financial 
capability. Tender document shall be 
available at e-procurement website 
http://etender.up.nic.in latest by 
26.08.2019. Interested contractors may 
view & download tender document and 
upload their bids, duly filled, online latest 
by 11.09.2019 up to 12:30 P.M. Technical 
& Financial Evaluation cum technical Bid 
(Pre- Qualification Bid) of E-tender shall 
be opened on 11.09.2019 at 03.00 P.M. 



n STATE HIGHWAYS AUTHORITY OF JHARKHAND 
/ Government of Jharkhand 

e-procurement Notice inviting Request For Proposal for 
_ Construction Supervision Consultancy Services _ 

RFP No: SHAJ/PROCU/Hazaribagh Ring Road/CW/SC/2019 Date: 20.08.2019 

1. State Highways Authority of Jharkhand, Ranchi invites Construction Supervision 
Consultancy Services for “Construction of Hazaribag Ring Road Four lane Divided Carriageway 
Ring Road Section from RewaliNH-100 (Ring Road Ch.-10+850) to Massipirhi NH-3 3 (Ring Road 
Ch.-16+432) total length 5.582 km . The cost of the civil work is Rs 50,39,27,043.65 /--.” 

2. The interested consultancy firm who have experience in services of similar works and required 
technical & financial strength may obtain Request of Proposal (RFP) document from e-tendering 
portal www.jharkhandtenders.gov.in from 26.08.2019 (15:00 hrs) to 23.09.2019 (15:00 hrs). 

The complete RFP Application shall be submitted online by 23.09.2019 (upto 15:00 hrs) on e- 
tendering portal www.jharkhandtenders.gov.in as per instruction in RFP-Instruction to Bidder for e- 
tendering. All the details regarding this RFP will be available on the above mentioned website. 

No claim shall be entertained on account of disruption of internet services being 
used by bidders. Bidders are advised to upload their bids well in advance to avoid last minute 
technical snag. 

3. To participate in the bidding, it is mandatory for the applicants to get registered their firm /Joint 
Venture with e-tendering portal of http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in to have user ID & password. 

4. The consultancy firm are required to submit non-refundable document fee of Rs. 30,000/- (Rs. 
Thirty thousand only) in the form of Demand Draft in favour of State Highways Authority of 
Jharkhand Fund payable at Ranchi and Bid Security of Rs. 1,00,000/- (Rs. one lac only) in the form of 
Bank Guarantee from a Schedule Commercial Bank as per prescribed format. The document fee & Bid 
Security should be submitted to the office of undersigned latest by 24.09.2019 (upto 15:00 hrs). The 
undersigned will open the received bid online on 24.09.2019 at 15:30 hrs. 

Sd/- 


PR214904 State Highway 
Authority of Jharkhand(19-20)D 




Member (Technical) 

State Highways Authority of Jharkhand 
Deen Dayal Nagar 

(Near Office of Executive Engineer, NH Division, Ranchi) 
Booty Road, Ranchi-834008. Ph.: 0651-2361306, 
E-mail: membertechnical.shaj2@gmail.com 



STATE HIGHWAYS AUTHORITY OF JHARKHAND 
Government of Jharkhand 


e-procurement Notice inviting RFP 

for Engineering, Procurement & Construction 

Ref No: SHAJ/PROC/H.L.Bridge/2019 Date: 20.08.2019 

1. State Highways Authority of Jharkhand, Ranchi invites Request for Proposal from eligible bidders for 
Construction of H.L Bridge in Rajrappa Area (Rajrappa OCP) over Damodar River in Ramgarh district 
in State of Jharkhand, on Engineering, Procurement and Construction (EPC) basis . The approximate 
cost of the work is Rs. 23.25 Crore. 

2. The interested bidders who have experience in execution of similar works and required technical & financial 
strength may obtain Request for Proposal (RFP) document for Engineering, Procurement & Construction 
document from e-tendering portal www.jharkhandtenders.gov.in from 26.08.2019 (12:30 hrs) to 25.09.2019 

The complete RFP Application shall be submitted online by 25.09.2019 (upto 12:00 hrs) on e- 
tendering portal www.jharkhandtenders.gov.in All the details regarding this RFP will be available on the above 
mentioned website. 

3. The contractors are required to submit non-refundable document fee of Rs. 50,000/- (Rs. Fifty thousand only) 
in the form of Demand Draft in favour of "State Highways Authority of Jharkhand Fund" payable at "Ranchi" & 
Bid Security of Rs. 23,25,000/- . (Rs. twenty three lakhs twenty five thousand Only.) in form of Bank 
Guarantee from a Schedule Commercial Bank as per prescribed format. The Document Fee & Bid Security 
should be submitted to the office ofundersigned latest by 26.09.2019 (upto 12:00 hrs). 

Sd / 

Member (Technical) 

State Highways Authority of Jharkhand, Deen Dayal Nagar 
(Near Office of Executive Engineer, NH Division, Ranchi) 
Booty Road, Ranchi-834008. Ph.: 0651-2361306 

PR 214897 State Highway Authority of Jharkhand (19-20)D E-mail: membertechnical.shaj2@gmail.com 
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NATION 9 


WEATHER WATCH 

RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY 





TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/lMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS) 

Forecast for Friday: Heavy to very heavy rain Likely at isolated 
places over Odisha, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pra¬ 
desh, Chhattisgarh, Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, 
Mizoram, Tripura, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka, Tamil 
Nadu, Puducherry, Karaika, Lakshadweep, Kerala and Mahe 


3 elephants die in Odisha accident 

Tragedy strikes when a herd of 10 elephants was crossing NH-20 near Keonjhar 


CITY 

RAIN 

MAX 

MIN 

CITY 

RAIN 

MAX 

MIN 

Agartala. 

.... 0.4.. 

..35.7.. 

..27.2 

Kozhikode. 

.. 24.2.. 

..30.7.. 

..24.0 

Ahmedabad.... 


..33.4.. 

..25.5 

Kurnool. 

.. 20.8.. 

..29.8.. 

..23.5 

Aizawl. 


..30.3.. 

..22.8 

Lucknow. 

.. 10.8.. 

..27.3.. 

..25.2 

Allahabad. 

....2.8.. 

..29.7.. 

..26.6 

Madurai. 


..36.6.. 

..25.8 

Bengaluru. 

.... 1.6.. 

..27.3.. 

..20.5 

Mangaluru. 

.. 96.8.. 

..28.4.. 

..22.8 

Bhopal. 

.. 15.4.. 

..30.5.. 

..22.2 

Mumbai. 

.... 1 . 0 .. 

..32.1.. 

..26.4 

Bhubaneswar.. 


..33.7.. 

..25.0 

Mysuru. 

.... 7.2.. 

..27.9.. 

..20.4 

Chandigarh .... 


..34.0.. 

..25.0 

New Delhi. 


..36.1.. 

..24.5 

Chennai. 


..33.2.. 

..25.8 

Patna . 

.. 15.3.. 

..34.6.. 

..24.8 

Coimbatore.... 


..31.5.. 

..22.8 

Port Blair. 

.. 44.5.. 

..30.5.. 

..23.2 

Dehradun. 

.. 26.7.. 

..32.8.. 

..22.6 

Puducherry. 

.. 46.4.. 

..33.6.. 

..22.5 

Gangtok. 

....2.5.. 

..25.3.. 

..18.1 

Pune. 

.... 0.2.. 

..28.5.. 

..22.0 

Goa . 

.. 24.7.. 


..24.4 

Raipur. 

.... 2.8.. 

..31.8.. 

..24.7 

Guwahati. 


..37.0.. 

..26.9 

Ranchi. 


..32.4.. 

..23.4 

Hubballi. 


..27.0.. 

..21.0 

Shillong. 


..25.0.. 

..17.9 

Hyderabad. 


..31.9.. 

..24.0 

Shimla. 


..24.9.. 

..15.3 

Imphal. 


..31.1.. 

..21.7 

Srinagar . 



..13.7 

Jaipur . 


..35.0.. 

..26.0 

Thiruvananthapuram.. 

.. 11.4.. 

..29.8.. 

..23.7 

Kochi. 

..42.8.. 

..27.0.. 

..23.2 

Tiruchi . 

.... 7.7.. 

..36.0.. 

..24.6 

Kohima . 


..28.0.. 

..18.4 

Vijayawada. 

.. 76.8.. 

..35.1.. 

..24.6 

Kolkata. 


..35.1.. 

..27.7 

Visakhapatnam. 

.. 10.6.. 

..34.0.. 

..25.6 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BHUBANESWAR 

Three wild elephants were 
killed in a road accident in¬ 
volving a passenger bus and 
a truck on a national high¬ 
way in Odisha’s Keonjhar 
district early on Thursday. 

According to forest offi¬ 
cials, the accident occurred 
when a herd of 10 elephants 
were crossing NH-20 at 
around 2 a.m. near Balijodi 
village under the Ghatagaon 
forest range. While a female 
elephant and her one-year- 
old calf died on the spot, 
another female elephant, 
died during treatment. 

While the truck skidded 
olf the road, the bus sped 
away. The bus was later lo¬ 
cated near Barbil town in the 
district and the driver was 
taken into custody. 



Mammoth tragedy: The site of the accident in which three elephants were killed in Keonjhar 
district of Odisha on Wednesday night. 


■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


EPFO to restore commutation of pension 

6.3 lakh people will benefit following the retirement fund body’s decision 


(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius) 

Pollutants in the air you are breathing 

CITIES 

Ahmedabad. 59 

Bengaluru. 02 

Chennai. 17 

Delhi. 13 

Hyderabad. 38 

Kolkata. 07 

Lucknow. 04 

Mumbai. 14 

Pune. 74 

Visakhapatnam 16 


SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PMIO CODE 

84 60 ....78 .143 
...41 
.145 
...71 
...49 
.105 
...90 
...61 
...51 
...45 


.25 96 
.39 40 
.83 29 
.22 16 
.32 08 
.43 52 
.10 98 
.08 66 
.14 29 


.112 

.102 

...91 

...90 

...51 

...51 

...72 


Yesterday 


In observation made at 6.00 
p.m., Bhiwadi, Rajasthan 
recorded an overall air 
quality index (AQI) score of 
236 indicating an unhealthy 
level of pollution. In 
contrast, Bathinda, Punjab 
recorded a healthy AQI score 
of 30 


Air Quality Code: ■ Poor ■ Moderate ■ Good (Readings indicate average AQI) 
SO 2 : Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, 
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air 
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues 
and monuments. 

NO 2 : Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by 
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters. 

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to 
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause 
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death. 

PM2.5 & PMIO: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, 
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced 
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature 
death in people with heart or lung disease 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Providing relief to 6.3 lakh 
pensioners, retirement fund 
body Employees’ Provident 
Fund Organisation (EPFO) 
has approved a proposal to 
restore commutation of pen¬ 
sion, or advance part-with¬ 
drawal, under the Em¬ 
ployees’ Pension Scheme. 

Withdrawn in 2009 

The move would benefit the 
pensioners who had opted 
for commutation and got a 
lump sum amount at the 
time of retirement before 
2009. The provision for 


commutation of pension was 
withdrawn by the EPFO in 
2009. 

Under the commutation, 
monthly pension used to be 
cut by one-third for the next 
15 years and the reduced 
amount would be given in 
lump sum. After the 15 years, 
the pensioners were entitled 
to get the full pension. 

“In a major decision, the 
[EPFO’s apex decision-mak¬ 
ing body] Central Board of 
Trustees in a meeting held at 
Hyderabad on August 21, ap¬ 
proved a proposal to recom¬ 
mend for amendment in 
EPS-95 for restoration of 


commuted value of pension 
to pensioners after 15 years 
of drawing commutation, 
which will benefit about 6.3 
lakh pensioners,” according 
to a statement by the EPFO. 

Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh 
general secretary Virjesh 
Upadhyay said there was a 
demand for restoration of 
commutation of pension. 

“Earlier, under EPS-95 
[Employees’ Pension 
Scheme, 1995], members 
were able to commute one- 
third of their pension for 10 
years, which was restored af¬ 
ter 15 years. This facility is 
available to government em¬ 


ployees,” said Mr. Upadhyay. 

IL&FS issue 

In the matter of coupon de¬ 
fault of IL&FS Ltd, the CBT 
nominated three officers to 
attend the debenture hol¬ 
ders’ meeting that may be 
held in future and if need be, 
vote on behalf of the CBT. 

Moreover, the trustees ap¬ 
proved the decision to 
choose the exchange-traded 
fund (ETF) manufacturers 
through public bidding by 
October 31, 2019, and ex¬ 
tended the term of the pre¬ 
sent ETF manufacturers (SBI 
MF andUTI MF) till then. 


ED questions 
Raj Thackeray 
for nine hours 


It was part of an investigation into 
IL&FS-Kohinoor CTNL case 


GAUTAM S. MENGLE 
MUSK AN KHATOR 

MUMBAI 

The Enforcement Directo¬ 
rate on Thursday ques¬ 
tioned Maharashtra Navnir- 
man Sena chief Raj 
Thackeray for close to nine 
hours in connection with 
the IL&FS-Kohinoor CTNL 
case. 

Mr. Thackeray, called for 
questioning, reached the ED 
office in Ballard Pier around 
11.30 a.m., accompanied by 
wife Sharmila, son Amit, 
daughter Urvashi and 
daughter-in-law Mitali. He 
entered the ED office with¬ 
out speaking to the media, 
while his family members 
went to the Grant Hotel 
close to the ED office. 

Shareholding pattern 

“Mr. Thackeray was mainly 
questioned about the share¬ 
holding pattern in Kohinoor 
CTNL as well as some facts 
that came to light in the 
questioning of others over 
the last few days,” an ED of¬ 
ficer said. 

The ED has since Monday 
been questioning Unmesh 
Joshi, son of former Maha¬ 
rashtra Chief Minister Ma- 
nohar Joshi, and senior MNS 
leader Rajan Shirodkar. The 
trio were partners in a con¬ 
sortium that formed Kohi¬ 
noor CTNL, to which IL&FS 



Raj Thackeray 

paid close to ^860 crore in 
the form of loans and invest¬ 
ments. The officer added 
that other aspects of the 
questioning included the 
trail of money after it was 
paid to Kohinoor CTNL by 
IL&FS and the granting of 
unsecured loans by IL&FS 
without any collateral des¬ 
pite the company declaring 
losses. Mr. Thackeray left 
the ED office around 8.15 
p.m., accompanied by his 
family members. 

ED sources said he had 
not been called in for ques¬ 
tioning on Friday and that it 
was unlikely that he would 
need to be questioned again 
unless some new facts come 
to light in subsequent inves¬ 
tigations. The Mumbai Pol¬ 
ice, meanwhile, laid down a 
tight cordon of personnel, 
closed all roads to the ED of¬ 
fice for vehicular traffic. 


IN BRIEF 



Nirav Modi's remand 
extended till Sept. 19 

LONDON 

Nirav Modi, wanted in India in 
connection with the nearly $2 
billion Punjab National Bank 
fraud, appeared before a UK 
court on Thursday via 
videolink from his London 
prison and was further 
remanded in judicial custody 
till September 19. pti 

NDTV interim CEO 
Suparna Singh resigns 

NEW DELHI 

Media firm NDTV on Thursday 
said its Interim CEO Suparna 
Singh has resigned with 
immediate effect. "Suparna 
Singh has informed the 
company that she will step 
down from her 

responsibilities," NDTV said in 
a regulatory filing, pti 

AMU student arrested 
over Modi poster 

ALIGARH 

An Aligarh Muslim University 
student was arrested after his 
Facebook page showed an 
objectionable poster on Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
carried recently by anti-India 
protesters in London, police 
said. Mohammad Zaid Rashid, 
20, admitted to the 
university's Kishanganj 
centre, was here when he 
downloaded the picture, pti 

Subhash Kapoor charged 
with looting artefacts 

NEW YORK 

Jailed art dealer Subhash 
Kapoor has been charged by 
prosecutors in Manhattan 
with stealing and possessing 
millions of dollars worth of 
artefacts. Officials of the 
Metropolitan Museum are 
Looking into whether the 
Looted antiquities he sold 
ended up in its collection, pti 

Assam teen held for 
threat email to BCCI 

MUMBAI 

The Maharashtra Anti 
Terrorism Squad has arrested 
a 19-year-old Assam native 
for allegedly sending an email 
threatening to attack Indian 
cricketers earlier this month. 
ATS officers said the message 
was sent to the official email 
of the BCCI on Aug. 16. 


SC refers Oxytocin 
ban to larger bench 


LEGA L CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court on 
Thursday referred to a 
larger Bench a batch of 
petitions challenging a 
government notifica¬ 
tion banning private 
companies from ma¬ 
nufacturing Oxytocin, 
a first line drug admi¬ 
nistered to save the 
lives of young mothers 
suffering from exces¬ 
sive bleeding imme¬ 
diately after childbirth. 

At the centre of the 
controversy is an April 
2018 notification is¬ 
sued by the Centre un¬ 
der Section 26A of the 
Drugs and Cosmetics 
Act, 1940 restricting 
the manufacture of Ox¬ 
ytocin for domestic 
use. Only public sector 
undertakings could 
manufacture the drug, 
the notification said. 

Extracting milk 

The trigger for the not¬ 
ification was a 21-year- 
old problem: clandes¬ 
tine manufacture of 
the drug and its misuse 
by dairy owners on 


milch animals to artifi¬ 
cially extract milk. 

However, the Delhi 
High Court, in a deci¬ 
sion on December 14 
last year, quashed the 
notification as arbi¬ 
trary and unreasona¬ 
ble. The High Court 
said Oxytocin was an 
essential drug and the 
“Central government 
did not adequately 
weigh the danger to 
the lives of the users of 
Oxytocin, i.e. pregnant 
women and young 
mothers, nor did it 
consider the delete¬ 
rious effect to the pu¬ 
blic generally and wo¬ 
men particularly, of 
the possible restricted 
supply of a lifesaving 
drug, if the manufac¬ 
ture is confined to one 
single public sector 
enterprise.” 

The Bench of Justic¬ 
es A.M. Sapre and Indu 
Malhotra, in a 41-page 
judgment, concluded 
that the case raises 
substantial questions 
of law to be answered 
by a three-judge 
Bench. 


Students promoted 
without evaluation 


STAFF REPORTER 

BERHAMPUR 

Students were found 
to have been promot¬ 
ed and studying in 
Class X in a girls high 
school at Pattapur in 
Odisha’s Ganjam dis¬ 
trict though answer 
sheets of their annual 
examination for Class 
IX have not been eval¬ 
uated yet. 

This was revealed 
during a surprise in¬ 
spection of the school 
by Ganjam District 
Education Officer 
(DEO) Sanatan Panda 
on Wednesday. His in¬ 
teraction with some 


Class X students re¬ 
vealed that none of 
them knew anything 
about their Class IX 
marks. 

Inspection of the of¬ 
fice almirah revealed 
that answer sheets of 
the test examination 
for Class X students 
conducted in 2018 had 
not been corrected 
yet. Only the students 
who qualify in this test 
examination are al¬ 
lowed to take the Class 
X board examinations. 

The DEO has sus¬ 
pended the in-charge 
headmaster, Samir 
Kanta Tripathy. 
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“Invitation” 

Join Smart India Hackathon (SIH) 2020 

(as an Organization, as an Evaluator or Judge, as a Mentor) 




WE HAVE 


SMART INDIA 
HACKATHON 
2020 


manm&EnMmi 

~ EDITIONS ^ 



Tentative date 

14 th 8.15 th March. 2020 


Tentative date 
6 th to 10 th July, 2020 


Dr. Ramesh Pokhriyal 
‘Nishank’ 

Minister of Human Resource 
Development 
Government of India 


Invitation to Central and State Ministries, Government Departments, PSUs, 
Industries & NGOs to join Smart India Hackathon (SIH) 2020 


Share your problems and students across India will offer solutions for them 

Share 2-5 problem statements per organization 

What is SIH 2020? 


• World's Biggest Hackathon and Open Innovation model, an initiative 
by Ministry of HRD 

• 4th edition of highly successful Smart India Hackathon initiative 

• Involves 2 Lakh+ students with 57,000+ ideas from 2200+ 
institutions against 530+ problem statements provided by 120+ 
organizations from across India 

• Students across India compete creatively to solve problems of 
Ministries, Departments and Industries to give solutions 

• Harness expertise of students from AICTE/UGC approved institutions, 
NTs, NITsandllSc. 

For more details about submitting problem statements & 
Terms & Conditions please visit: 

www.sih.gov.in 


Application for Evaluators or Judges for SIH2020: 

Register to apply at: www.sih.gov.in 


Why join SIH 2020? 

• Get innovative solutions to your problems in cost effective ways 

• Opportunity to be a part of Nation Building 

• Opportunity to brand your company nationally 

• Recognition and visibility for your company across all premier 
institutions in India 

• Talented youngsters from all over the country offer 
out-of-the-box solutions to your problems 

• Opportunity to work with some of the best talents in the country 


Last date to submit problem statements: 

Sept. 30, 2019 


Application for Design Mentors for SIH2020: 

Register to apply at: www.sih.gov.in 


\ 


THEMES 


7 


Agriculture & Rural Development 
Clean Water 
Robotics and Drones 


Healthcare & Biomedical devices 
Renewable energy 
Security & Surveillance 


Smart Communication 
Smart Vehicles 
Food Processing 


* Waste Management 

• Miscellaneous 

*Terms & conditions apply 



fgj j sih@aicte-india.org www.sih.gov.in ^@SIH_2020 n www.facebook.com/i4C.lndia 


Advt. No. Innovation Cell/08(02)/2019 


(Member Secretary) 


A ND-NDE 
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Internal affairs 


With Bangladesh out of the picture, the 
government should clarify its post-NRC plans 

E xternal Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar’s statement 
in Dhaka on Tuesday that the soon-to-be-pu- 
blished National Register of Citizens (NRC) in As¬ 
sam is India’s internal matter lets Bangladesh off the 
hook as far as a possible return of those who don’t find 
their names in the NRC is concerned. The Supreme 
Court has repeatedly asked the Centre to ascertain from 
Bangladesh whether it would accept those persons, 
who might be declared foreigners, after the NRC exer¬ 
cise is completed in Assam. In fact, the Supreme Court 
has had occasion to say that the Centre had not engaged 
Bangladesh in a substantive dialogue on the issue. By 
stating that the NRC is India’s internal matter, the Exter¬ 
nal Affairs Minister has conceded to Bangladesh a point 
that Dhaka has repeatedly made - that the 40 lakh-odd 
people who don’t figure in the draft NRC lists are not its 
citizens and it is not responsible for them. In fact, Ban¬ 
gladesh has never accepted that any of its citizens ever 
illegally entered Indian territory. Other than the cryptic 
remark about the NRC being an internal matter for In¬ 
dia, The Daily Star newspaper quoted the Bangladeshi 
Foreign Minister A.K. Abdul Momen as saying that Mr. 
Jaishanlcar had conveyed to him not to worry about the 
NRC issue. Bangladesh could well be satisfied with New 
Delhi’s position on the NRC, but Indians are none the 
wiser about what the Centre plans to do with the lakhs 
of people - Hindus and Muslims - who are likely to find 
themselves missing from the Register when it is finally 
published on August 31. 

The BJP has long promised that it will deport all ille¬ 
gally resident Bangladeshis from Assam and the rest of 
India, a view that it has articulated time and again over 
the years. But this position doesn’t tally with what Mr. 
Jaishankar told his Bangladeshi counterpart. The party 
has simultaneously promised that all non-Muslims, 
whose names don’t figure in the NRC, will be given citi¬ 
zenship rights by amending the law. Other than this, 
there is no clarity on what the government plans to do 
with the lakhs of people likely to be rendered stateless 
after the NRC exercise is completed. Though these per¬ 
sons would have access to foreigners’ tribunals and the 
courts of the country, the Centre and the Supreme 
Court should have had a plan in place about how they 
will deal with the impending humanitarian crisis in As¬ 
sam. Many of the affected are abjectly poor people, 
with little or no understanding of how the NRC process 
works, and entered this country in the hope of a better 
future for themselves and their children. It is the duty 
of the Government of India and the Supreme Court to 
ensure that these individuals are treated with dignity. 
The government would also do well to treat all com¬ 
munities who don’t figure in the NRC in a non-discrim- 
inatory manner. 

New norms 

SEBI’s liberalised norms for FPIs will make 
Indian markets attractive to foreign investors 

F oreign investors who have been fleeing the coun¬ 
try since the Union budget presented early last 
month have something to cheer about finally. On 
Wednesday, the Securities and Exchange Board of India 
(SEBI), based on the recommendations of the H.R. 
Khan committee, eased several regulatory restrictions 
that are likely to make life easier for foreign portfolio in¬ 
vestors (FPIs). Among a slew of measures, the financial 
markets regulator has simplified the registration pro¬ 
cess for FPIs by doing away with the broad-based eligi¬ 
bility criteria, which required a minimum of at least 20 
investors in a foreign fund, and certain documentary 
requirements. FPIs can now also engage in the off-mar¬ 
ket sale of their shares with fewer restrictions. Further, 
SEBI has allowed entities registered at an international 
financial services centre to be automatically classified 
as FPIs. This might help foreign investors bypass some 
of the restrictions. Mutual funds with offshore funds 
too can invest in India as FPIs to avail certain tax bene¬ 
fits now. Central banks that are not members of the 
Bank of International Settlements are also allowed to 
register as FPIs and invest in the country under the new 
norms. Smart cities, along with other urban develop¬ 
ment agencies, will now be allowed to issue municipal 
bonds to raise funds for development. These measures 
to cut red tape will help lower the regulatory burden on 
investors, globalise India’s financial markets, and aid 
the growth of the broader economy by increasing ac¬ 
cess to growth capital. 

It is not immediately clear whether SEBI’s move on 
Wednesday was motivated by the recent flow of funds 
out of India’s capital markets. Capital in excess of 
£20,000 crore has left Indian shores in the last few 
weeks after Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman’s 
budget decision to increase taxes on FPIs. Policymakers 
were clearly under pressure to do something to allay 
the fears of foreign investors, so the timing of SEBI’s 
move is no surprise. But given the broader trend of cap¬ 
ital flowing out of emerging markets across the world, it 
remains to be seen whether SEBI’s present move will 
yield immediate benefits. Even if it fails to do so, the 
move will still help Indian markets become more attrac¬ 
tive to foreign investors in the long-run. While the steps 
taken by policymakers to make amends for their pre¬ 
vious policy errors are obviously welcome, they should 
not deflect attention from the larger and persistent is¬ 
sue of overreach by the government against investors. 
In a world of globalised capital markets, where many 
nimble emerging markets compete to attract capital 
from the developed world, India cannot afford to be 
seen as flip-flopping on its commitments. 



Increasing investment to stimulate growth 

Attention needs to be paid to both cyclical and structural dimensions of India’s present economic slowdown 



C. RANGARAJAN 
& D.K.SRIVASTAVA 


I ndia’s current economic slow¬ 
down is due to a combination of 
two underlying trends. First, 
there is the short-run cyclical slow¬ 
down exhibited by a number of 
high-frequency indicators, reflect¬ 
ing a significant fall in demand, es¬ 
pecially for sectors such as auto¬ 
mobiles, consumer durables and 
housing. 

Second, there is the more se¬ 
rious long-term fall in investment 
and savings rates. Raising growth 
requires that attention be paid to 
both cyclical and structural di¬ 
mensions of the problem. 

Fixed capital formation 

When it comes to the Gross Fixed 
Capital Formation (GFCF) relative 
to GDP at current prices, a steady 
fall has been visible since 2011-12, 
when it was 34.3%. By 2017-18, it 
had fallen by 5.7% points, to a level 
of 28.6%. 

Assuming an Incremental Capi¬ 
tal Output Ratio (ICOR) of 4, this 
meant a fall of nearly 1.4% points 
in the potential growth rate. The 
fall consisted of sectoral decreases 
in the household, private corpo¬ 
rate and public sectors (as indicat¬ 
ed in the table). 

It is noticeable that the fall in 
the household sector’s investment 
rate got arrested by 2015-16. Ho¬ 
wever, by then, the rate had alrea¬ 
dy fallen by 6.3% points. From 
2016-17, the sector’s investment 
rate even showed some recovery. 

In contrast to the household 
sector rate, the private corporate 
sector investment rate did not 


All-round 
fall in 
outlays 

While the household 
sector's investment 
rate fell sharply 
between 2011-12 
and 2015-16 before 
increasing slightly, the 
rates for corporate 
and public sectors 
showed a constancy 
in the period and a 
marginal fall in the 
subsequent years 


Source: National Income 
Accounts, MOSPI 



Sector-wise Gross Fixed Capital Formation (as % of GDP) at current prices (2011-12 base series) 



2011-12 

2012-13 

2013-14 

2014-15 

2015-16 

2016-17 

2017-18 1 

Total 

34.3 

33.4 

31.3 

30.1 

28.7 

28.2 

28.6 

Public 

7.3 

7 

7.1 

7 

7.5 

6.8 

7.2 

Private corporate 

11.2 

11.8 

11.7 

11 

11.9 

11 

11.2 

Households 

15.7 

14.6 

12.5 

12.1 

9.4 

10.4 

10.3 


show any fall up to 2015-16 when, 
at 11.9%, it was in fact higher than 
the corresponding rate for 2011-12 
(11.2%). It fell in the subsequent 
years, but only by 0.7% points. 
This near-constancy runs counter 
to what industry leaders have 
been saying and what other data 
sources such as CMIE indicate, 
casting some doubts on the verac¬ 
ity of the figures. 

In the case of the public sector, 
the rate fell by 0.3% points bet¬ 
ween 2015-16 and 2017-18. 

Thus, the period from 2011-12 to 
2017-18 can be seen as consisting of 
two parts: 2011-12 to 2015-16, when 
the household sector investment 
rate fell sharply; and 2015-16 to 
2017-18 when the investment rates 
of the private corporate and public 
sectors fell marginally. 

Fall in household savings rate 

The Gross Domestic Savings Rate 
also fell between 2011-12 and 2017- 
18 by 4.1% points, from 34.6% of 
GDP to 30.5%. However, this fall 
was entirely due to the household 
sector, with the private corporate 
and public sectors showing in¬ 
creases in their savings rates by 


margins of 2.2% points and 0.2% 
points, respectively. This differen¬ 
tiated sectoral pattern of invest¬ 
ment and savings rates had signifi¬ 
cant implications for the financing 
of investment. Private corporate 
and public sectors were the deficit 
sectors, financing their deficits 
from the surplus savings of the 
household sector. In addition, net 
inflow of foreign capital added to 
the flow of investible resources. 

Throughout the period from 
2011-12, the savings rate of the priv¬ 
ate corporate sector increased, re¬ 
ducing its dependence on the sur¬ 
plus savings of the household 
sector. While the excess of private 
corporate sector’s investment ov¬ 
er its own savings rate was 3.8% 
points of GDP in 2011-12, the gap 
fell to 0.5% points by 2017-18. 

Given this pattern, at present, 
all the surplus savings of the hou¬ 
sehold sector is available for the 
public sector. With private corpo¬ 
rate sector’s investment demand 
being largely met by its own sav¬ 
ings, public sector’s borrowing re¬ 
quirements can be fully financed 
using the surplus from the house¬ 
hold sector, supplemented by net 


inflow of foreign capital without 
any fear of crowding out. 

In 2018-19, the real GDP growth 
rate was 6.8%. Two critical policy 
challenges need to be addressed. 
First, a countercyclical policy 
should increase growth rate to its 
current potential of 7%-7.5% and 
then structural reforms should 
raise the potential growth itself to 
above 8.5% if India is to attain a 
size of $5 trillion by 2024-25. 

More capital expenditure 

From the monetary side, reducing 
the repo rate by a cumulated mar¬ 
gin of 110 basis points in 2019 has 
not as yet induced a noticeable 
growth response. Complementary 
fiscal stimulus, in the form of addi¬ 
tional public sector investment, 
may prove to be more effective. 

However, given the fiscal deficit 
constraint, there is limited flexibil¬ 
ity for increasing centre’s capital 
expenditure directly. In the 2019- 
20 budget, this is estimated to be 
1.6% of GDP. There may be some 
expansion, if additional dividends 
from the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) flow to the government. 
Further, there may be some possi¬ 


ble additional disinvestment. Ho¬ 
wever, care should be taken to de¬ 
ploy all of these additional funds 
for capital expenditure. 

Normally, the prescription to 
meet slowing demand is to in¬ 
crease government expenditure. 
In the current situation, there can 
be an increase in government ex¬ 
penditure but it has to be directed 
towards an increase in investment 
expenditure. 

A similar effort may be made by 
State governments and non-go¬ 
vernment public sector enterpris¬ 
es to increase capital expendi¬ 
tures. All these measures may also 
crowd in private investment. 
Thus, this fiscal push, together 
with the already-initiated mone¬ 
tary stimulus, may help raise the 
growth rate. 

Another area that needs imme¬ 
diate attention is the financial sys¬ 
tem, which must be activated to 
lend more. 

On the structural reforms that 
are needed to push the economy 
onto a sustained high growth path, 
much can be said. We will confine 
ourselves to only one suggestion, 
on the fiscal account. We need a 
re-look at the Fiscal Responsibility 
and Budget Management Act 
(FRBM) Act. The government 
should actually move towards re¬ 
ducing the revenue deficit to zero. 
This can happen if the Centre fo¬ 
cusses more on items on the Union 
list. Once this is achieved, the Cen¬ 
tral Government can be given full 
freedom over fiscal deficit, as the 
entire deficit will be directed to¬ 
wards meeting capital expendi¬ 
tures. This was described as the 
‘golden rule’ in U.K. 


C. Rangarajan is former Chairman, Prime 
Minister’s Economic Advisory Council and 
former Governor ; Reserve Bank of India; 

D. K. Srivastava is former Director, Madras 
School of Economics. View are personal 


Taking a ‘Far East’ turn to deepen a friendship 

During Modi’s visit to Vladivostok, India should signal more willingness to invest in a less-developed part of Russia 



HARSH V. PANT 
& RAJ KUMAR SHARMA 


S ome 48 years ago, when the 
U.S. and British Navies tried 
to threaten Indian security 
during the India-Pakistan war in 
1971, the Soviet Union dispatched 
nuclear-armed flotilla from its Pac¬ 
ific Fleet based at Vladivostok in 
support of India. Ever since then, 
the city of Vladivostok, located in 
Russia’s Far East, has had a special 
place in the hearts of Indians. 
When Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi visits the city as the guest of 
honour at Eastern Economic Fo¬ 
rum (EEF) in September, he would 
be announcing India’s plans to in¬ 
vest in Russia’s Far East, thus, pay¬ 
ing back the long-held Indian debt 
to Vladivostok. 

The Far East lies in the Asian 
part of Russia and is less deve¬ 
loped than the country’s Euro¬ 
pean areas. As part of his ‘Pivot to 
Asia’ strategy. President Vladimir 
Putin is inviting foreign countries 
to invest in this region. The coun¬ 
try’s outreach to Asian nations has 
especially gained momentum after 
the 2014 Crimea crisis spoiled its 
relations with the West. 

At the same time, the idea of an 
‘Indo-Pacific region’, which sig¬ 


nals India’s willingness to work 
with the U.S. mainly to counter 
China’s assertive maritime rise, 
has also left Russia concerned. 
Moscow is apprehensive that the 
U.S. would exert pressure on In¬ 
dia’s foreign policy choices and 
that it could lose a friendly coun¬ 
try and one of the biggest buyers 
of Russian military hardware. 

For a multipolar Indo-Pacific 

New Delhi, on its part, has main¬ 
tained that Indo-Pacific is not tar¬ 
geted against any country and 
stands for inclusiveness and stabil¬ 
ity. Mr. Modi made this clear to Mr. 
Putin during their Sochi informal 
summit in 2018. Later, at the Shan¬ 
gri-La dialogue, he again empha¬ 
sised that for India, Indo-Pacific is 
not a club of limited members and 
that New Delhi wants to have in¬ 
clusive engagement with all the re¬ 
levant stakeholders. 

This constant engagement has 
borne fruit and the two countries 
are now working for a multipolar 
Indo-Pacific. India has also been 
able to convince Russia that its en¬ 
gagement with the U.S. is not going 
to come against Russian interests. 

On its part, Russia also wants to 
make sure that China does not be¬ 
come a hegemon in the Eurasian 
region and is hence deepening 
cooperation with countries like In¬ 
dia, Vietnam and Indonesia. Here, 
the Far East has the potential to 
become an anchor in deepening 
India-Russia cooperation; more so 



considering that New Delhi has ex¬ 
panded the scope of its ‘Act East 
policy’ to also include Moscow. 

At least 17 countries have alrea¬ 
dy invested in the Far East which, 
with its investment-friendly ap¬ 
proach and vast reserves of natu¬ 
ral resources, has the potential to 
strengthen India-Russia economic 
partnership in areas like energy, 
tourism, agriculture, diamond 
mining and alternative energy. 

Mr. Modi’s visit to Vladivostok 
would not be an event in isolation 
as New Delhi and Moscow have 
been drawing up the plan to coop¬ 
erate in the region in the last few 
years. A bilateral business dia¬ 
logue was included in the business 
programme of EEF in 2017 and, in 
2018, India was one of the 18 coun¬ 
tries for which Russia simplified 
electronic visas to encourage tou¬ 
rism in the Far East. New Delhi will 
also provide an annual grant of 


$10,000 to fund the study of Indol- 
ogy at the Centre of Regional and 
International Studies at Far East¬ 
ern Federal University. Also, a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
has been signed between Amity 
University and Far Eastern Federal 
University to intensify cultural and 
academic exchanges in the areas 
of research and education. 

A lack of manpower is one of 
the main problems faced by the 
Far East and Indian professionals 
like doctors, engineers and teach¬ 
ers can help in the region’s deve¬ 
lopment. Presence of Indian man¬ 
power will also help in balancing 
Russian concerns over Chinese mi¬ 
gration into the region. Further, 
India, one of the largest importers 
of timber, can find ample resourc¬ 
es in the region. Japan and South 
Korea have also been investing 
and New Delhi may explore areas 
of joint collaboration. 

State-to-province ties 

Mr. Modi has also given due impor¬ 
tance to ‘paradiplomacy’ where 
Indian States are being encour¬ 
aged to develop relations with fo¬ 
reign countries. States like Uttar 
Pradesh, Gujarat, Maharashtra, 
Haryana and Goa would be collab¬ 
orating with Russian Provinces to 
increase trade and investments. 
Earlier this month. Commerce and 
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal led 
a delegation to Vladivostok that in¬ 
cluded Chief Ministers of these 
States and representatives from 


about 140 companies. For India, 
there is immense potential for 
mid-sized and small businesses 
who should be assisted to over¬ 
come language and cultural bar¬ 
riers so that they successfully 
adopt local business practices. A 
meeting between the heads of the 
regions of Russia and various Chief 
Ministers from Indian States may 
soon take place and this should be¬ 
come a regular feature. 

The two countries are also look¬ 
ing at the feasibility of Chennai- 
Vladivostok sea route that would 
allow India access to Russia’s Far 
East in 24 days, compared to the 
40 days taken by the current route 
via Suez Canal and Europe. This 
route would potentially add the re¬ 
quired balance to peace and pros¬ 
perity in South China Sea and 
could open new vistas for India, 
like the India-Russia-Vietnam tri¬ 
lateral cooperation. 

Great power rivalry is back in 
international politics, making it 
more unpredictable. In times 
when U.S. President Trump is in¬ 
terested in ‘deglobalisation’ and 
China is promoting ‘globalisation 
2.0 with Chinese characteristics’, 
it makes sense for India and Russia 
to increase their areas of coopera¬ 
tion and trade in order to hedge 
against disruptive forces and make 
their ties sustainable. 


Harsh V. Pant is professor at King’s College 
London; Raj Kumar Sharma is consultant. 
Faculty of Political Science, IGNOU 
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Late-night arrest 

It won’t be an 
overstatement to say that 
political vendetta is writ 
large on the exertions made 
to frame and fix P. 
Chidambaram and 
humiliate him and hound 
him out of the political 
realm (Front page, 
“Chidambaram arrested in 
INX Media case after high 
drama,” August 22). What 
stands exposed is that the 
law does not take its own 
course but a course the 
government of the day 
wishes. Fighting corruption 
selectively and episodically 
has become a weapon to 
pin down and ‘punish’ 
political opponents. The 
denial of pre-arrest bail by 
the Delhi High Court, 
diverging from the norm, 
and the refusal of the 
Supreme Court to give a 


hearing on Mr. 
Chidambaram’s plea for no 
good reason have inevitably 
made the citizens feel that 
the Indian judiciary is not 
keen on ensuring that its 
citizens don’t have to suffer 
a loss of liberty. 

G. David Milton, 

Maruthancode, Tamil Nadu 

■ The relentless efforts taken 
by the counsel for Mr. 
Chidambaram to bring up 
the appeal against the 
rejection of his anticipatory 
bail application by the Delhi 
High Court brought to my 
mind a case in the Madras 
High Court decades ago 
when V. Rajagoplachari, a 
leading lawyer, barged into 
the Court of Justice 
Srinivasan, in the midst of a 
hearing, without even a bail 
application at about 11.30 
a.m. and sought bail for a 



former Judge of the High 
Court who had been arrested 
and was about to be taken 
outside the jurisdiction of 
the Madras High Court to 
Aligarh by the train 
departing at 12 noon. The 
Judge looked at the clock 
and, seeing that the request 
for bail may become 
infructuous, called the 
Registrar of the High Court 
and, with the remarkable 
presence of mind, directed 
“stop the train wherever it 
is,” while granting bail. This 
enabled the former Judge to 
get his freedom and it is 
learnt that he was acquitted 
subsequently. 

N.G.R. Prasad, 

Chennai 

Dealing with Trump 

Despite India having made it 
clear to the Americans that 
third-party mediation is not 



welcome when it comes to 
resolving the Kashmir issue, 
it is odd that President 
Donald Trump has again 
offered assistance. Mr. 
Trump, who claims to be a 
skilful negotiator and deal- 
maker because of his 
business experience, seems 
to mistakenly believe that the 
same skills can be put to use 
while solving intractable 
issues between sovereign 
countries (Front page, 
“Trump: Kashmir situation 
complicated by religion,” 
August 22). His negotiations 
with North Korean leader 
Kim Jong-un have gone 
nowhere in yielding a result. 
For an American President, 
Mr. Trump betrays a rather 
simple world view and 
limited historical 
perspective. This is 
evidenced by his viewing of 
India-Pakistan tensions 


solely through the prism of 
religion. With the kind of 
understanding Mr. Trump 
has of Kashmir and India- 
Pakistan relations in general, 
if Pakistani Prime Minister 
Imran Khan believes that the 
former can be of help, he is 
sadly mistaken. 

M.P. MURALIDHARAN, 

Bengaluru 

Visionary monk 

Swami Vivekananda did play 
a major role in helping 
Indians cultivate our own 
version of secularism. 
However, while talking of his 
contributions, a mention 
should also be made of the 
indelible mark he made in 
other areas like education 
and foreign affairs. He can be 
credited with developing one 
of the most popular weapons 
of today’s India - cultural 
diplomacy. While the author 



has attempted to portray the 
present government’s 
policies as being at variance 
with Vivekananda’s 
teachings, he has overlooked 
the fact that schemes like 
Make In India and Sansad 
Adarsh Gram Yojana have 
their roots in Swamiji’s 
philosophy. In fact, it is 
many of the yesteryear 
leaders who grossly 
undermined the importance 
of Vivekananda in giving 
modern India its pluralistic 
and multicultural character 
(Op-Ed page, “The monk 
who shaped Indian 
secularism,” August 21). 
Finally, the 19th century 
reformer is getting the 
recognition he deserves in 
the 21st century. 

Satish Reddy Kanaganti, 
Nalgonda, Telangana 
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There is no reason for India to change its policy, 
which is retaliation and not initiation 


Last week. Defence Minister Raj- 
nath Singh said that the future of In¬ 
dia’s ‘No First Use’ (NFU) policy on 
nuclear weapons depended on “ cir¬ 
cumstances”. Mr. Singh’s statement 
has raised apprehensions on the 
likely revision of India’s NFU policy 
and nuclear doctrine. In a conver¬ 
sation moderated by Dinakar Perk 
Rajesh Rajagopalan and Manpreet 
Sethi address these concerns. 
Excerpts: 

What does the Defence 
Minister’s statement mean, and 
does it indicate a likely change 
in India’s NFU policy and 
nuclear doctrine? 

Rajesh Rajagopalan: I am not 
sure if it is really a revision of India’s 
NFU policy because all he said was 
that in future the policy might 
change. That has always been the 
case. The doctrine is only valid for 
as long as the government says it is 
valid. It would be foolish to suggest 
that doctrines cannot change or 
that they will hold for all times and 
under all circumstances. All he was 
suggesting was that we cannot gua¬ 
rantee that the doctrine will hold 
for all times. 

This is possibly a signal to Pakis¬ 
tan that it should not take India’s 
restraint for granted for all times to 
come, but I think even that would 
possibly be an exaggerated reading 
of the statement. I think Rajnath 
Singh’s statement is somewhat diffe¬ 
rent from former Union Minister 
Manohar Parrikar’s statement. He 
had said at a book launch that he 
doesn’t understand why we have to 
wait until we hit back. That was a lot 
more problematic even though it 
was clarified subsequently that his 
statement was his personal view 
rather than the government’s poli¬ 
cy. I don’t see Mr. Singh’s statement 
as signifying a change in the doc¬ 
trine. And obviously if we did 
change the NFU policy, that would 
not be particularly useful. 

This is not the first time a 
Minister or senior functionary 
has made such a statement. 
There have been periodic 
debates on a revision of India’s 
stand, especially on the NFU 
policy, in strategic circles. 


Revision of the NFU policy was 
also in the BJP’s manifesto in 
2014, though it wasn’t there in 
its 2019 manifesto. Is all this 
indicative of a change at some 
point? 

Manpreet Sethi: I quite agree with 
how Professor Rajagopalan has in¬ 
terpreted Mr. Singh’s statement. I 
think it is a very normal statement. 
Policy adjustments get made as sit¬ 
uations change. I don’t see anything 
in the statement that is indicative of 
any desire for change as of now. As 
regards the BJP manifesto that you 
mentioned. Prime Minister Naren- 
dra Modi made it clear that there 
was not going to be any revision. In¬ 
dividual voices, most of whom are 
retired officials who occupied posi¬ 
tions of power, have brought up this 
issue of revision of NFU, but they 
did not mention any revision of NFU 
when they were in those positions. 
Late last year, on the occasion of the 
announcement of the first deter¬ 
rence patrol of India’s ballistic mis¬ 
sile nuclear submarine INS Arihant, 
the Prime Minister once again reit¬ 
erated that the basic tenet of India’s 
nuclear doctrine will be NFU. As far 
as I can see, there is no change in 
the doctrine on the cards. But hav¬ 
ing said that, there are always the 
‘Nuclearazzi’, who are out with 
their microscopes to look at eve¬ 
rything that has been said and who 
read more into statements. I think 
that’s what is happening in the case 
of India’s NFU. I do believe it’s a 
good policy and there’s no reason 
for the country to change it. 

In the last few years, India’s 
conventional posture has 
undergone a major shift. This 
was evident in the 2016 surgical 
strikes and this year’s Balakot 
airstrike. It also disproved the 
old belief that under a nuclear 
overhang, the room for 
conventional manoeuvre is 
closed. In that context, isn’t 
stability in the nuclear realm 
better for India so that there is 
room in the conventional 
domain? 

RR: Absolutely. I mean obviously 
we want stability in the nuclear 
front, but I don’t think that stability 



was under threat. Pakistan repeat¬ 
edly raises this bogey of nuclear es¬ 
calation every time it engages in 
some action in terms of sending ter¬ 
rorists across. But that is a way of 
constraining India’s response, as a 
way of preventing India from res¬ 
ponding militarily to those kinds of 
attacks. The idea is that if you raise 
the issue, if you bring in nuclear es¬ 
calation as a threat, it will constrain 
India’s response. It is always a false 
expectation, a false argument, be¬ 
cause there is no direct link bet¬ 
ween conventional escalation and 
nuclear escalation. 

In Kargil, for example, when we 
started using air power to dislodge 
Pakistan air forces from mountain 
heights, initially Pakistan com¬ 
plained about escalation. It said this 
could lead to nuclear escalation. But 
pretty soon it was clear that there 
was no such thing. Similarly, during 
the 2016 surgical strikes, Pakistan 
again complained about the possi¬ 
bility of escalation. But in each of 
these cases we have not seen any es¬ 
calation. There are several layers in 
between, and those layers are 
where Pakistan has benefited be¬ 
cause it can’t really escalate to so¬ 
mething like Balakot or to surgical 
strikes. 

So, yes, we want nuclear stability 
and that nuclear stability exists. It is 
just an exaggeration by Pakistan 
that nuclear stability is always un¬ 
der threat and anything we do will 
put it under immense strain. 

Of late, we have repeatedly 
shown that we can take action with¬ 
out it escalating anywhere close to 
the nuclear level. 


There is no chance that 
India has of carrying out in 
the first strike a disarming 
or decapitating strike for 
the lands of adversaries we 
have and therefore we will 
be sucldng ourselves into 
an arms race if we were to 
go for a first use doctrine 

Talking about the escalation 
matrix, the strategic ambiguity 
can lead to a response from 
Pakistan and then in turn from 
China, India’s two nuclear 
adversaries. Pakistan has been 
trying to put its nuclear 
weapons at sea. The U.S. has 
walked out of the Intermediate- 
range Nuclear Forces treaty. 
How will these developments 
impact the region? 

MS: First of all, I don’t think any am¬ 
biguity has been brought into In¬ 
dia’s doctrine as of now. I think In¬ 
dia is very clear on its NFU policy. 

On the likely Pakistan reaction, 
Pakistan is working on what it calls 
the full spectrum deterrence capa¬ 
bility. So, in terms of the arsenal 
build-up, I don’t think there is going 
to be any major change except that 
it will likely show urgency or justifi¬ 
cation for the large stockpile build¬ 
up that it is anyway engaged in. 
More likely, removal of NFU will put 
India in a problematic situation be¬ 
cause for a credible ‘first use’ you 
have to build different kinds of cap¬ 
abilities which will mean going on a 
different trajectory. So, it is most 
likely that India will get pulled into 



an arms race if it was to remove the 
NFU. 

In terms of China’s reaction, I 
don’t see any material changes hap¬ 
pening in response to India’s capa¬ 
bility build-up. In any case, it has a 
lead on nuclear and delivery sys¬ 
tems. It will definitely use the op¬ 
portunity to denigrate India’s status 
as a responsible nuclear power. So, 
India’s claim to be a member of the 
Nuclear Suppliers Group or for a 
permanent seat at the United Na¬ 
tions Security Council will come un¬ 
der strain as a result of that. 

Frankly, as far as the response of 
the rest of the world is concerned, 
we are already in a situation where 
arms control is crumbling: the U.S.’s 
nuclear posture review is talking 
about limited nuclear war once 
again. The rest of the world will not 
care much about this change, ex¬ 
cept at the rhetoric level where 
there will be criticism of what is go¬ 
ing on. So, my concern is not so 
much the rest of the world’s res¬ 
ponse to change in NFU, but what it 
will be for India itself in terms of in¬ 
vestment in financial and techno¬ 
logical capabilities to make a first 
use credible. After all, it’s not just a 
question of dropping the ‘No’ from 
NFU, it is a matter of making the first 
use credible and that is not an easy 
proposition. There is no chance that 
India has of carrying out in the first 
strike a disarming or decapitating 
strike for the kinds of adversaries 
that we have and therefore we will 
be sucking ourselves into an arms 
race if we were to go for a first use 
doctrine. 

Pakistan has been trying to 
diversify its nuclear arsenal for 
many years now and has been 
trying to bridge the gap 
between conventional and 
nuclear. I am referring to 
attempts to put nuclear 
warheads on conventional 
submarines following India’s 
nuclear triad taking shape. 

Does this blur the line between 
conventional and nuclear and 
create new risks? 

RR: Yes, there is a problem when 
you use dual-use delivery vehicles 
and weapons systems. This is the 
problem we have faced in the past. 
Say Pakistan is holding its nuclear 
weapons in some airbase. We may 
be constrained from attacking that 
airbase because we wouldn’t want 


Pakistan to mistake a conventional 
attack on an airbase as an attack on 
its nuclear weapons. So, whenever 
you have dual-use weapons, there is 
a problem. There is a problem when 
both may misunderstand a particu¬ 
lar platform, base or a submarine as 
containing nuclear weapons. One 
may be constrained from attacking 
that because we don’t want to give 
the impression that we are going af¬ 
ter their nuclear weapons. On the 
other hand, it is an even bigger pro¬ 
blem when Pakistan uses these 
dual-use systems. If a conventional 
missile or a short-range missile is 
launched at us, we wouldn’t know 
whether it is a conventional missile 
or a nuclear missile and therefore it 
is possible that one may mistake it 
as an incoming nuclear attack. Even 
our own armoury has both nuclear 
and conventional warheads, which 
is generally bad practice. 

In 2013, after Pakistan 
introduced tactical nuclear 
weapons or battlefield nuclear 
weapons, India clarified that it 
will not distinguish between 
strategic and tactical nuclear 
warheads and the doctrine of 
massive retaliation will apply. 
Following the recent blurring 
of lines with dual-use 
technologies, does the nuclear 
doctrine as it is still hold? 

RR: I don’t think that makes a diffe¬ 
rence. I think whatever the Indian 
position, any attack would be consi¬ 
dered a nuclear attack even if it is a 
tactical nuclear weapon that is used 
against Indian forces or Indian terri¬ 
tory. It will be considered a full- 
scale nuclear attack. I think that the 
response to a tactical nuclear wea¬ 
pons attack, especially on Indian 
forces inside Pakistani territory, will 
make it difficult for India to justify a 
full-scale massive retaliation that 
the Indian doctrine suggests. But 
the Indian doctrine is also sufficient¬ 
ly flexible. Massive retaliation is one 
of the options it has in case of a nu¬ 
clear attack. India can decide to use, 
for instance, another smaller nu¬ 
clear warhead in retaliation or a li¬ 
mited nuclear strike. So, it doesn’t 
mean the doctrine itself has to 
change in response to that. All the 
doctrine says as of now is, we will 
not be the first to attack and we will 
only retaliate. Our posture and doc¬ 
trine are essentially retaliation only. 
We will not initiate. 


Belt and roadblocks 

Given mounting criticism of BRI, will China 
incorporate best practices in the project? 


YOGE SH GUPTA 

China’s raging trade war with the 
U.S., mounting criticism of its Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI), and grow¬ 
ing schism in its Politburo on han¬ 
dling these issues has compelled the 
Chinese leadership to review the in¬ 
initiative. The BRI was conceived as a 
response to the vast overcapacity in 
infrastructure-related industries due 
to credit-fuelled growth in China in 
2008 following the global economic 
recession, when its exports started 
dwindling. In 2009, former Deputy 
Director of China’s State Administra¬ 
tion of Taxation, Xu Shanda, came 
up with a proposal called the Chinese 
Marshall Plan which suggested that 
China should utilise its vast foreign 
exchange reserves, expertise in 
building infrastructure, overcapacity 
in iron, cement, aluminium, glass, 
coal and shipbuilding industries and 
unemployed labour to meet the in¬ 
frastructure demand in Southeast, 
Central Asia and Africa. 

Announced by Chinese President 
Xi Jinping in September 2013, the BRI 
consists of a belt of rail routes, high¬ 
ways, oil and gas pipelines and other 
infrastructure projects extending 
from Xian in Central China through 
Central Asia, Russia, West Asia and 
Europe. There is also a branch ex¬ 
tending from Kashgar in Xinjiang to 
Gwadar in Balochistan via Pakistan 
occupied Kashmir (PoK). The ‘road’ 
segment comprises a network of 
ports and coastal infrastructure 
stretching from eastern China across 
Southeast Asia and South Asia, the 
Gulf, East Africa through the Mediter¬ 
ranean up to Rotterdam in Europe. 

According to China, more than 120 
countries have signed and joined the 
BRI. China’s trade with these coun¬ 
tries since 2013 has crossed more 
than $5 trillion and investment has 
totalled about $200 billion for 2,600 
projects. In the first seven months of 
2019, China’s trade with BRI coun¬ 
tries was 6% higher than the growth 
of its global trade. 

Roadblocks 

However, BRI has not succeeded in 
the full utilisation of overcapacity in 
infrastructure industries. China has 
been forced to close many compa¬ 
nies. About one-third of its projects 



are failing due to several anomalies. 
There is no open tendering, compet¬ 
itive bidding or practice of an inde¬ 
pendent pre-feasibility or environ¬ 
mental impact studies, as per global 
norms. Many projects suffer from 
lack of local inputs, protests on land 
procurement, pollution, perfor¬ 
mance delays, corruption, financial 
viability, unsustainable debt and low 
investment returns. The interest 
rates charged by China are high, up¬ 
ward of 3% on government loans and 
17%-18% on commercial loans with 
sovereign guarantee of the local go¬ 
vernment. As many loans turn non¬ 
performing assets, China is becom¬ 
ing selective in giving new loans. 

Some BRI projects do not make 
economic sense. For example, the 
cost of transportation by the 12,000 
km-long Yiwu-London rail line will be 
twice more expensive than shipping. 
Similarly, the cost of supplying crude 
oil and gas from Gwadar port to Tian¬ 
jin in northeastern China via the 
7,000 km-long pipeline proposed by 
China will be $10 per barrel costlier 
than ocean freight. Many countries 
such as the Maldives, Pakistan, Sri 
Lanka, Bangladesh and Malaysia 
have asked China to restructure or 
downsize the BRI projects. India has 
rightly decided not to participate in 
BRI over concerns relating to sove¬ 
reignty (the China-Pakistan Econom¬ 
ic Corridor passes through PoK), lack 
of transparency, openness, financial 
sustainability, high interest and the 
‘tied’ nature of these loans. 

The real challenge 

After a chorus of international criti¬ 
cism, the old swagger about BRI has 
faded. President Xi promised at the 
second Belt and Road forum in April 
that China would ‘finetune’ the BRI 
with open consultation, clean gover¬ 
nance and green projects. The 
growth of BRI is down as China’s in¬ 
vestment in these projects in the first 
quarter of 2019 grew only by 4% com¬ 
pared to 22% in 2018. The real chal¬ 
lenge is whether best practices can 
be incorporated in BRI or it will re¬ 
main only a ‘Chinese’ scheme given 
that state-owned enterprises play the 
lead implementing role. 


Yogesh Gupta is a former Ambassador 
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Questioning an Academy Award winner’s choices 


No matter how famous the interviewee, difficult questions need to be asked 


SRINI VASA RAMANUJAM 

Interviewing celebrities 
can be tricky, especially if 
you have grown up seeing 
them or hearing them long 
before you decided to be¬ 
come a journalist. 

I decided to become a 
journalist when I was very 
young, in Class 10. Years 
before that I had become a 
big fan of A.R. Rahman. My 
relatives recall how I sang 
and danced to ‘Ottagathai 
Kattiko’ ( Gentleman ) at a 
family wedding and my 
school friends still rag me 
about my rendition of 
‘Dandiya Aatamum Aada’ 
(Kadhalar Dhinam). 

All these memories 
came flooding back to me 
when I first interviewed 
Rahman more than a de¬ 
cade ago. I was working 
with another publication 
then. I had goosebumps 
during that interaction, but 
I’m not going to delve on 
that now. 

After that interview, any 
time an opportunity to 


meet the music composer 
presented itself I always 
grabbed it. It has now be¬ 
come a joke in feature jour¬ 
nalism circles that if there 
is an event where Rahman 
is expected, chances are 
that he might not turn up 
but I surely will. 

You might have guessed 
by now that I’m star-struck 
by him. And so an incident 
that took place a few years 
ago at a hotel certainly 
came as a surprise - to 
him, to those around him, 
and even to me. This was 
after the release of the 
songs of his Tamil movie 
Mersal. Post a promotional 
event, Rahman sat down 
for a few interviews, in¬ 
cluding one with me. After 
we exchanged pleasantries 
and were waiting for the 
place to be set up, I asked 
him, “Why did you sing 
‘Neethane’ and not ‘Aalap- 
oran Thamizhan’ in 
Mersal?” 

The public relations re¬ 
presentative in the room 
froze. Others gave me a 


piercing look: Was I, a jour¬ 
nalist, questioning an Aca¬ 
demy Award winner over a 
creative decision in a film 
starring Vijay? 

From the corner of my 
eye, I sensed the collective 
gaze. I fumbled for words 
and hastily added, “I mean, 
it’s a beautiful melody. But 
your voice would have 
worked for ‘ Aalaporaan’. It 
talks about the pride of be¬ 
ing a Tamilian, and who 
better than you to sing 
that?” 

Rahman merely smiled 
and mumbled something 
about how ‘ Aalaporaan’ 
was set to a pitch that was 
too high for him. 

Later, a popular singer 
who has sung for Rahman 
told me how glad he was 
that I had given the com¬ 
poser my frank opinion. 
“People close to him al¬ 
ways say, ‘Good song. Sir.’ 
I’m glad you told him what 
you felt,” he said. 

I was happy to hear that. 
The real challenge for film 
and entertainment journal¬ 


ists is not to write (I’ve 
spun 800-word stories 
from five-minute inter¬ 
views, as have many of my 
colleagues) but to ignore 
the excited fan in us and let 
the questioning scribe take 
over during interviews. 

Another time, I got an 
opportunity to interview 
actor Ajith. This was when 
the actor was still open to 
talking to the media. We 
were inside a restaurant at 
Sheraton Park (now called 
Crowne Plaza) in Chennai 
when I asked him, “Would 
you say that your choice of 
directors has been a little 
off in recent times?” 

Ajith was taken aback for 
a bit, but nevertheless an¬ 
swered the question with 
sincerity. 

These two incidents 
with celebrities have taught 
me one journalistic lesson 
that I always try to follow: 
difficult questions need to 
be asked, no matter how fa¬ 
mous the person. And it is 
those answers that make 
the interview unique. 


IJtt SiitSii Hjgfajfa. 

FROM THE ARCHIVES 

FIFTY YEARS AGO august 23 , 1969 

130 MPs want action against PM 

The Group of Congress members of Parlia¬ 
ment, who had yesterday [Aug 21, New Del¬ 
hi] urged suspension of the Prime Minister, 
Mrs. Indira Gandhi, and others for breach of 
party discipline, had another meeting to¬ 
day with added strength and set up a seven- 
man committee to personally contact Con¬ 
gress Working Committee members and 
plead in favour of strict disciplinary action. 
According to Mr. S. N. Misra, Deputy Leader 
of the Congress Parliamentary Party, who 
presided over the meeting, 130 M.Ps. were 
present today against 70 yesterday. The 
Maharashtra Congress M.Ps. did not take 
part in this move to-day. It is stated that sev¬ 
eral members questioned the leadership of 
Mrs. Gandhi and wanted the party President 
not to delay taking disciplinary action 
against Mrs. Gandhi, Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed 
and Mr. Jagjivan Ram for working openly 
against the party candidate in the presiden¬ 
tial poll. Mr. N. R. Munuswamy and Mr. T. V. 
Anandan, from Tamil Nadu, were among the 
fiercest critics of the Prime Minister. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO august 23 , 1919 . 

Library Organisation in India. 

Before considering how best to organise pu¬ 
blic libraries in India, it may be useful to 
glance at the state of affairs and what the Go¬ 
vernments and the people have done in the 
progressive countries of the west in this mat¬ 
ter. In the United Kingdom we can trace the 
desire of the people to have free public li¬ 
braries among them on a large scale to the 
year 1850 when the Parliament was made to 
pass the first Library Act. Since then about 
20 other Acts came into existence and at the 
present day the development of libraries is 
included in the general schemes for the ad¬ 
vancement of education and is guided by the 
Act of 1902 by which local education boards 
are empowered to promote the general co¬ 
ordination of all forms of education includ¬ 
ing Libraries. The boroughs and parishes are 
authorised to collect from the rate-payers... 
on the rateable value of an administrative 
area - with power to fix a lower rate - for 
the purpose of maintaining free public li¬ 
braries within the limits of their respective 
jurisdictions. The result is that almost every 
town and village has a free public library of 
its own for the use of its inhabitants. In addi¬ 
tion to the municipal libraries, there are spe¬ 
cial acts of Parliament affecting the large 
number of British libraries which are not 
supported out of the rates. 
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CBI gets custody 
of Chidambaram 


He said Mr. Chidambaram’s 
anticipatory bail plea was 
rejected by the Delhi High 
Court with the observations 
on the seriousness of the 
offence. 

The Solicitor General said 
the former Minister needed 
to be questioned on the mo¬ 
ney trail, alleging that he 
had played a key role. 

In its submissions, the 
CBI alleged that Indrani and 
Peter Mukerjea had made a 
payment of $5 million and 
$4.50 lakh to Mr. Chidamba¬ 
ram in 2007-08 and 2008- 
09, respectively, for settling 
issues related to violation of 
the Foreign Exchange Man¬ 
agement Act (FEMA) by 
their former companies, 
INX Media and INX News. 

Mr. Chidambaram’s wife, 
Nalini Chidambaram, and 
Karti were in the courtroom 
along with senior advocates 
Kapil Sibal and Abhishek 
Manu Singhvi. 

Arguing for Mr. Chidam¬ 
baram, Mr. Sibal and Mr. 
Singhvi said Mr. Karti Chi¬ 
dambaram was out on bail 
as were Indrani and Peter 
Mukerjea. Another accused, 
Bhaskaraman, had also 
been granted anticipatory 
bail. There was no scope for 
Mr. Chidambaram’s interro¬ 
gation, as the probe agency 
had sought sanction for pro¬ 


secution of some of the ac¬ 
cused, indicating that the 
charge sheet had already 
been prepared. 

Mr. Sibal and Mr. Singhvi 
also argued that the FIPB 
approval to INX Media was 
given by six Secretary-level 
officers, but no action had 
been taken against them. 
The FIR was registered in 
2017, about 10 years after 
the commission of alleged 
offence, they said. 

Refuting the charge of 
non-cooperation, the de¬ 
fence counsel submitted 
that the accused could not 
be expected to give answers 
as per the probe agency’s 
desire. No questions were 
asked of him about the al¬ 
leged payments during his 
questioning. They said there 
was no allegation against 
Mr. Chidambaram of flight 
risk or tampering with 
evidence. 

However, Mr Mehta said 
the CBI had to interrogate 
Mr. Chidambaram in custo¬ 
dy as he was non-coopera¬ 
tive and evasive in replies in 
the corruption case of mon¬ 
umental magnitude and the 
agency was not extorting his 
confession. The court has al¬ 
lowed Mr. Chidambaram’s 
family and lawyers to meet 
him for half an hour every¬ 
day during his custody. 


No space for third party 
mediation in J&K: Macron 


“Today as we face challeng¬ 
es of terrorism and climate 
change etc., France and In¬ 
dia stand together with full 
support,” Mr. Modi said, de¬ 
scribing the International 
Solar Alliance as proof of In- 
dia-France cooperation in 
“action, not just beautiful 
words”. 

Mr. Modi said the rela¬ 
tionship between India and 
France is not based on any 
selfishness, but on the solid 
ideals of ‘Liberty, Equality 
and Fraternity’. 

He said India and France 
will expand cooperation in 
counter-terrorism and se¬ 
curity. 

“Both our countries are 
constantly facing terrorism. 
We thank President Macron 
for the valuable support 
that France has given in 


combating cross-border ter¬ 
rorism. We intend to broa¬ 
den cooperation on security 
and counter-terrorism,” Mr. 
Modi added. 

He said France and India 
stood firm together to meet 
the challenges of climate 
change, environment, and 
technology inclusive deve¬ 
lopment. “Together, we can 
pave the way for a safe and 
prosperous world,” Mr. Mo¬ 
di said. 

The two leaders reviewed 
the entire gamut of the dy¬ 
namic and multi-faceted bi¬ 
lateral relationship during 
their more than 90-minute- 
long one-on-one meeting at 
Chateau de Chantilly, one of 
the finest jewels of French 
cultural heritage, located 
about 50 km north of Paris. 

(With inputs from PTI) 


Afghan, Pashtun fighters 
poised to enter J&K 


One official cautioned that 
violence will be calibrated 
and admitted that there will 
be some backlash in Jammu 
and Kashmir and other 
parts of the country and se¬ 
curity forces have to pre¬ 
pared to meet the challenge. 
“Some of amount of back¬ 
lash is expected. We need to 
be prepared for that,” he ad¬ 
ded. 

Officials also said the ma¬ 
jor attempt to push in terro¬ 
rists was due to the longevi¬ 
ty issues of local recruits 
which has been from few 
days to four to five months 


with sustained counter in¬ 
surgency operations by se¬ 
curity forces. On the con¬ 
trary, the foreign terrorists 
are well trained and battle 
hardened. 

There is also a major re¬ 
cruitment drive in Pakistan 
Occupied Kashmir, especial¬ 
ly in areas opposite Keran, 
Lipa and Poonch sectors, of¬ 
ficials added. 

There has been regular 
exchange of fire on the LoC 
and usually Pakistan Army 
resorts to Cease Force Viola¬ 
tions (CFV) to aid infiltra¬ 
tion. 


Trump suggests that 
India should fight the IS 


“The United States - we’re 
7,000 miles away. We have 
decimated ISIS. You haven’t 
been hearing much about 
ISIS. And we took the cali¬ 
phate, 100 percent. When I 
took it at 98 [per cent], I 
said, ‘All right, maybe we go 
home now. Let these other 
countries handle it.’ Eve¬ 
ryone went crazy. They 
said, ‘Do 100 per cent.’ They 
said it was going to take a 
year. It took me a month 
and they're gone. The cali¬ 
phate is gone,” Mr. Trump 
said. 

The U.S. is currently ne¬ 
gotiating an agreement with 
the Taliban to end the war in 
Afghanistan. The process 
has been criticised for side¬ 
lining the Afghan govern¬ 
ment and prioritising the 



withdrawal of some 14,000 
U.S. troops over building a 
peace that can withstand 
the complex political reali¬ 
ties of the situation. 

The Afghan peace pro¬ 
cess is expected to feature in 
the discussions Mr. Trump 
will have with Prime Minis¬ 
ter Modi at the G-7 talks this 
weekend in Biarritz, France. 

The President also said 
“Europe” would have to 
take the “thousands” of IS 
fighters the U.S. was hold¬ 
ing. Failing which, Mr. 
Trump said, the U.S. would 
release them back to their 
countries [he named Ger¬ 
many and France]. “The Un¬ 
ited States is not going to put 
them in Guantanamo for the 
next 50 years and pay for it,” 
Mr. Trump said. 



It’s murder of democracy and rule of law: Cong. 


‘Through Chidambaram’s arrest. Modi govt, is trying to divert people’s attention from the sinking economy and job losses’ 



Congress workers in Kolkata protesting against the arrest of 
the party Leader P. Chidambaram on Thursday. - pti 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Union government is us¬ 
ing the CBI and the Enforce¬ 
ment Directorate (ED) as 
“personal revenge-seeking 
departments”, the Congress 
alleged on Thursday. 

At a press conference at 
the Congress headquarters, 
party’s chief spokesperson 
Randeep Surjewala de¬ 
scribed the arrest of former 
Union Finance Minister P. 
Chidambaram as “broad 
daylight murder of democra¬ 
cy and the rule of law” by the 
Modi government. 

The Congress had full 
faith in the “fairness and im¬ 
partiality of the judiciary”, 
but “as a citizen and a la¬ 
wyer,” he did question the 
Supreme Court's decision 
not to hear Mr. Chidamba¬ 
ram's plea before Friday, he 
said. 

The party questioned the 


testimony of Indrani Muk- 
herjea, co-founder of INX 
Media, on whose statement 
the CBI is relying to build a 
case against Mr. Chidamba¬ 
ram, by reiterating that she is 
an accused in the murder of 
her own daughter. 

Questions timing 

Mr. Surjewala also linked the 
timing of the arrest to India's 
economic situation, alleging 
that it was an attention-di¬ 
verting tactic. 

“The vindictive, selective 
and malicious manner in 
which former Finance Minis¬ 
ter and Home Minister, Shri. 
P. Chidambaram, has been 
persecuted and prosecuted 
is nothing short of a brazen 
personal and political ven¬ 
detta,” he said. 

“With the narrative on a 
sinking economy spiralling 
out of their control, massive 
and unprecedented job loss¬ 


es, shocking devaluation of 
the rupee as Asia’s worst per¬ 
forming currency and un¬ 
fathomable crisis in all sec¬ 
tors leading to shutting 
down of factories and trade, 
we now see the depths to 
which a desperate Modi go¬ 
vernment 2.0 will stoop to 
divert the nation’s atten¬ 
tion,” the party spokesman 
alleged. 


“Not just farmers, even in¬ 
dustrialists are now commit¬ 
ting suicide,” Mr. Surjewala 
said. He said agencies such 
as the Income Tax Depart¬ 
ment and the ED were un¬ 
leashed on industrialists if 
they spoke against the 
government. 

Mr. Surjewala repeated 
what Mr. Chidambaram said 
at a late-night press confe¬ 


rence on Wednesday that 
“he was not accused of any 
offence”, and dared the in¬ 
vestigating agencies to place 
all the charges against Mr. 
Chidambaram and his family 
in the public domain. 

‘No chargesheet till now’ 

The alleged offence is sup¬ 
posed to have taken place in 
2007-08 but even now the 
CBI had not been able to file 
a chargesheet in the case. 
“With the chargesheet, you 
will need evidence and 
proof,” Mr. Surjewala said. 

“We stand with Shri. P. 
Chidambaram and reiterate 
our unwavering belief in his 
innocence... We hope that 
the officers who scaled walls 
in their eagerness to please 
their political masters, as al¬ 
so select TV channels, have 
the courage to tell the Prime 
Minister and the Home Mi¬ 
nister that there is zero evi¬ 


dence against him.” 

Talking about the Su¬ 
preme Court’s refusal to ac¬ 
cede to Mr. Chidambaram’s 
plea for an urgent hearing, 
the Congress spokesperson 
said that in his years as a 
practising lawyer, he had 
never seen “technicalities in 
the Supreme Court registry 
coming in the way of funda¬ 
mental rights”. 

“With great humility, I 
would say the honourable 
judges need to relook their 
role and boundaries,” Mr. 
Surjewala said in Hindi. 

“The Supreme Court is 
known for rewriting, reinter¬ 
preting and reinventing the 
Constitution and protect the 
rights of the citizens... Can a 
small technicality of a regis¬ 
try prevent the honourable 
Supreme Court, whom every 
citizen respects and looks up- 
to, refuse to even hear cases,” 
he said. 


SC hearing today on 
Chidambaram’s plea 

Cong, leader questions denial of bail 


This is to silence my father: Karti 

Mamata says Chidambaram’s arrest is very depressing, sad and bad 



Police personnel waiting outside a Delhi court during a 
hearing on Congress Leader P. Chidambaram on Thursday, -pti 


LEGA L CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

A Supreme Court Bench of 
Justices R. Banumathi and 
A.S. Bopanna is scheduled 
on Friday to hear the dual 
special leave petitions 
(SLPs) filed by former Union 
Finance Minister P. Chidam¬ 
baram challenging a Delhi 
High Court decision to deny 
him anticipatory bail in the 
INX Media case. 

The hearing will come a 
day after a Delhi court sent 
Mr. Chidambaram to five- 
day CBI custody till August 
26. The two SLPs have been 
filed against the CBI and the 
Enforcement Directorate, 
which are investigating an¬ 
gles of money-laundering 
and corruption in the case. 

A plea for protection 
against arrest has become 


infructuous, at least in the 
CBI case, following his Au¬ 
gust 21 arrest. However, his 
second plea for protection 
from arrest in the ED case is 
still alive as he has not been 
formally arrested by the ED. 

In the SLPs, Mr. Chidam¬ 
baram has questioned how 
a court of law could have de¬ 
nied bail to a person who is 
not named in the FIR, al¬ 
ways cooperated with the 
probe and has impeccable 
credentials. Can a person be 
denied bail merely on the 
word of an investigating 
agency that he gave “eva¬ 
sive” replies to questions, 
he asked. He said refusal of 
bail and denial of liberty 
merely on the CBI’s plea 
that custodial interrogation 
would be necessary was 
“alarming and specious”. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI/KOLICATA 

Karti Chidambaram, Con¬ 
gress MP and son of former 
Union Finance Minister P. 
Chidambaram, on Thursday 
said the action against his 
father was to silence him, 
and denied ever meeting 
INX Media founders Peter 
Mukherjea and Indrani 
Mukherjea. 

“This is political vendetta 
to silence my father. He has 
been the most vocal critic of 
this government,” he told 
presspersons at the Delhi air¬ 
port on arrival. 

On Wednesday, in a dra¬ 
matic turn of events, the CBI 
arrested Mr. Chidambaram 
on the charge of being in¬ 
volved in a bribery case in 
which he and his son were 
alleged to have received kick- 
backs from the INX Media 
founders. 


Mr. Karti Chidambaram 
denied influencing the deci¬ 
sions of the Foreign Invest¬ 
ment Promotion Board 
(FIPB). “I have never met 
these two people [Peter 
Mukherjea and Indrani Muk¬ 
herjea] or have anything to 
do with the FIPB,” he said. 

The FIPB clearances were 
supposed to have been given 


in 2008 but a case was regis¬ 
tered only in 2017. “I have 
been raided four times and 
nobody in India has been 
raided as many times as I 
have been. And they still 
don’t have a case,” he said. 

Slams ‘theatrics’ 

Mr. Karti Chidambaram de¬ 
scribed the act of CBI offi¬ 


cials scaling the compound 
walls of his father’s New Del¬ 
hi residence as “theatrics for 
television channels”. 

The Lok Sabha member 
from Sivaganga thanked his 
party leadership, including 
Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra, for extending 
support to his father. 

“This is not merely target¬ 
ing of my father but the tar¬ 
geting of Congress party,” he 
said. 

Speaking on the develop¬ 
ments, West Bengal Chief Mi¬ 
nister and Trinamool leader 
Mamata Banerjee said de¬ 
mocracy was in a shambles 
in the country. 

“Mr. Chidambaram is a se¬ 
nior politician, and a former 
Finance Minister and Home 
Minister. The way in which 
the matter is being handled 
is very depressing, sad and 
bad,” she said in Kolkata. 


Instant divorce now a graver 
crime than rioting: Jamiat 

Files petition in Supreme Court against triple talaq law 


Rajiv Gandhi 
didn’t misuse 
mandate: Sonia 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Former Prime Minister Ra¬ 
jiv Gandhi received a huge 
mandate from the people 
in 1984 but he never used it 
to create an atmosphere of 
fear or issue threat. Con¬ 
gress president Sonia 
Gandhi said on Thursday at 
an event to commemorate 
the late Prime Minister’s 
75th birth anniversary. 

The comments are being 
viewed as an attack on the 
Modi government. “Rajiv 
Gandhi got a massive man¬ 
date in 1984, but did not 
use it to create atmosphere 
of fear or to threaten peo¬ 
ple, to destroy the inde¬ 
pendence of institutions, 
crush dissidence or end 
the democratic tradition of 
our lives,” Ms. Gandhi said. 

Recalling the former 
Prime Minister’s role in 
bringing peace to troubled 
regions like Assam, Pun¬ 
jab, Mizoram, she said Ra¬ 
jiv Gandhi believed in “ce¬ 
lebrating the diversity to 
strengthen national unity.” 


KRISH NADAS RAJAGOPAL 

NEW DELHI 

The Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind has 
moved the Supreme Court 
against the Centre, saying 
triple talaq has been made a 
non-bailable offence by 
which Muslim men can be 
imprisoned for three years 
even as desertion of a wife 
by a husband is not even 
considered an offence in In¬ 
dia. At best, desertion is a 
ground for divorce. 

The three-year imprison¬ 
ment prescribed under the 
new Muslim Women (Protec¬ 
tion of Rights on Marriage) 
Act of 2019, is both “dispro¬ 
portionate and excessive”, 
the Jamiat’s petition said. 

The organisation of Islam¬ 
ic scholars belonging to the 
Deobandi school, which 
came into existence in 1919, 
said the new law has made 
the declaration of triple talaq 
an offence graver than 
crimes such as rioting and 
kidnapping. It said even of¬ 


fences such as kidnapping, 
which are far graver, are bail¬ 
able. Making the pronounce¬ 
ment of instantaneous talaq 
non-bailable is both exces¬ 
sive and unwarranted, the 
Jamiat, represented by advo¬ 
cate Ejaz Maqbool, argued. 
The petition said the punish¬ 
ment for rioting was impri¬ 
sonment up to two years or 
fine or both. 

“Prescribing a punish¬ 
ment of imprisonment of up 
to three years for a pronoun¬ 
cement of talaq having the 
effect of instantaneous di¬ 
vorce, when the same pro¬ 


nouncement can be lawfully 
made within a period of 
three months, without at¬ 
tracting any penal conse¬ 
quences, whatsoever, is not 
only disproportionate but 
extremely excessive and 
stringent,” the petition said. 

The petition asked how 
the law worked for the bet¬ 
terment of Muslim women if 
their husbands were sent to 
jail for three years for pro¬ 
nouncing triple talaq, which 
has already been declared 
invalid by the Supreme 
Court in in 2017, that is, be¬ 
fore the coming of the Act. 



Demonising Modi all the time 
won’t help: Jairam Ramesh 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s governance model is 
not a “complete negative 
story” and not recognising 
his work and demonising 
him all the time is not going 
to help. Congress leader Jai¬ 
ram Ramesh said. He made 
the remarks on Wednesday 
while launching a book, Ma¬ 
levolent Republic: A Short 
History of the New India 
written by political analyst 
Kapil Satish Komireddi. 

It was time we recognised 
Mr. Modi’s work and what he 
did between 2014 and 2019 



due to which he was voted 
back to power by over 30% 
of the electorate, he said. 

“He [Mr. Modi] talks in a 
language that connects him 
with the people. Unless we 
recognise that he is doing 


things which people recog¬ 
nise and which have not 
been done in the past, we 
are not going to able to con¬ 
front this guy,” he said. 

Mr. Ramesh sought to 
clarify that he was not asking 
anyone to praise or applaud 
the Prime Minister, but only 
wanted the political class to 
at least recognise the traits 
he [Mr. Modi] has brought to 
the governance - particular¬ 
ly the “economics of gover¬ 
nance.” To prove his point, 
he gave the example of the 
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yo- 
jana and how successful it 
turned out for Mr. Modi. 


Ajay Kumar 
Bhalla is 
Home Secy. 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

AHMEDABAD 

A day after Union Home Se¬ 
cretary Rajiv Gauba was 
elevated as Cabinet Secre¬ 
tary, the Union govern¬ 
ment on Thursday formally 
appointed Ajay Kumar 
Bhalla in his place. 

Last July, Mr. Bhalla was 
appointed Officer on Spe¬ 
cial Duty in the Home Mi¬ 
nistry as a successor of Mr. 
Gauba. 

He was Secretary in the 
Ministry of Power. 

Mr. Bhalla is a 1984- 
batch Assam Meghalaya 
cadre IAS officer. 


‘Hindus have right to 
worship at Ayodhya’ 

Plea says site had a temple in the past 


LEGA L CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Gopal Singh Visharad, one 
of the appellants in the 
Ayodhya case, said Hindus 
have an “unfettered” right 
to worship at a site believed 
for centuries to be the birth¬ 
place of Lord Ram. 

Appearing before a Con¬ 
stitution Bench led by Chief 
Justice Ranjan Gogoi, senior 
advocate Ranjit Kumar, for 
Visharad, claimed there 
were affidavits from the 
Muslim side saying a temple 
was demolished to build the 
Babri mosque in the 16th 
century. Mr. Kumar said the 
faith of the Hindus survived 
despite the construction of 
the mosque at the 
Ramjanmabhoomi. 

The court has been urg¬ 
ing the Hindu parties to not 
delve further on the aspect 
of faith, which no one has 
put to question or chal¬ 
lenged, but focus their sub¬ 
missions to present proof 
that this was the exact spot 
where Lord Ram was born. 

The court asked Mr. Ku¬ 
mar whether the persons 
who gave affidavits vouch¬ 
ing for the demolition of a 
temple for the mosque was 
subject to cross-examina¬ 
tion. Mr. Kumar replied in 
the negative, but added that 
nobody has contradicted 
their statement so far. 

Over the past 10 days of 



The SC has sought proof 
from the Hindu parties of 
the existence of a Ram 
temple in Ayodhya. 

arguments, lawyers for the 
Ayodhya deity have been 
contending that the disput¬ 
ed Ramjanmabhoomi is it¬ 
self a deity and could not 
have been partitioned. 

Senior advocate C.S. Vai- 
dynathan, for the deity, had 
contended that if there was 
once a temple on the Ram¬ 
janmabhoomi and people 
were worshipping there as 
the birthplace, then nobody 
could possibly claim owner¬ 
ship by adverse possession. 
He had said on Wednesday 
that the Ayodhya deity was a 
perpetual minor. The pro¬ 
perty of a minor cannot be 
dealt with, sold or alienated. 
He had questioned how the 
Allahabad High Court, in its 
verdict in September 2010, 
could have handed over the 
property of the minor Ayod¬ 
hya deity to others. 


APPEAL 

My son Mohit Sudhir Pote aged 14 yrs, 
is suffering from Thalassemia Major, a 
type of Blood Disorder. He has to undergo 
ALLOGENIC PERIPHERAL BLOOD STEM 
CELL TRANSPLANT at CMC Hospital, Vellore 
(HOSPITAL NO. 096519H). The same will cost 
approximately Rs. 20,00,000/- (Twenty lakhs 
only), which I cannot afford. I earnestly appeal to 
the kind-hearted noble Philanthropists to come 
forward and donate to save my son’s life. Cheques / Demand Drafts 
may please be drawn favouring Christian Medical College, Vellore 
Association, SBI, Vellore Town Branch (Account: Mohit Sudhir 
Pote - Hospital No. 096519H) & sent to CMC Hospital, VELL0RE- 
632004 or Bank Transfer to Current A/c No. 36889551846, IFSC 
Code: SBIN0001618 Sudhir Gajananrao - Father 

Mobile : 98222 - 06067 
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FATF Asia-Pacific Group may blacklist Pakistan 

It has listed lack of action on terror financing and money laundering; Islamabad failed in 32 out of 40 parameters 


SUHASINI HAIDAR 

NEW DELHI 

After being greylisted at the 
Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF) plenary, Pakistan 
now faces being put on the 
“blacklist” of the FATF’s Asia 
affiliate, the Asia-Pacific 
Group (APG), that will con¬ 
clude its meetings in Canber¬ 
ra, Australia, on Friday. 

While the two processes 
are separate, the APG black¬ 
listing, or ‘Enhanced Expe¬ 
dited Follow Up’ status, will 
definitely impair Pakistan’s 
chances at extricating itself 
from the FATF greylist that 
deals with countering terror¬ 
financing and money-laun¬ 
dering, at its Paris plenary la¬ 
ter this year. 

Sources told The Hindu 
that the APG meeting, which 


began on August 18, com¬ 
pleted a third evaluation 
(MER) of Pakistan’s actions 
over the past five years on 
building anti-money-laun¬ 
dering and countering fi¬ 
nancing of terrorism (AML/ 
CFT) safeguards, and found 
them wholly inadequate. 

According to the APG’s fi¬ 
nal report, expected to be 
made public after the meet¬ 
ing ends, Pakistan failed in 
32 of 40 ‘compliance’ param¬ 
eters for its legal and finan¬ 
cial systems, and failed 10 of 
11 ‘effectiveness’ parameters 
for enforcing safeguards 
against terror-financing and 
money-laundering by UN- 
sanctioned entities and oth¬ 
er non-government outfits. 

As a result, Pakistan is 
likely to be placed on the 


A DOWNGRADE 


■ The Asia-Pacific Group 
meeting evaluated Pakistan's 
efforts in the 
last five years on 
building safe¬ 
guards to curb 
money-launder¬ 
ing and counter 
terror-financing 

■ Pakistan failed in 32 of 40 
parameters with regard to its 
legal and financial systems 


■ If Pakistan stays on the 
Asia-Pacific Group greylist, 
or is blacklisted, it 
faces not only a 
financial 
downgrade and 
restrictions on its 
markets, but will 
also have a difficult 
time managing 
capital inflows from IMF and 
other international 
agencies 



fourth and lowest rung of the 
APG’s Follow-Up (FU) listing, 
the Enhance Expedited Fol¬ 
low Up, the sources said. 
This would make the Pakista¬ 
ni government’s next steps, 
as it faces FATF reviews in 
September and October 
much more challenging. 

India is a member of both 


the APG and the FATF con¬ 
sultations and is represented 
by a team of officials from 
the Ministries of Finance, Ex¬ 
ternal Affairs and Home Af¬ 
fairs. However, the actions 
demanding Pakistan’s re¬ 
view have been pushed by 
the U.S., the U.K., Germany 
and France. Pakistan’s multi- 


ministerial team at the APG 
meeting is led by its State 
Bank Governor. 

Against Hafiz Saeed 

Last week, Islamabad had 
submitted a 450-page com¬ 
pliance document that de¬ 
tails all the changes the go¬ 
vernment has made to 
existing laws, and actions 
against terror groups in the 
past year and a half. Pakistan 
has claimed that it has 
charged Lashkar-e-Taiba/ Ja- 
maat-ud Dawa (JuD) chief 
Hafiz Saeed with terror fi¬ 
nancing, and frozen all as¬ 
sets of the JuD and other 
UNSC banned outfits this 
year, as part of its ongoing ef¬ 
forts to crack down on ter¬ 
ror. 

The compliance docu¬ 


ment will be reviewed 
against a 27-point action plan 
set out by the FATF, which 
could decide one of three op¬ 
tions: to remove Pakistan 
from the greylist, to continue 
to keep it on the greylist, or 
to downgrade it further to its 
blacklist. Review meetings 
will be held in Bangkok on 
September 5, with a final de¬ 
cision at the Paris plenary 
session on October 18-23. 

If Pakistan stays on the 
greylist, or is blacklisted, it 
faces not only a financial 
downgrade and restrictions 
on its markets, but will have 
a tough time managing capi¬ 
tal inflows from IMF and oth¬ 
er agencies, as well as servic¬ 
ing debt that adds up to 
about 25% of the govern¬ 
ment’s revenues at present. 


Top-level meeting on J&K transition 

Secretaries will brainstorm on the implementation of the Reorganisation Act 



On watch: CRPF men stand guard in a street in Srinagar. ■ pti 


UN team alleges violation 
of rights in Kashmir 

‘Live ammunition used on protesters’ 


VIJAI TA SINGH 

NEW DELHI 

Secretaries of Union Minis¬ 
tries will meet on August 28 
to discuss the implementa¬ 
tion of the Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir Reorganisation Act, 2019 
that will come into effect on 
October 31, the day the State 
will be bifurcated into the 
Union Territories of J&K and 
Ladakh. 

There was no clarity on 
the release of several politi¬ 
cal leaders, including the 
former Chief Ministers of 
J&K Omar Abdullah and 
Mehbooba Mufti, who have 
been held under preventive 
detention since August 5. A 
top government official said 
the Centre had no role to 
play in their detention or re¬ 
lease. The State has been un¬ 
der Central rule for more 
than a year. 


“The decision was taken 
by local authorities and they 
will decide when to release 
them,” said the official, re¬ 
fusing to share the number 
of leaders in detention. 

Under the Act passed by 
Parliament on August 6, the 
number of seats in the Legis¬ 


lative Assembly of J&K has 
been increased from 107 to 
114. From October 31,106 
Central laws will be applica¬ 
ble to the Union Territory, 
along with 166 State Acts, in¬ 
cluding the Governor’s Act. 
As many as 153 State laws 
will be repealed. 


A senior government offi¬ 
cial said the high-level meet¬ 
ing would be steered by the 
Union Home Secretary. 
“There are various overlap¬ 
ping issues concerning sev¬ 
eral Ministries that will be 
discussed. The smooth tran¬ 
sition of the State to a Union 
Territory will be the focus,” 
said a senior government 
official. 

Staff panel 

On August 20, Governor Sa- 
tya Pal Malik sanctioned a 
committee to deal with “staff 
related issues” in J&K and 
Ladakh. 

“The finer details like that 
of resources, revenue and 
personnel are being exa¬ 
mined by the committee. 
The Union Home Ministry 
will oversee the prepara¬ 
tions,” the official said. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The information blackout in 
Kashmir amounted to a col¬ 
lective punishment for the 
people of the region, ex¬ 
perts of the United Nations 
Human Rights Council said 
on Thursday. 

In a statement, they said 
the communication lock- 
down and denial of funda¬ 
mental rights to the Kashmi¬ 
ri people violated 
fundamental rights. 

“The shutdown of Inter¬ 
net and telecommunication 
networks, without justifica¬ 
tion from the government, 
is inconsistent with the fun¬ 
damental norms of necessi¬ 
ty and proportionality. The 
blackout is a form of collec¬ 
tive punishment for the peo¬ 
ple of Jammu and Kashmir, 


without even a pretext of a 
precipitating offence,” they 
said. 

They declared that they 
had received information 
about an increase in the ar¬ 
rest of political figures, jour¬ 
nalists, human rights acti¬ 
vists, and protesters. They 
were worried about reports 
of night raids in private 
homes and arrest of young 
people. The experts alleged 
that live ammunition was 
being used on protesters in 
Kashmir and that amounted 
to the violation of the funda¬ 
mental right to life. 

David Kaye, Michel Forst, 
Bernard Duhaime, Clement 
Nyaletsossi Voule and Agnes 
Callamard were the experts 
and rapporteurs who were 
part of the group from the 
Human Rights Council. 



D.Raja, Dinesh Trivedi and T.R. Baalu at the Opposition rally 
on Kashmir in New Delhi on Thursday. 


A great joke on 
Constitution: Azad 


Article 370 diluted through back door’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The nine Opposition parties 
that staged a protest here on 
Thursday adopted a resolu¬ 
tion demanding the “imme¬ 
diate release of all public re¬ 
presentatives of 

mainstream political parties 
and innocent citizens” in 
Jammu and Kashmir. 

“We also demand imme¬ 
diate restoration of normal¬ 
cy and communications so 
that people can reach out to 
their loved ones and their 
family members,” DMK par¬ 
liamentary party leader T.R. 
Baalu said, reading out the 
resolution. 

Leader of the Opposition 
in the Rajya Sabha and 
former Jammu and Kashmir 
Chief Minister Ghulam Nabi 
Azad said 95% of the Indians 
didn’t know the history of 
Kashmir and even the BJP, 
which was celebrating the 
dilution of Article 370, 
didn’t know what exactly 
they were celebrating. “The 
ruling party has played a 
great joke on the Constitu¬ 
tion. Whatever they have 
done to the state of Jammu 
and Kashmir is completely 
unconstitutional,” he said. 
He accused the government 
of bringing the Presidential 
Order to revoke Article 370 
through the back door. 

Praising former Prime Mi¬ 
nister Atal Bihari Vajpayee 


for his conduct as the Lead¬ 
er of the Opposition, a par¬ 
liamentarian and a “tho¬ 
rough gentleman”, Mr. Azad 
said had he been at the 
helm, such a move would 
not have been made. “We 
must recognise that this is 
no democracy. If we fail to 
understand this, then we 
are living in a fool’s para¬ 
dise,” he said. 

“What is happening in 
Kashmir is a direct assault 
on Indian democracy. All 
the pillars of our Constitu¬ 
tion are today being assault¬ 
ed by how this government 
acted in Kashmir,” CPI(M) 
general secretary Sitaram 
Yechury said. “This is a mil¬ 
itary takeover of Kashmir,” 
he said. 

Vajpayee’s idea 
He said the Narendra Modi 
government had forgotten 
the slogan given by Mr. Vaj¬ 
payee: “ Kashmiriyat, Jam- 
huriyat aur Insaniyat”. 

Trinamool Congress spo¬ 
kesperson and former MP 
Dinesh Trivedi walked a fine 
line, emphasising that the 
single-point agenda of this 
meeting was to demand the 
release of the political lead¬ 
ers. 

Samajwadi Party’s Ram- 
gopal Yadav said if the situa¬ 
tion in Kashmir was normal 
then why its political class 
was detained. 


Apple farmers of 
Kashmir a worried lot 

Trucks to ferry produce unavailable 


PEER ZADA ASHIQ 

SRINAGAR 

Security restrictions and ab¬ 
sence of communication 
links have hit Kashmir’s 
multi-crore apple business. 
The movement of fruit 
trucks to the Valley has re¬ 
duced from 1,200 to just 120 
a day. 

Nazeer Ahmad, 55, an or¬ 
chard owner in the apple 
town of Shopian, on Thurs¬ 
day reached Srinagar to 
seek help from the adminis¬ 
tration for making available 
trucks. “All mandis [desig¬ 
nated apple markets], espe¬ 
cially in Shopian and So- 
pore, are shut. No buyer 
from outside the State has 
come here. This is likely to 
affect the pricing. We fear 


the ripe harvest may rot in 
case trucks from other 
States fail to arrive in the 
Valley,” Mr. Ahmad said. 

“This year, buyers from 
Delhi’s Azadpur mandi 
avoided advance contracts 
for the standing crop, put¬ 
ting the burden of ferrying 
the crop on the orchard 
owners completely.” 

The apple season starts in 
the second week of August 
and peaks in September-Oc- 
tober. The flow of trucks de¬ 
clines only by December 15, 
according to officials. Truck¬ 
ers from Punjab, Haryana, 
Delhi and Rajasthan ferry 
apple outside the Valley. 
Kashmir produces 17.9 lakh 
tonnes of apple, or 75% of 
the country’s production. 


India-U.S. 2+2 meeting 
being held in California 

Focus is on advancing cooperation 


SRIRA M LAKSHMAN 

WASHINGTON DC 

Indian and U.S. officials 
have gathered in the Naval 
Postgraduate School at Mon¬ 
terey, California, for the 2+2 
intersessional and the Mari¬ 
time Security Dialogue. 

The U.S. will be led by 
Acting Assistant Secretary 
for South and Central Asia 
Alice Wells and Assistant Se¬ 
cretary of Defense for Indo- 
Pacific Affairs Randall 
Schriver. Gourangalal Das, 
Joint Secretary, Americas, 
and officials from the Indian 
Embassy in Washington will 
participate from the Indian 
side. 

“During the intersession¬ 
al, the two sides will discuss 
ways to advance coopera¬ 
tion on critical diplomatic 
and security priorities, in¬ 
cluding our shared vision of 
a free and open Indo-Pacific 
region, and review prepara¬ 
tions for the next 2+2 Minis¬ 
terial Dialogue,” the State 
Department said through a 
statement issued on 



Wednesday. 

External Affairs Minister 
S. Jaishankar and U.S. Secre¬ 
tary of State Michael Pom- 
peo are set to meet for the 
2+2 Dialogue later in the au¬ 
tumn in the U.S 

During Friday’s Maritime 
Security Dialogue, the two 
countries will discuss mari¬ 
time developments in the 
Indo-Pacific and the streng¬ 
thening of bilateral mari¬ 
time security cooperation. 

Five officials from the Mi¬ 
nistry of Defence - the Joint 
Secretary (International 
Cooperation) and the Joint 
Secretary (Navy), the Assis¬ 
tant Chief of the Naval Staff 
(ACNS) Foreign Cooperation 
and Intelligence (FCI) and a 
one-star officer from Head¬ 
quarters Integrated Defence 
Staff (IDS) as well as the Di¬ 
rector International Cooper¬ 
ation (IC) - will attend the 
Security Dialogue. 

(With inputs from 
Suhasini Haidar 
and Dinakar Peri 
in New Delhi) 
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RITES LIMITED 

(Schedule ‘A’ Enterprise of Govt, of India) 


THE INFRASTRUCTURE PEOPLE 


CIN No.: L74899DL1974GOI007227 


Notice Inviting e-Tender 

The Joint General Manager/CP, RITES Ltd. invites on behalf of Central 
University of Karnataka, Gulbarga online item rate bids on single 
packet system for the following work: 

NIT No. RITES/CP/CUK/B. Wall (Bal)/19, Name of Work: Construction 
of Balance Works for Boundary Wall at Central University of Karnataka, 
Gulbarga, Estimated Cost: Rs. 77,20,338/-, Earnest Money: 
Rs. 77,204/-, Period of Completion: 04 months, Last time & date of 
submission of bid: 11:00 Hrs. on 05.09.2019 

The bid forms and other details can be obtained from the website 

https://etenders.gov.in/eprocure/app 

Addendum / Corrigendum, if any, shall be hosted online only 


WRcT^RTOGOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
3TcTft«ff^3TFr/DEPARTMENT OF SPACE 
fiKick3TclftST ®F?f/ 

VIKR AM SARA BHAI SPACE CENTRE/ 

CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE GROUP 
fcUdddMW THIRUVANANTHAPURAM - 22 


f^fT^rarafir^n/EXTENSiON of tender 

5FT sfhtoTitle of work : 37T fctTcTR 

(Rlfad cTSJT ’fftTcT ^T)/ Extension to CMSE Canteen at Vattiyoorkavu 
(Civil & PH works) 

*T£n*T 41. cfiy4iM4t4fl/4f)M«Hofl/1%f^er/04/2019-20 f^oTR) 
30.07.2019 /1-Tender Notice No. VSSC/CMG/CIVIL/04/2019-20 Dt. 30.07.2019 


atfrPT fM^r/ Last date for 
download the tender document 


02.09.2019 TTTT 
^/ Extended upto 02.09.2019 


Due date for receipt of tenders 


Rdicb 04.09.2019 TW^CpRTT 
3RTT/ Extended to 04.09.2019 


dI eRJT PllcjdjchK ^"-PlfcldJ 

TildUd 3RA W? f%TdcT TTtPTT (f-TM3fI^T) TT Tlddl^d foTTT 
www.tenderwizard.com/ISRO si^ddls f%PTT 3TT d^di {?l Interested 
tenderers may please refer detailed Notice Inviting E-Tender (E-NIT) 
for eligibility criteria and other details, which can be downloaded from 
website www.tenderwizard.com/ISRO. 


(Sd/-) TOIST, (fitful), cfi!J4bj4Hfi / HEAD, CMD(CIVIL), VSSC 


HIS 6 §€ll WIG €l§ £PS*IQ €1 § 6 lfl Q 8 . 

I-i ODISHA POWER TRANSMISSION 
^ CORPORATION LIMITED 

Lifelineofodisha (A Government of Odisha Undertaking) 

Regd.Office: Janpath, Bhubaneswar-751022, Telephone: (0674) 2540051 (EPABX), 
Website: www.optcl.co.in, CIN:U41020R2004SGC007553 


NOTICE INVITING TENDER (NIT) 

(DOMESTIC COMPETITIVE e-BIDDING) 


e-TENDER NOTICE NO.:CPC-09/2019-20 Date: 23.08.2019 

ODISHA POWER TRANSMISSION CORPORATION LTD. (OPTCL), 
Bhubaneswar invites bids (in e-tendering mode only) under single 
stage two-envelope system from reputed EPC/Turnkey Contractors 
for Engineering, Supply, Erection and Commissioning of 
2x40MVA, 220/33KV Grid Sub-station (AIS) with SAS at Chitalo, 
Jhadanga along with associated 220 KV LILO line from 220 KV 
New Duburi-Bhadrak line to Chitalo S/S at an Estimated Cost of 
the Package for 465.54 Crore in Jajpur district on "Turnkey 
CONTRACT BASIS". Interested bidders are required to enroll 
themselves in the tender portal "www.tenderwizard.com/OPTCL". 
Complete set of bidding documents are available on 
"www.tenderwizard.com/OPTCL" portal from Dt. (23/08/2019)/ 
(11.00) AM upto Dt. (25/09/2019) (12:45) PM. Interested bidders may 
visit OPTCL's official website "http://www.optcl.co.in" and Tender 
Portal "http://www.tenderwizard.com/OPTCLforfurtherdetail. 
Note: Bidders are requested to regularly visit Official website of 
OPTCL/Tender Portal only for amendment/errata/corrigendum (if any) 
and any other information regarding these tenders, as the same shall 
be published only on the OPTCL website/Tender Portal. 

Sr. General Manager (C.P.C.) 

CR-Advt.No.- 09/2019-20 Email id: sgm.cpc@optcl.co. in 


Please connect us: Roptcl.odisha # optcl_odisha #energyodisha 



® PARADIP PORT TRUST 

No. TD/TM/GEN(Vol-ll)/19/2015 
dtd.20.08.2019 

CORRIGENDUM-1 dtd.20.08.2019 

to e-TCN No. TD/TM/GEN- 
2 2 5 (Vo I -111)/19/2047 dtd. 
13.08.2019 for “Allotment of 02 
(two) nos. of Manual Iron Ore / 
Iron Ore Pellet Plots”. Refer our 
website for details of 
Corrigendum-1 published 
https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app 

TRAFFIC MANAGER 
PPT/PR/287/19-20 Dt-23.08.2019 


@ PARADIP PORT TRUST 

g-TENDER NOTICE 

Name of the work Development 
of parking area in front of Gate 
Ho, & to facilitate cargo vehicle. 
Estimated cost put lo tender 
? 36,50.672.29 Dale of a variable 
of tender Tor online bidding 
te.ga 2019 lo C5.C0 2C19 upto 
17.00 hrs. For details of the fender 
for aniline bidding is available in the 
website https ://epro cure .g ow i n/ 
epfocure/app 

Executive Engineer 
Building Construction Division 
PFTi'PR/291/19-20 Dt : 23.QB.ZP1f 



MISSING 


The person shown in the photo named one Sankar Naik- 
age 54/18, S/o Bojje Naik, Kottepparambil House, 
Pallichirangara, Moovattupuzha, Ernakulam District, has 

been missing from his house on 05-09-18. In this regard 
a case in crime 3314/18 U/s 57 of KP Act was registered at 
Moovattupuzha P.S . Enquiries being continued to find out the 
missing person. If any information is received about the missing 
person, please inform in the following phone numbers. 


1. DySP District Crime Branch Aluva - 9497990075 

2. District Crime Branch Aluva - 9497975450,9447575281 

3. District Crime Branch Aluva - 0484-2623122 


IDENTIFICATION MARKS 

Height 5’ feet, Medium Colour, Fatty figure, His right leg amputate due to accident. 
Mixed Black and gray hair. 

(F2/314/2019/I&PRD) 


BHARAT COKINO COAL LIMITED 

A Min] Raina Company 4 
(A Subsidiary of Coal India Limited) 


Sub Open Oomeslic Cum Reverse Auction Notice No. 


Online bids are invited from prospective bidders Supply of MS 
ft pea of various, diameters (100mm - 4050m, 150mm - 13800m, 
200mm - 3000m & 230mm - 5000m) against Open Domestic Cum 
H evens Auction Tender No. : BCCLfPURI 18G50-110O7B-110041 , 
MS Pipes 19-20/OTE, 30 having estimated value ol Rs. 302.75 
LAKH (Approx.) Did Submission end data OOJi-SOiS A Bid/Tender 
Opening Date Is 11.09.2019. Full details at above bandar is available 
on website h1tPS://CQallmflfllend&ra,nlc.lrt . www.bcclweb.in ft 
hiipsi/.e-precure.gqy.in. Prospective bidder are advised to visit I he 
aforesaid websites to participation against above lenders and to note 
time lo time the any corrigendum, clarifications etc. (If any). 

Sd- 

cruel Manager (MM) 


ANDHRA PRADESH FOREST 
^DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMITED 

(A Government of Andhra Pradesh Undertaking) 

gd.Office: The Annapurna Nagar Public Servants co-operative House 


Regd.( 


Building Scoiety Plot No: 80/A, 81/A, Gorantla, Guntur. 


EUCALYPTUS DEBARKED WOOD BILLETS SALE NOTICE 

Ref.no.OP.001/EDWB/2019-20/ Date: 21.08.2019 

Sale of about 5000 cum of Eucalyptus Debarked Wood Billets 
anticipated from (01) Unit of Bamboo mixed with Eucalyptus Clonal 
Plantation of A.P. Forest Development Corporation Limited, proposed 
to be held through e-Tender cum e Auction on “Konugolu” , a Govt, of 
Andhra Pradesh e-Portal ie., “https://www.konugolu.ap.gov.in” from 
11.00 hrs to 13.00 hrs on 06 th of September, 2019. Unit remained 
unsold/unconfirmed will be exposed again on 18 th of September, 2019 
& 27 th of September, 2019. For More details please visit the websites: 
https:// www.konuaolu.ap.aov.in & https://www.apfdcl.com. 

DIPR100PP/CL, Dt.22/08/2019 _ Sd/- Vice Chairman and Managing Director 
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ODISHA POWER TRANSMISSION CORPORATION LTD. 

(A Government p f CWtsha UndertaKirtgf 

Regtf. Office : Janpath, Bhubaneswar ■ 751 022. Ckftsha 
Website : www.opKi.ca in. Telephone : D674-2540051 (EPABX) 

CIN : U401O2OR2OO4SGCOCI75S3 


e-Tender Notice No. CPC -DB/aD 19-20 Date: 23.DB.2D19 

NOTICE INVITING TENDER (Nm 

(DOMESTIC COMPETITIVE e-BIDDING) 

ODISHA POWER TRANSMISSION CORPORATION LTD (OPTCL), 
Bhubaneswar, invites bids (in e-lendering mode only) under single 
stage two-envelope system from reputed EPCrTurnkey Contractors 
for Engineering, Supply, Erection and Commissioning of 220 KV 
LlLO Line from one circuit of existing 220 kV TTPS - JODADC Line 
(Circuit-!!) to 220/33 kV G1S substation, Keonjhar at an 
Estimated Cost of the Package for T13.26 Crore on "Turnkey 
CONTRACT BASIS" interested bidders are required to enroll 
themselves in the tender portal ,^ www I tenderwizard J corT 1 /OPTCL f, . 
Complete set of bidding documents are available on 
“www.tenderwizflrd.com/OPTCL" portal from Dt.23.0B,2019/11.00 
A.M up to Dt, 23,09,2019 /12,45 PM Interested bidders may visit 
OPTCL's official website " http://www.aptd.cojn" and Tender Portal 
"http://www.tenderwizard.com/QPTCL" for further detail. 

Note : Bidders are requested to regularly visit Official Website of 
OPTCUTender Portal only for amendment / errata i corrigendum (if 
any) and any other information regarding these tenders, es the same 
shall be published only on Ihe OPTCLwebsila/TondarPortaL 

Sr. General Manager (C.P.C.) 
Cft AM Afo-08/f 9-20 e-ma il id ; sgm. cpc@optcf co . in 


Please connect us : yoptcl.odisha ifaptcl odisha enargyodrsha 


OlMcfltl TOlrift IIJKUMI Rforill IKlRilltUI JdlfpUlHiani^T 


pFTT4>/W/fci5M/2019 f^TT^ 18/08/19 

ftafti gpiT 

• ^tr=pt, RiRmhi ftran fcpTPT, h/m+i irrw wr 

^2-53/2017/1/55 12/01/2018 sfRT 

RiRboHi HdiR^iHq fTarf^# tt f^FT 

2018^3TcT+fcf t TvjRRTvjTT RiRhoHI H'dift'^tieTd T cfTfeRR 

<f> 3T?fFT WTTW /W mW/WP14i WTTW/ 
cf) fcrf^FT f/HHll Rcfd t[fcf ZWf 'Heff £KI ^ vjfRT t - 1 

^+Kil3TTlf SKI f+falRd 3HI^TT^t q/q ^ 

fWiftcT 34^T +T 3TT^+T ^ J|vjKKMI RiRMHI 

J 4lfe1+K 27/08/2019 TTTWef 5:30 ^ 

rPfi 3TFT%T 11 WRKT ^ ^ 

3TT^T qoT f^rfftcT VtfW T ^IKFl 

j qifcH+K cf?r c|6|kii$c www.grmcgwalior.org T? 

^Tefisrt I 

• S7RT 3T9Tc[T gLiRtHM ^ fivrKKMI 

RiRboHI HSlfWeRI ^TTfeRR KJRT ^TT TRfirl 11 fo/ft 

■ferfer +r f^rtilRa f/Rr ^ 'H+n ttrt /ft 41 / 

STT^ff m fc^R f^TT FTTcpTT | 

• TTTSTT^R ^ ^49141 7^ 

H^lft^liei4 Tfr vjfRHil cfSTT 

^fl ^jfef f^TT vjIRHII | 

cbi4qion 3rtorft 

G-15467/2019 WTRTvTT tefooHI wfeTTeRJ 


SANJAY GANDHI INSTITUTE OF 
1 TRAUMA AND ORTHOPAEDICS 

(Government of Karnataka Autonomous Institute) 


Byrasandra, Jayanagara East, Bengaluru - 560 011 Ph: 080-26564516, 
26562500 Grams: SITO Fax: 26565222 E-mail: sitodirector@gmail.com 
No. SGITO/e-Tender/ME/118/2019-20 Date: 22.08.2019 


TENDER NOTIFICATION (e- Procurement) 


Sanjay Gandhi Institute of Trauma & Orthopaedics, Byrasandra, Jayanagar 
East, Bangalore -11 invites tender from the eligible tenderers through the 
e-procurement portal of G0K for the following Medical Equipments. 

(1) Imported C-Arm - 2 Nos (2) Electric Power Drill, Saw and Reaming 
System (Indian) - 10 Nos (3) Battery Operated Drill, Reaming and Saw 
System - 3 Nos (4) Imported Bone Holding Forceps - Large, Medium, 
Small, Extra Large - 2 Set each (5) Imported Homan's Bone levers - 
Large, Medium, Small - 2 Set each (6) Saw Blade System - 1 No 
(7) Surgical Instruments for Plastic Surgery - 1 Set (8) Skin Graft 
Mesher - 1 No (9) Haematology analyser 5 part Cell Counter - 1 No 
(10) Camera system for Arthroscopy - 1 No (11) Annual Maintenance 
of Operation Theatres 2, 3, and 4, AHU's - 3 Nos (12) Annual 
maintenance contract of 150 KLD Common Effluent Treatment Plant (CETP) 

(1) The Tenderers can download the documents from: 
https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in for SI. No.01 to 12 on or after 
23.08.2019 and the last date for submission of completed tenders 
through e-portal is 24.10.2019 upto 4:00 PM. 

(2) The Tender Accepting Authority reserves the right to accept / 
reject or cancel tender without assigning any reason thereof. 


DIPR/1043/2019-20 


Sd/- Chief Administrative Officer 
Tender Inviting Authority 
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The planet’s lungs are on fire 

Wildfires in the Amazon rainforest in northern Brazil have ignited a firestorm on social media, 
with millions joining a campaign with #PrayforAmazon as hashtag 



COLOMBIA 


3 Brazil has seen massive deforestation 
since Jair Bolsonaro, the country's 
far-right President, assumed office 
early this year 


Bolsonoro has blamed NGOs for 
starting the fires to hurt his 
government 


ARGENTINA 


1 There have been 72,843 
fires in Brazil this year, 
with more than half in 
the Amazon region — an 
80% increase from the 
same period last year 

2 Experts blame the 
fires on illegal loggers 
who have been 
burning newly cleared land 
for cattle ranching and 
agricultural use 


April-to-June 
deforestation was 

24.8% 

higher than the 
same period 
last year 


PACIFIC 

OCEAN 


1,000 miles 
1,600 km 


PARAGUAY 


CHILE 


\\* Fire activity analyses (August 21, Copernicus 
Atmosphere Monitoring Service) 

VENEZUELA 


595sqkm 

of Amazonian 
forests were lost 
in June, an 88 % 
annual increase 
from June 2018 


ATLANTIC OCEAN 


ECUADOR 

BOLIVIA 


344,500 

HECTARES 

Area of Amazon rainforest 
destroyed since January 
by illegal loggers, miners 
and cattle ranchers 


The fires were lit in 
strategic places. All 
the indications sug¬ 
gest they went there 
to film and start fires. 

That’s what I feel. 

BOLSONARO 



IBAMA: Brazil's 
environmental 
enforcement agency 
has seen its 
budget cut by $23 million 


Bolsonaro took office in January 


SOURCE: GRAPHIC NEWS, BRAZIL'S NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR SPACE RESEARCH | GRAPHIC: KARTHICK S.T. 


No point in talking to India: Imran Khan 

Pak. PM says his overtures were turned down; warns of crisis escalating between the nuclear powers 



A file photo of Pakistan PM Imran Khan in Islamabad. ■ nyt 


SALMAN MAS00D 
MARI A ABI-HABIB 

ISLAMABAD 

Prime Minister Imran Khan 
of Pakistan intensified his 
criticism of India on Wednes¬ 
day over its Kashmir crack¬ 
down, saying he would no 
longer seek dialogue with In¬ 
dian officials and raising the 
threat of a military escala¬ 
tion between the nuclear¬ 
armed neighbours. 

In an interview with The 
New York Times, Mr. Khan 
complained bitterly about 
what he described as repeat¬ 
ed rebuffs from Prime Minis¬ 
ter Narendra Modi at his en¬ 
treaties for communication, 
both before and after the Au¬ 
gust 5 decision to end Kash¬ 
mir’s special status. 

“There is no point in talk¬ 
ing to them. I mean, I have 
done all the talking. Unfortu¬ 
nately, now when I look 
back, all the overtures that I 
was making for peace and 
dialogue, I think they took it 
for appeasement,” Mr. Khan 
said during the interview at 
the Prime Minister’s office in 
Islamabad. “There is nothing 
more that we can do.” 

Mr. Khan has repeatedly 
denounced the Modi govern¬ 
ment for terminating the au¬ 


tonomy of Kashmir. India 
deployed thousands of 
troops to quell any possible 
unrest and severed nearly all 
communications in the 
region. 

There was no immediate 
comment from the Indian 
side on Mr. Khan’s remarks. 
But India’s Ambassador to 
the U.S., Harsh Vardhan 
Shringla, who was visiting 
The New York Times Edito¬ 
rial Board, rejected criti¬ 
cism. 

“Our experience has been 
that every time we have ta¬ 
ken an initiative toward 
peace, it has turned out bad¬ 
ly for us,” the Ambassador 
said. “We expect Pakistan to 
take credible, irreversible 
and verifiable action against 
terrorism.” 

Internal matter 

Mr. Khan’s interview with 
The Times was his first with 
an international news organ¬ 
isation aimed at publicising 
his anger over what is hap¬ 
pening in Kashmir - and it 
appeared to reflect his frus¬ 
tration at what he views as 
India’s intransigence. 

Indian officials have de¬ 
scribed their new policy on 
Kashmir as a legal and inter¬ 


nal matter that was part of an 
effort to improve the region’s 
economic prospects. They 
have said the deployment of 
armed forces was precau¬ 
tionary, preventive and 
temporary. 

Echoing what he and his 
subordinates have said on 
social media and in Pakistani 
news outlets, Mr. Khan de¬ 
scribed Mr. Modi as a fascist 
and Hindu supremacist who 
intends to eradicate Kash¬ 
mir’s mostly Muslim popula¬ 
tion and populate the region 
with Hindus. 

“The most important 
thing is that 8 million peo¬ 
ple’s lives are at risk. We are 
all worried that there is eth¬ 


nic cleansing and genocide 
about to happen,” Mr. Khan 
said. 

Last month, Mr. Khan vi¬ 
sited Washington and met 
with Mr. Trump, who said he 
would be willing to mediate 
the conflict. His offer was 
welcomed by Mr. Khan but 
has not been accepted by 
India. 

Mr. Trump reiterated his 
offer on Tuesday, telling NBC 
News: “I’ll do the best I can 
to mediate or do something.” 

Mr. Khan expressed con¬ 
cern that India might under¬ 
take a deceptive “false-flag 
operation” in Kashmir to try 
to justify military action 
against Pakistan. And Pakis¬ 


tan, he said, would be forced 
to respond. 

Eyeball to eyeball 

“And then you are looking at 
two nuclear-armed coun¬ 
tries eyeball to eyeball, and 
anything can happen,” he 
said. “My worry is that this 
can escalate and for two nu¬ 
clear-armed countries, it 
should be alarming for the 
world what we are facing 
now.” 

Mr. Khan’s warnings of a 
wider nuclear conflagration 
reprised comments from Is¬ 
lamabad shortly after Indian 
warplanes infiltrated Pakis¬ 
tani airspace in March. In¬ 
dian government officials 
have dismissed such warn¬ 
ings, claiming that Pakistan 
is using the threat of nuclear 
war to push the international 
community to mediate and 
force India into talks. 

Shortly after taking office 
last summer, Mr. Khan 
reached out to India in an at¬ 
tempt to revive talks bet¬ 
ween the countries. But In¬ 
dian officials rejected Mr. 
Khan’s efforts with a long¬ 
standing response that they 
will negotiate only after Pa¬ 
kistan cuts ties to militant 

grOUpS. NY TIMES 


S. Korea scraps key pact with Japan 


Solution ‘readily available’ 
for Irish border: Johnson 


Sirisena’s office refutes Pak. 
statement on envoy meet 

‘President did not comment on Kashmir in meeting’ 


AGENCE FARANCE-PRESSE 

PARIS 

British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson said on Thursday 
that technical solutions 
were “readily available” to 
avoid the return of checks 
on the border between Ire¬ 
land and Northern Ireland, 
an issue that has bedevilled 
negotiations on Brexit. 

“The technical solutions 
are readily available,” Mr. 
Johnson said as he met 
French leader Emmanuel 



U.S. f Taliban resume talks 
on ending Afghan war 

KABUL 

U.S. envoy Zalmay Khalilzad 
on Thursday resumed talks 
with the Taliban in Doha on 
ending the Afghanistan war. 
The U.S. and the Taliban have 
held several rounds of talks 
in the past one year, ap 

One dead, several injured 
in fire at Paris hospital 

PARIS 

A woman died and several 
people were injured after a 
huge fire broke out inside a 
hospital complex in Paris. 
Around 100 firefighters 
battled the blaze for more 
than two hours. In total, 50 
people were evacuated from 
Henri Mondor hospital, afp 


Macron in Paris. “You can 
have trusted trader 
schemes, you can have elec¬ 
tronic pre-clearing.” 

Mr. Macron supported al¬ 
lowing U.K. another 30 days 
to find a solution to the Irish 
border issue. “We need to 
try to have a useful month,” 
he said. But Mr. Macron has 
rejected Mr. Johnson’s calls 
to scrap an arrangement for 
Ireland negotiated between 
the EU and former British 
premier Theresa May. 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

NEW YORK 

U.S. President Donald 
Trump has been hit by a 
wave of criticism for accus¬ 
ing Jewish Democratic vo¬ 
ters of “disloyalty,” but his 
comment also highlighted 
the unease of some in the 
community with its tradi¬ 
tional party of choice. 

Mr. Trump, who has posi¬ 
tioned himself as a staunch 
ally of Israel, made the re¬ 
mark on Tuesday night 
while criticising Democratic 
politicians who support a 
boycott of the Jewish state. 

“Where has the Demo¬ 
cratic party gone?” Mr. 
Trump said, adding: “I think 


REUT ERS 

SEOUL 

South Korea said on Thurs¬ 
day it will scrap an intelli¬ 
gence-sharing pact with Ja¬ 
pan, a decision that could 
escalate a dispute over histo¬ 
ry and trade and undercut 
security cooperation on 
North Korea. 

With the decision not to 
extend the pact, the political 
and trade disputes between 
South Korea and Japan now 
extend into some of the 
most sensitive national se¬ 
curity issues in the region. 



Donald Trump 


any Jewish people that vote 
for a Democrat, I think it 
shows either a total lack of 
knowledge or great 
disloyalty.” 

Members of America’s 
more than five million- 
strong Jewish community - 
80% of whom voted Demo¬ 
cratic in the 2018 mid-term 


The arrangement was de¬ 
signed to share information 
on the threat posed by North 
Koreas missile and nuclear 
activities. 

The decision to end it 
comes after North Korea 
launched a series of short- 
range ballistic missiles in 
protest against what it sees 
as military build-ups in 
South Korea and Japan. 

The General Security of 
Military Information Agree¬ 
ment was due to be automat¬ 
ically renewed on Saturday. 

The decision was an- 


elections, according to the 
Pew Research Center - have 
blamed the President for 
fuelling anti-Semitism. 

“It’s a bit unclear what the 
President was trying to say 
in terms of who Jews are dis¬ 
loyal to... While he wasn’t 
exactly clear about that, I 
will be exactly clear on what 
that was: anti-Semitic,” Jo¬ 
nathan Greenblatt, the CEO 
of the Anti-Defamation 
League, said. 

The President “has no 
right to tell Jewish Ameri¬ 
cans he knows what is best 
for us or to demand our 
loyalty,” said Halie Soifer, of 
the Jewish Democratic 
Council of America. 


nounced after an hour-long 
discussion within the presi¬ 
dential National Security 
Council (NSC). South Korean 
President Moon Jae-in ap¬ 
proved it. 

Japan created a “grave 
change” in the environment 
for bilateral security cooper¬ 
ation by removing South Ko¬ 
rea’s fast-track export status, 
said Kim You-geun, a deputy 
director of the NSC. 

Japan cited security con¬ 
cerns without providing evi¬ 
dence for its decision on 
South Korea’s trade status. 

Myanmar not 
safe for return 
ofRohingya’ 

REUT ERS 

BANGICOK/COX’S BAZAR 

Sexual violence by Myan¬ 
mar’s military against Mus¬ 
lim Rohingya amounts to 
war crimes, a UN report 
said on Thursday, adding 
that conditions are not fa¬ 
vourable for refugees to re¬ 
turn to the country. 

The UN Fact-Finding 
Mission on Myanmar said 
“soldiers routinely em¬ 
ployed rape, gang rape and 
other violent and forced 
sexual acts against women, 
girls, boys, men and trans¬ 
gender people.” 

Meanwhile, a push to re¬ 
patriate Rohingya refugees 
from Bangladesh to Myan¬ 
mar fell flat as no one 
showed up at the boarding 
point in Teknaf. 


MEER A SRINIVASAN 

COLOMBO 

Refuting a recent press state¬ 
ment issued by the Colom¬ 
bo-based Pakistani High 
Commission, the President’s 
office on Thursday said 
Maithripala Sirisena did not 
comment on issues pertain¬ 
ing to India and Pakistan 
during his recent meeting 
with the Pakistani High 
Commissioner. Mr. Sirisena 
told him that “both India 
and Pakistan have excellent 
friendly relations with Sri 
Lanka”, his media division 
said. 

In a press release issued 
on Wednesday, the Pakistani 
mission said High Commis¬ 
sioner Shahid Ahmad Hash- 
mat met President Sirisena 
on August 20 “to apprise 
him about the current situa¬ 
tion” in Jammu & Kashmir. 
The High Commissioner, ac¬ 
cording to the mission’s 
press statement, briefed the 
President about “India’s ille¬ 
gal and unilateral actions” 
seeking to alter the status of 
Jammu and Kashmir and its 
demographic structure by 
revoking Article 370 and 
35A. “He also apprised the 
President of the deteriorat¬ 
ing human rights and hu¬ 
manitarian situation” in 
Jammu and Kashmir, which 
has been under lockdown 
and curfew since August 5. 
“He added that these steps 
were in contravention of the 



Maithripala Sirisena 

UNSC resolutions on Jammu 
and Kashmir and the Inter¬ 
national Law.” 

The release further said 
that the “President acknow¬ 
ledged that Jammu and 
Kashmir is a disputed terri¬ 
tory and expressed his de¬ 
sire that this dispute should 
be resolved according to 
wishes of Kashmiris under 
UN Resolutions. He also of¬ 
fered Sri Lanka’s mediation 
and facilitation of dialogue 
between Pakistan and India 
to re-activate the SAARC fo¬ 
rum. He further said that re¬ 
solution of Kashmir issue is 
essential for permanent 
peace and stability in the 
region.” 

Patient hearing 

Referring to the press re¬ 
lease, the President’s Media 
Division on Thursday said 
the meeting took place “at 
the request of the High Com¬ 
missioner of Pakistan and 


during which he briefed the 
President about the recent 
developments with regard to 
India’s abrogation of Section 
370 and annulling of Article 
35A.” 

“The President gave a pa¬ 
tient hearing to the Pakistan 
High Commissioner’s views 
and stated that both India 
and Pakistan have excellent 
friendly relations with Sri 
Lanka and Sri Lanka’s inter¬ 
est is to see the growth of re¬ 
gional cooperation and 
friendship. The President 
did not make any other com¬ 
ment on the issues pertain¬ 
ing to India and Pakistan,” 
his office clarified. 

Presidential sources told 
The Hindu that the Indian 
High Commissioner too had 
called on Mr. Sirisena some 
days ago, to brief him on the 
development. “The Presi¬ 
dent gave him a patient 
hearing,” a source said. 

The development comes 
in the wake of New Delhi 
ending Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir’s special status and bi¬ 
furcating it into two Union 
Territories. The Sri Lankan 
government or its Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs has not of¬ 
ficially commented on the 
development so far. When 
contacted, a senior Foreign 
Ministry official in Colombo 
told The Hindu: “It is India’s 
internal matter and we do 
not comment on countries’ 
internal affairs.” 


Trump under fire from U.S. 
Jews over ‘disloyalty’ remark 

Members of the community say he is fuelling anti-Semitism 
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■ ACROSS 

1 People seeking love online face 
this singular 
misrepresentation (9) 

6 Capable of interrupting abrupt 
outburst (2,2) 

8 Too many words for Spooner's 

abnormal tissue growth? (8) 

9 She picks nits and distractedly 

feeds goldfish, perhaps (6) 



10 Stay calm when our hip 
keynoters panic (4,4,5,2) 

11 Discontinue cab (or taxi) 
shares(5) 

13 Lecturer wearing desi garment 
cold and derisive (8) 

15 Fruits or vegetables grown 
here (8) 

18 Time for sorcery (5) 

20 Disabled Iris cannot leave for 
draft (8,7) 

23 Picture house machine gutted 
and refurbished (6) 

24 Boffin's naughty nineties (8) 

25 Shooters' innards mangled by 
beasts (4) 

26 Thaddeus and Bartholomew 
dropping popular subjects (9) 

■ DOWN 

1 Have a cow after labour in 

underground chamber (5) 

2 Private, uncomplaining, hard¬ 

working sort (7) 



3 Fully developed insect 

revolutionary video gaming 
features (5) 

4 Funny bone! (7) 

5 Deep Blue's software program 

discovered in British county 
(8) 

6 Endure and overcome? On the 

contrary! (7) 

7 Relating to barbers? No. 

Tailors, perhaps (9) 

12 Watering hole excluding Scot 
brute (9) 

14 Doctors from North and South 
wrapped penniless Indian fan 
in sponge (8) 

16 Young animals the man fries 
after dressing (7) 

17 Metal trays for investors 
hoarding lire (7) 

19 Vital operation is complicated 
but crucial (7) 

21 Naked bunnies prepared for 
boredom (5) 

22 Side dish for fish fries (5) 
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FAITH 

Wheel of samsara 

Except for those in whom self awareness is dominant, a ma¬ 
jority of beings are bound to samsara as in a giant wheel ride 
and are subject to a wide range of experiences. As one is 
spun around, everything appears topsy-turvy and there is 
always dread and fear, whether when taken up to the 
heights or when brought to ground level. Once committed 
to the ride, no matter how frightening it may be and no mat¬ 
ter how much one would like to get out of it, one is com¬ 
pelled to one’s seat with no other alternative, pointed out 
Nochur Sri Venkataraman in a discourse. 

There are many portions in the Ramayana wherein the 
plight of the jivatma who is deluded by the ineffable power 
of maya is analysed. When the grief torn Bharata tries to per¬ 
suade Rama to come back and rule Ayodhya, their conversa¬ 
tion is full of philosophical wisdom on the ephemeral nature 
of human existence and the stress and strain inbuilt in it. 
Bharata realises Rama’s divine self which the Lord holds 
perfectly under wraps when He plays the role of Rama. He 
points out to Rama that though like all beings He is caught in 
samsara. He is beyond the torment of sorrow or the exhila¬ 
ration of joy owing to His equanimity. The Bhagavata Purana 
shows Akrura advising Dhritarashtra, whose mind is tilted 
strongly by affection to his children, to be fair in his dealings 
with his brother’s sons. Dhritarashtra’s reply in this context 
is marked by profound wisdom. He tells Akrura that he can¬ 
not be influenced by any advice just as a streak of lightning 
on the mountainside does not leave any permanent mark. 
He asks, “Is there any one or any way by which the Supreme 
Lord’s Sankalpa can be altered? Has He not incarnated as 
Krishna for the specific purpose of eradicating the pressures 
of evil forces in the world?” 
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MARKET WATCH 



22-08-2019 

% CHANGE 

Sensex 

36,473 

-1.59 

US Dollar 

71.81 

-0.36 

Gold 

38,970 

0.38 

Brent oil 

59.78 

-1.54 
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PRICE 

CHANGE 

Adani Ports. 

. 345.05 

.-5.65 

Asian Paints. 

...1570.20.. 

-18.95 

Axis Bank. 

.661.15 

.-3.55 

Bajaj Auto. 

...2744.25.. 

....-20.55 

Bajaj Finserv 

6767.35 

-378.50 

Bajaj Finance 

3114.10 

-147.35 

Bharti Airtel 

352.75 

-2.15 

BPCL 

313.00 

-14.80 

Britannia Ind 

2440.75 

56.25 

Cipla 

464.00 

-4.05 

Coal India 

180.85 

-7.95 

Dr Reddys Lab 

2545.40 

42.40 

Eicher Motors 

15523.35 

-477.15 

GAIL (India) 

120.65 

-1.85 

Grasim Ind 

688.55 

-10.25 

HCL Tech 

1078.90 

8.75 

HDFC 

2014.10 

-52.80 

HDFC Bank 

2174.10 

-51.75 

Hero MotoCorp 

2626.25 

-88.00 

Hindalco 

176.55 

-0.50 

Hind Unilever 

1872.10 

22.10 

Indiabulls HFL 

450.55 

-33.00 

ICICI Bank 

399.10 

-12.95 

Induslnd Bank 

1335.65 

-31.55 

Bharti Infratel 

246.55 

-1.70 

Infosys 

795.70 

-3.75 

Indian OilCorp 

117.80 

-3.25 

ITC 

240.05 

-1.40 

JSW Steel 

217.00 

-2.00 

Kotak Bank 

1478.25 

-27.50 

L&T 

1294.25 

-16.40 

M&M 

511.80 

-9.10 

Maruti Suzuki 

6208.55 

-20.35 

NTPC 

114.75 

-3.15 

ONGC 

116.95 

-4.25 

PowerGrid Corp 

202.75 

-2.15 

Reliance Ind 

1246.75 

-24.20 

State Bank 

268.55 

-8.85 

Sun Pharma 

414.55 

-2.45 

Tata Motors 

107.70 

-4.70 

Tata Steel 

333.70 

-9.30 

TCS 

2216.00 

29.80 

Tech Mahindra 

682.75 

9.95 

Titan 

1061.75 

-3.55 

UltraTech Cement 

3838.15 

-83.25 

UPL 

518.05 

-17.85 

Vedanta 

129.05 

-10.90 

Wipro. 

. 252.05 

.-0.35 

YES Bank. 

.56.30 

.-9.10 

Zee Entertainment. 

328.95 

.-15.25 


1 EXCHANGE RATES 

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit 

except yen at 4 p.m. 

on August 22 

CURRENCY 

TT BUY 

TT SELL 

US Dollar. 

...71.61.. 

.71.93 

Euro. 

...79.35 

79.70 

British Pound. 

.86.97.. 

87.39 

Japanese Yen (100) 

67.19 

67.50 

Chinese Yuan. 

... 10.11.. 

.10.15 

Swiss Franc. 

...72.74.. 

.73.07 

Singapore Dollar. 

...51.65 

51.89 

Canadian Dollar. 

...53.92 

54.18 

Malaysian Ringitt. 

.17.09.. 

17.18 


Source:lndian Bank 


BULLION RATES CHENNAI 


August 22 rates in rupees with pre¬ 
vious rates in parentheses 

Retail Silver (lg). 48.3.(48.1) 

22 ct gold (1 g). 3608.(3601) 


IRCTC files 
draft with 
SEBI for IPO 


Sensex plunges 587 points 

Absence of stimulus package, lack of clarity on FPI taxation add to woes 


Off a cliff 

The Sensex has now Lost nearly 10% from 
the high of 40,312 it touched on June 4 



9 a.m. 


2 p.m. 


4 p.m. 


Kia rolls out Seltos at T9.69 lakh 

BS-VI compliant vehicle comes in petrol and diesel variants 



Bollywood actor Tiger Shroff with Kookhyun Shim, 
MD & CEO, Kia Motors, at the Launch, ■paul noronha 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

The benchmark indices lost 
over 1% each on Thursday, in 
the absence of any announ¬ 
cement of a fiscal stimulus 
by the Centre and lack of 
clarity on taxation issues 
raised by foreign investors, 
amid a weak global trend as 
well. 

The 30-share Sensex lost 
587.44 points, or 1.59%, to 
close at 36,472.93 as 26 of its 
constituents ended in the 
red. 

Banking and auto stocks 
bore the brunt with Yes 
Bank, Tata Motors, Hero Mo- 
tocorp, Bajaj Finance, State 
Bank of India, ICICI Bank 
and HDFC Bank among top 
losers. 

The Sensex has now lost 
nearly 10% from the high of 
40,312 it touched on June 4. 
The broader Nifty ended at 
10,741.35, down 177.35 points 
or 1.62%. “First, while the 


measures on FPI (foreign 
portfolio investor) regula¬ 
tions are good, the market 
still awaits clarification on 
the tax proposals for FPIs 
made in the Budget. 

‘Impatience rising’ 

“Second, the market is get¬ 
ting impatient with regard to 
the prospects of a stimulus 
package from the govern¬ 
ment and the comments 
made by some government 


officials have dimmed 
hopes,” said Vivek Ranjan 
Misra, head. Fundamental 
Research, Karvy Stock 
Broking. 

Investor sentiment took a 
hit after Chief Economic Ad¬ 
viser Krishnamurthy Subra- 
manian hinted that the go¬ 
vernment cannot be 
expected to intervene every 
time a sector goes through a 
‘sunset’ phase. 

“If we expect the govern¬ 


ment to use taxpayers’ mo¬ 
ney to intervene every time 
there are some ‘sunsets’, 
then I think you introduce 
possible moral hazards from 
‘too big to fail’ and as well as 
the possibility of a situation 
where profits are private and 
losses are socialised,” Mr. 
Subramanian said at an 
event. 

Asian indices 

Elsewhere in Asia, the 
benchmarks of Hong Kong, 
Indonesia and South Korea 
also traded weak, with Ja¬ 
pan’s Nikkei closing with a 
marginal gain of 10 points. 

Back in India, overall ne¬ 
gative sentiment was corrob¬ 
orated by weak market 
breadth as more than 1,900 
stocks lost ground as against 
only 511 gainers on the BSE. 
Provisional numbers showed 
that foreign investors conti¬ 
nued to be net sellers at ?903 
crore on Thursday. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Kia Motors India, the wholly 
owned subsidiary of South 
Korean automaker Kia Mo¬ 
tors Corporation, has 
launched its first product 
Seltos, a mid-segment SUV, 
starting from £).69 lakh (ex¬ 
showroom pan India). The 
top most variant is priced at 
*15.99 lakh. 

The Seltos is BS-VI com¬ 
pliant and is available in 
both petrol and diesel var¬ 
iants with manual and auto¬ 
matic transmission options. 

‘New benchmark’ 

The company has received 
32,035 bookings for the Sel¬ 
tos, which is a new bench¬ 
mark for the mid-segment 
SUV in the country, compa¬ 
ny executives said. 

Seltos will compete with 
Hyundai Creta, MG Hector, 
Tata Harrier, Mahindra XUV 
500 and Vitara Brezza to 
name a few. 


The company said it 
would ramp up production 
to handle the ‘overwhelm¬ 
ing’ demand for Seltos. Over 
5,000 units have already 
been manufactured from 
the company’s Anantapur 
plant in Andhra Pradesh, 
which has an annual pro¬ 
duction capacity of 


3,00,000 units. Delivery of 
vehicles has started from the 
company’s 192 showrooms 
in 160 cities across India. 

“The Seltos has been one 
of the most ambitious pro¬ 
jects for Kia Motors and even 
more so for Kia Motors In¬ 
dia,” Kookhyun Shim, MD & 
CEO, Kia Motors India, said. 


Rupee hits eight-month low 

‘Financial conditions tightening despite RBI easing rates’ 


Aramco still part of west coast refinery 
project, says Hindustan Petroleum chief 

Nothing to my knowledge which says that the deal is not on, says Surana 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

A combination of global and 
domestic factors pulled the 
rupee down 26 paise against 
the dollar though the cur¬ 
rency was able to cut back 
some losses in the closing 
hours of trade. 

The rupee ended at an 
eight-month low of 71.81 a 
dollar after slipping close to 
72-a-dollar mark during the 
day when it touched 71.98. 
However, it cut some losses 
towards the end of the trad¬ 
ing session. 

Yuan depreciates 

According to dealers, all 
emerging market curren¬ 
cies, including the rupee, 
came under pressure after 
the Chinese yuan depreciat¬ 
ed suddenly, in addition to 
the strengthening of the dol¬ 
lar index. 

The weakness was accen¬ 
tuated by the pressure on 
domestic equities, with the 



Dismal growth in direct tax 
collection weighed on the 
rupee, ■gettyimages/istock 


benchmark indices falling 
1.6%. Dismal growth in di¬ 
rect tax collection in the cur¬ 
rent fiscal, which further re¬ 
flected the economic 
slowdown, also weighed on 
the rupee, dealers said. 

Direct tax collection 
growth was below 5% till 
mid-August, which makes 
achieving the 17% target 
difficult. 

Also, there are uncertain¬ 
ties about a fiscal stimulus 


which the market was antici¬ 
pating as the Chief Econom¬ 
ic Adviser sounded caution 
over such a step. 

“There is a need to ease fi¬ 
nancial conditions through 
fiscal stimulus and manage 
[rupee] weakness,” Bank of 
America Merrill Lynch said 
in a note to its clients. 

The note said despite RBI 
easing interest rates by 110 
basis points (bps) in 2019, fi¬ 
nancial conditions had tight¬ 
ened and policymakers 
should take note, failing 
which such a scenario would 
undo the benefits of mone¬ 
tary easing. 

‘Fiscal boost needed’ 

“We believe the Indian eco¬ 
nomy warrants a significant 
fiscal stimulus at this stage, 
which does not result in 
higher borrowing costs. In 
other words, what India 
needs is a fiscal boost fund¬ 
ed by offshore borrowings,” 
the note added. 


PIYUS H PANDEY 

MUMBAI 

Saudi Aramco’s decision to 
invest over *1 lakh crore to 
buy a 20% stake in Reliance 
Industries Ltd.’s (RIL) oil to 
chemicals business won’t 
derail its investment plans in 
the *4-lakh crore west coast 
refinery-cum-petrochemical 
project in Maharashtra being 
undertaken along with the 
oil public sector majors. 

Confirming this, Hindus¬ 
tan Petroleum Corporation 
Limited’s (HPCL) CMD Mu- 
kesh Kumar Surana told The 
Hindu, “For the west coast 
refinery, configuration study 
is being conducted. Saudi 
Aramco and ADNOC are very 
much a part of the configura¬ 
tion study. I think Saudi 
Aramco has the capacity to 
invest in multiple projects 
(RIL and west coast). In oth¬ 
er countries also, they have 



Mukesh Kumar Surana 


invested. So far, there is 
nothing to my knowledge 
which says that the deal is 
not on.” 

Saudi Aramco and Abu 
Dhabi National Oil Company 
(ADNOC) will own about 
50% stake in the Ratnagiri 
Refinery and Petrochemcials 
Ltd. (RRPCL), and the ba¬ 
lance 50% will be owned by 
Indian oil marketing compa¬ 


nies comprising Indian Oil 
Corporation Ltd. (IOC), Bha¬ 
rat Petroleum Corporation 
Limited (BPCL) and HPCL. 

However, the location for 
the project is yet to be identi¬ 
fied after the one identified 
earlier in Ratnagiri district of 
Maharashtra was abandoned 
due to public and political 
protests last year. 

RRPCL is expected to pro¬ 
cess 1.2 million barrels per 
day of crude oil, equivalent 
of processing capacity of 
RIL’s twin refineries in Jam¬ 
nagar, Gujarat. Besides, it 
will also produce 18 million 
tonnes per annum of petro¬ 
chemical products. 

Trigger for RIL deal? 

However, some analysts 
view Aramco partnering RIL 
as an effect of the huge cost 
escalation in the west coast 
project. Besides, there is no 


guarantee that the project 
will take off at all. “We be¬ 
lieve the key trigger for the 
conclusion of RIL-Aramco 
deal was the declining prob¬ 
ability of the Maharashtra re¬ 
finery as the cost jumped 
from T3 lakh crore to *4 lakh 
crore following delays and 
environment-related re¬ 
quirements,” said Gagan Dix¬ 
it, analyst, Elara Capital. 

On the crude sourcing 
deal, Mr. Surana said, “Saudi 
Aramco is the biggest source 
of crude supplies and most 
refineries get Saudi crude. 

“As far as Aramco is con¬ 
cerned, they will be happy to 
have a destination for their 
crude on a long-term basis. 
Buyers will also be happy to 
have long-term arrangement 
for assured source of supply. 
So, to that extent, I don’t see 
any contradictions in the 
two partnerships.” 


‘Tax holiday only for start-ups 
with turnover up to T25 crore’ 

Limit determined by I-T law, not DPIIT notification: CBDT 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

The Indian Railway Cater¬ 
ing and Tourism Corpora¬ 
tion (IRCTC) has filed draft 
papers with the SEBI for its 
initial public offering (IPO). 
As many as two crore equi¬ 
ty shares of face value of 
HO each would be offload¬ 
ed through an offer for sale 
by the government. 

According to market 
sources, the IPO would be 
worth *500*600 crore. 
IDBI Capital Markets & Se¬ 
curities, SBI Capital Mar¬ 
kets and YES Securities (In¬ 
dia) are the managers to 
the offer. IRCTC is the only 
entity authorised by Indian 
Railways to provide cater¬ 
ing services to railways, on¬ 
line railway tickets and 
packaged drinking water at 
railway stations and trains, 
according to the draft red 
herring prospectus. The 
CPSE has diversified into 
other business segments 
like e-catering, executive 
lounges and budget hotels. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Central Board of Direct 
Taxes (CBDT) on Thursday 
clarified that start-ups with 
an annual turnover of up to 
£25 crore will continue to get 
a tax holiday as specified in 
the Income Tax Act. 

The clarification comes in 
the wake of considerable 
confusion in the industry 
following a circular in Febru¬ 
ary by the Department for 
Promotion of Industry and 
Internal Trade (DPIIT) that 
defined start-ups as having a 
turnover of up to *100 crore. 

This led many to believe 
that the tax holiday would 
also apply to companies 
with a turnover of that 


amount. “All the start-ups 
recognised by the DPIIT 
which fulfil the conditions 
specified in the DPIIT notifi¬ 
cation do not automatically 
become eligible for the de¬ 
duction under Section 80- 
IAC of the I-T Act,” the CBDT 
clarification said. 

“A start-up has to fulfil the 
conditions specified in Sec¬ 
tion 80-LAC for claiming this 
deduction,” it added. 

“Therefore, the turnover 
limit for small start-ups 
claiming deduction is to be 
determined by the provi¬ 
sions of Section 80-IAC of 
the I-T Act and not from the 
DPIIT notification.” 

According to Section 80- 
IAC of the Income Tax Act, 


eligible start-ups would be 
granted a tax deduction 
equal to 100% of the profits 
for three consecutive assess¬ 
ment years, out of the first 
seven years from the date of 
incorporation of the 
company. 

‘Disproved confusion’ 

“CBDT disproved the confu¬ 
sion created by some news 
report claiming discrepancy 
that I-T law was yet to reflect 
DPIIT’s higher turnover 
threshold of *100 crore,” the 
clarification said. 

“CBDT said that there is 
no contradiction in DPIIT’s 
notification dated 19.02.2019 
and Section 80-IAC of the I-T 
Act.” 


Tax resolution, amnesty scheme announced 

Govt, aims to eliminate bulk of pending cases, provide partial amnesty on dues 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The government has an¬ 
nounced a new scheme 
aimed at eliminating the 
bulk of pending tax dispute 
cases besides providing par¬ 
tial amnesty to those having 
tax dues. 

Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman had, in her Bud¬ 
get speech, announced the 
Sabka Vishwas (Legacy Dis¬ 
pute Resolution) Scheme, 
2019. This scheme will be 
operationalised from Sep¬ 
tember 1 with the window 
being open till December 31. 

“[The] government ex¬ 
pects the scheme to be 
availed of by a large number 
of taxpayers for closing their 
pending disputes relating to 
legacy service tax and cen¬ 
tral excise cases that are now 




subsumed under GST 
(Goods and Services Tax) so 
that they can focus on GST,” 
the government said in a 
statement. 

“The two main compo¬ 
nents of th scheme are dis¬ 
pute resolution and amnes¬ 
ty,” the statement added. 

“The dispute resolution 



component is aimed at liqui¬ 
dating the legacy cases of 
central excise and service 
tax that are subsumed in 
GST and are pending in liti¬ 
gation at various forums.” 

The amnesty component 
of the scheme offers tax¬ 
payers the opportunity to 
pay any outstanding tax and 
be free of any other conse¬ 
quence under the law. 

“The most attractive as¬ 
pect of the scheme is that it 
provides substantial relief in 
the tax dues for all catego¬ 
ries of cases as well as full 
waiver of interest, fine, pe¬ 
nalty,” the statement added. 

“There is also a complete 
amnesty from prosecution.” 

According to the govern¬ 
ment, the scheme offers a re¬ 
lief of 70% from the duty de¬ 
mand if it is less than *50 



lakh and 50% if it is more 
than *50 lakh for all cases 
pending adjudication or ap¬ 
peal in any forum. 

“The same relief is availa¬ 
ble for cases under investiga¬ 
tion and audit where the du¬ 
ty involved is quantified and 
communicated to the party 
or admitted by him in a state¬ 
ment on or before June 30, 
2019,” the statement said. 

“Further, in cases of con¬ 
firmed duty demand, where 
there is no appeal pending, 
the relief offered is 60% of 
the confirmed duty amount 
if the same is *50 lakh or less 
and it is 40% if the con¬ 
firmed duty amount is more 
than *50 lakh.” In cases of 
voluntary disclosure, the 
person availing the scheme 
will have to only pay the full 
amount of disclosed duty. 




SUNDARAM FINANCE 

Enduring values. New age thinking. 


Revised Interest Rates 
effective 26.08.2019 

SENIOR CITIZENS* 

*(Completed 60 years of Age on the Date of Deposit/Renewal) 



A ENGINEERS 

gf§CT laStes W INDIA LIMITED 


DOMESTIC NOTICE FOR INVITATION FOR BIDS FOR REVIVAL 
OF RAMAGUNDAM FERTILIZER COMPLEX OF 
M/S RAMAGUNDAM FERTILIZERS AND CHEMICALS LIMITED (RFCL) 

Engineers India Limited (EIL) on behalf of M/s RFCL (AJoint Venture Company of NFL, EILand FCIL) 
invites e-bids from eligible bidders for the following work: 


Term in 
Months 

Rate (% p.a. at 
Quarterly rests 
for FD and CD) 

Monthly Interest 
Rate %p.a (FD) 

Cumulative Deposits 

Effective Yeild 
% p.a 

Maturity Value for 

0,000 

?1000 

12 

7.75 

7.70 

10,800 

1,080 

8.00 

18 

7.75 

7.70 

11,220 

1,122 

8.13 

24 

8.00 

7.95 

11,720 

1,172 

8.60 

36 

8.00 

7.95 

12,680 

1,268 

8.93 


OTHERS 


Term in 
Months 

Rate (% p.a. at 
Quarterly rests 
for FD and CD) 

Monthly Interest 
Rate %p.a (FD) 

Cumulative Deposits 

Effective Yeild 
% p.a 

Maturity Value for 

0,000 

?1000 

12 

7.25 

7.21 

10,740 

1,074 

7.40 

18 

7.25 

7.21 

11,140 

1,114 

7.60 

24 

7.50 

7.45 

11,600 

1,160 

8.00 

36 

7.50 

7.45 

12,500 

1,250 

8.33 


*Minimum Deposit 0,000 Per Account | Interest rates on existing deposits remain unchanged 


This advertisement appears further to the statutory advertisement published by the Company 
in “Business Line” on 20.07.2019. The text of the statutory advertisement is also printed on all the 
application forms which may be referred to before investing in the Company’s Deposit Schemes. 


Regd. Office: 21, Patullos Road, Chennai 600 002, India, Ph: (0) 28521181 (D) 28881301-1304. 

CIN: L65191 TNI 954PLC002429 E-mail: depositshelpdesk@sundaramfinance.in | www.sundaramfinance.in 


|BRANCHES:^^^H 

Vellore 

2223 433 

Mangalore 

2459 609 

Coimbatore 

2242 574 

Bangalore 

2559 0978 

Mysore 

2425 920 

Erode 

2223 623 

Chembur 

2522 1989 

Nellore 

2328 481 

Madurai 

2300 756 

Ernakulam 

2374 834 

Pondicherry 

2357 366 

Salem 

2313 095 

New Delhi 

2332 7379 

Thiruvananthapuram 

2327 871 

Trichy 

2410 746 

Kolkatta 

4604 7414 

Vijayawada CV 

2470 039 

Thirunelveli 

2553 136 

Hyderabad 

2337 3416 

Vishakapatnam CAR 

2755 720 


Description 

Bidding Document 
on Website 

Bid Due 

Date & Time 

Effluent Discharge Pipeline from RFCL to Godavari 

23.08.2019 to 

Upto 1200 Hrs. (1ST) 

(Bidding Document No.: SM/A747-311 -MK-T-9000/2006) 

20.09.2019 

on 20.09.2019 


Contact Person: GM (SCM), Engineers India Limited, New Delhi-110066 (India); Telephone: 
011-2676 3504/ 2239/ 3172; E-Mail: s.mitra@eil.co.in/ ranjit.vunna@eil.co.in/ 
vibha.bharti@eil.co.in; The detailed IFB & Bidding Document with contact details can be viewed and 
downloaded from e-tender website http://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app. All amendments, time 
extension, clarifications, etc. will be uploaded in the websites only and will not be published in 
newspapers. Bidders should regularly visit the above websites to keep themselves updated. 
CA\2019-2020\15_GM (SCM), EIL, New Delhi 


JRAVANCORE DEVASW0M BOARD 

Devaswom Commissioner Office 
Nanthancode, Thiruvananthapuram - 695003 


ROC No.: 15584/19/NS2 21.08.2019 

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER 


Tenders are invited forthe printing and supply of Diary 2020 
Starting Date for online submission : 23/08/2019 

Last Date for online submission : 04/09/2019, at 3.00pm 
Opening Date for online submission : 06/09/2019, at 3.00pm 


For details visit: 

www.etenders.kerala.gov.in,www.travancoredevaswomboard.org 


Thiruvananthapuram 
Ph: 0471-2314288, 2319845 


Sd/- 

Devaswom Commissioner 
Deputy Devaswom Commissioner 
(Finance inspection) 
On behalf of Travancore Devaswom Board 


I It is all about the people 

‘Mind your Marketing’ is a brand initiative by The Hindu BusinessLine 
to profile marketing professionals from across India. 

What are the 3 secrets to ^ T . 

successful branding? MIN^VftUD 

Keeping your finger on the j a iii/p"■/» 
pulse, given the speed at which IVIfVRIvETIN^ji 
preferences change, is crucial. #BLMindYourMarketing 

Constantly looking at 

products and services and keeping an eye 
on service feedback, which give you a quick 
sense of what processes you need to tighten 
and more. 

In the service business, it becomes crucial, 
because it isall aboutthe peoplewhocan make 
all the difference. You can even have an average 
product, which is completely transformed with 
the right people selling 
and delivering it. 



fchMHTl-l Hl[fc|cr>xu| 

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA 


TENDER NOTICE 

E-tenders are invited by Airport Director, AAI, 
Coimbatore International Airport on behalf of 
Chairman, AAI, from enlisted contractors of 
appropriate class of Govt./PSUs / Specialized 
agencies for the work of “Job Contract of Bird 
and Animal Scaring & Allied Services in the 
Operational Area at Coimbatore International 
Airport” for an Estimated Cost of ? 1,27,68,560. 
with Period of Contract 24 Months. Tenders can 
be downloaded/submission end date: upto 
1800 Hrs. on 02.09.2019. 

For detailed information log on to website https:// 
etenders.gov. in/eprocure/app or www.aai.aero 


JL AAI Cargo Logistics & 

" ~ Allied Services Company Ltd 

E-TENDER NOTICE 
Tender ID: 2019_AAI_30631_1 

Item Rate Tenders are invited through 
e-tendering portal by Regional Manager 
AAICLAS on behalf of Chairman, AAICLAS 
from the eligible contractors for the 
work of “Expansion of export truck dock at 
Air Cargo Complex, Chennai Airport. 
SH: Covering of open area at phase-1” 
for an estimated cost of Rs.1,12,06,786.00 
with period of completion 03 (Three) months. 
Last date and time of submission of bid 
document is 10.09.2019 upto 15.00 hours. 
For detailed information log on to CPP 
e-Procurement Portal reference 
https://etenders.aov.in/eorocure/app or 

www.aai.aero . Further clarification / 
corrigendum if any will be notified 
through e-procurement portal at 
https://etenders.aov.in/eDrocure/aop 
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Granules facility in U.S. 
gets FDA observations 

HYDERABAD 

Granules India on Thursday 
said the USFDA had 
completed inspection of 
wholly-owned subsidiary 
Granules Pharmaceuticals 
Inc's facility in Chantilly, 
Virginia, U.S. on Wednesday 
with two observations. They 
were minor observations, the 
firm said in a filing. This was a 
pre-approval inspection for 
seven products filed from 
this facility. Granules will 
respond to the observations 
within the stipulated time 
period,the company added. 

Digit in bancassurance 
agreement with KVB 

CHENNAI 

Digit Insurance, a new-age 
insurance firm, announced its 
first bancassurance tie-up 
with Karur Vysya Bank Ltd. 
"This tie-up will help us 
reach out to the small and 
medium enterprises (SMEs) 
with our innovative solutions 
to cover for SMEs’ business 
interruption and loss with a 
fixed benefit, beyond the 
regular coverage available in 
the market," said Kamesh 
Goyal, chairman, Digit 
Insurance. 

L&T arm bags f large 
order 1 from Aramco 

MUMBAI 

A consortium of L&T 
Hydrocarbon Engineering 
Limited (LTHE) and EMAS 
AMC Pte Ltd. has bagged a 
large contract for a project 
by Saudi Aramco that 
includes supplying offshore 
jackets in Zuluf, Marjan, 
Sfaniya, and Ribyan offshore 
fields of Saudi Arabia. In a 
statement, LTHE said it 
defines a "large contract" as 
one with a value ranging 
between ?2,500 crore and 
?5,000 crore. 


Amazon acquires 49% 
stake in Future Coupons 

Pact allows e-com giant to buy stake in Future Retail 


Britannia set to tackle slowdown 
through cost optimisation 

Biscuit maker’s growth rates have halved this fiscal; ‘next six months to be tough’ 



For a bigger bite: Britannia will launch region-specific 
campaigns to reach its target audience. ■ reuters 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

ICO LICATA 

Biscuit major Britannia In¬ 
dustries Ltd. (BIL) has 
firmed up a three-pronged 
strategy to tackle the slow¬ 
down in the fast moving con¬ 
sumer goods (FMCG) sector, 
which became evident from 
the fourth quarter of FY19 
and may persist till the end 
of the current fiscal. 

“While ensuring that we 
do not pinch our customers 
too much, we will tackle the 
slowdown through cost opti¬ 
misation and removal of 
wastage, among other 
things,” said Vinay Subrama- 
nyam, head, marketing, BIL. 

Introducing a raft of low 
unit priced (LUP) products. 


priced within ^15, will also 
be a part of this strategy, it is 
learnt. Mr. Subramanyam 
was here to launch a thinner 
and crispier version of the 
company’s 51-year-old brand 
of crackers now marketed as 


Nutri Choice sugar-free 
crackers. Eastern India ac¬ 
counts for a quarter of Bri¬ 
tannia’s sales. 

Noting that growth rates 
had halved this fiscal due to 
the slowdown, he said that 


things would be tough for 
the next six months. He em¬ 
phasised that while there 
had been a deceleration, 
there had been no decline. 

Focus on big brands 

BIL will continue to focus on 
its big brands (Good Day, Ma¬ 
rie Gold, Milk Bilcis, 50-50 
and Nutri Choice) and will 
offer value to consumers 
while launching region-spec¬ 
ific campaigns to reach out 
to the target audience. He 
said that prices of select 
brands may have to be in¬ 
creased in the next quarter. 

“We are watching the af¬ 
termath of the monsoon and 
the harvest, hoping for a re¬ 
vival,” he said. 


LALA TENDU MISHRA 

MUMBAI 

Global e-commerce giant 
Amazon has entered into an 
equity deal to acquire 49% 
stake in Future Coupons, a 
Future Group company con¬ 
trolled by Kishore Biyani 
and family. 

“We have been informed 
by Kishore Biyani and Fu¬ 
ture Coupons Ltd. that they 
have entered into a share 
subscription agreement and 
shareholders’ agreement 
with Amazon.com NV In¬ 
vestment Holdings LLC,” Fu¬ 
ture Retail said in a filing 
with stock exchanges. 

Officials at Future Group 
and Amazon declined to 
comment on the size of the 
deal. “Pursuant to these 



agreements, Amazon has 
agreed to make an equity in¬ 
vestment in Future Coupons 
Limited for acquiring a 49% 
stake comprising both vot¬ 
ing and non-voting shares,” 
the company added. 

“As part of the agreement, 
Amazon has been granted a 
call option. This call option 
allows Amazon to acquire all 


or part of the promoters’ 
shareholding in Future Re¬ 
tail and is exercisable bet¬ 
ween the third and tenth 
years, in certain circum¬ 
stances, subject to applica¬ 
ble law,” it said. 

An Amazon U.S. spokes¬ 
person said: “Amazon has 
agreed to invest in Future 
Coupons Ltd., which is en¬ 
gaged in developing innova¬ 
tive value-added payment 
products and solutions such 
as corporate gift cards, loyal¬ 
ty cards, and reward cards 
primarily for corporate and 
institutional customers. 

This investment will en¬ 
hance Amazon’s existing 
portfolio of investments in 
the payments landscape in 
India.” 


‘Innovation, key to become a $5-tn economy’ 

Start-ups to play significant role in the process, says Menon of Accenture in India 


IOB plans to rank branches on specific 
parameters to improve performance 

Successful models will be replicated in other branches: MD 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI 

Indian Overseas Bank (IOB) 
will start ranking its branch¬ 
es based on specific parame¬ 
ters, at three levels, to im¬ 
prove its performance, said 
MD and CEO Karnam Selcar. 

“The idea was mooted at 
the consultative and idea¬ 
tion process meet held with 
branch heads across the re¬ 
gion last week. The new ex¬ 
ercise will be based on six to 
seven parameters. Based on 
the outcome, we will chalk 
out a strategy for the least¬ 
performing branch in a par¬ 
ticular area,” he said. 

Asserting that the perfor¬ 
mance of che branches was 
not bad, he said that each 
branch had its own strength 
and weakness. 



Karnam Sekar 


“Some are good in some 
parameters and lack in oth¬ 
ers. We will try to replicate 
successful models in other 
branches too. Similarly, this 
[exercise] will be carried out 
at the State level,” he added. 

During the two-day meet, 
he said several recommen¬ 
dations were received from 


the staff with regard to digi¬ 
tal penetration, credit 
growth to MSMEs, agricultu¬ 
ral sector, retail sector 
growth and requirements of 
the infrastructure sector. 

‘On recovery path’ 

The bank was on the recov¬ 
ery path and would be back 
in the black in the next few 
quarters, Mr. Sekar said. 

In the coming days, the 
bank would focus more on 
recovering debt from the re¬ 
tail, agriculture and MSME 
(RAM) sector, he said. 

“Slippages in the RAM 
sector is under control. In 
the coming days, it will 
come down further. The 
question is how much we 
can recover and what the 
haircut is,” he added. 


MINI TEJASWI 

BENGALURU 

Innovation should be the key 
pivot for India if the country 
really wants to be a $5-tril- 
lion economy, said Rekha M. 
Menon, chairman and senior 
managing director at Accen¬ 
ture in India. 

India has been moving up 
the global innovation index 
but the real challenge is in 
making innovation a con¬ 
stant feature of growth 
through collaborations bet¬ 
ween governments, acade¬ 
mia, research outfits and 
start-ups, she said. 

Cornerstone of growth 

Speaking at the CH-organ- 
ised India Innovation Sum¬ 
mit here, Ms. Menon empha¬ 
sised: “Innovation is the 
cornerstone of growth and 
there is no other alternative 



Rekha M. Menon 


to it. We need to be mindful 
that in achieving our target 
of a $5-trillion economy, in¬ 
novation for social, econom¬ 
ic growth is not overlooked.” 

Start-ups are expected to 
play a significant role in the 
innovation ecosystem. India 
had emerged as the third-lar- 
gest hub for technology 
start-ups, which was a posi¬ 


tive sign, she added. 

“The other area to focus 
on is investment in R&D. 
Currently, India ranks 50th 
in R&D investment and this 
number must go up with the 
participation and partner¬ 
ship between all stakehol¬ 
ders in the private and pu¬ 
blic domains,” Ms. Menon 
further said. 

IT product ambitions 

In his address, Omlcar Rai, 
director general. Software 
Technology Parks of India 
(STPI), said the Union Go¬ 
vernment was working to¬ 
wards transforming India 
from an IT service player to a 
product nation and the re¬ 
cently-adopted National 
Software Product Policy 
2019 was mostly aimed at 
capitalising upon the 
strength of the IT services in¬ 


dustry, and convert the 
country into a software pro¬ 
duct nation. 

In tune with this national 
mandate, STPI was in the 
process of opening 28 
Centres of Excellence (COEs) 
in emerging technologies at 
an investment of more than 
^400 crore, according to Dr. 
Rai. 

Currently, the global soft¬ 
ware product industry 
stands at $511 billion, of 
which India’s share is a 
meagre $8.1 billion. 

India’s IT services market 
is pegged at $177 billion, with 
exports accounting for $136 
billion. 

The target is to expand 
the country’s software pro¬ 
duct segment to an $80-$90- 
billion market by 2025, ac¬ 
cording to the Software 
Technology Parks of India. 
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India’s national newspaper. 
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‘I hope to work 

until I’m 

80 ’ 

SANGEETHA DEVI DUNDOO 

When it rains, it pours. Naveen 
Polishetty would vouch for it. It’s 
been around 10 years since he quit 
his IT job to become an actor, and 
recalls having given more than 
1500 auditions, waiting to land 
roles of merit. He become a known 
name with those sharp and witty 
AIB: Honest Engineering Campus 
Placement videos and the TV se¬ 
ries 24 co-starring Anil Kapoor. 

The big break to play the lead 
role came with Agent Sai Srinivasa 
Athreya, for which he also co¬ 
wrote the screenplay with director 
RSJ Swaroop. The Telugu film, 
which was released in June, be¬ 
came a hit and Naveen has been 
basking in the appreciation. He’s 
now counting down to his Hindi 
film debut with director Nitesh Ti- 
wari’s Chhichhore, scheduled to 
release on September 6. 

Chhichhore is a story of six 
friends and unfolds in the IIT Bom¬ 
bay campus; Naveen’s co-stars in¬ 
clude Sushant Singh Rajput and 
Shraddha Kapoor. One of his many 
AIB videos was instrumental in Na¬ 
veen getting this opportunity. “It’s 
one of those destiny-driven sto¬ 
ries,” begins Naveen, “I was shoot- 



Moment of reckoning Naveen 
Polishetty, (right) a still from 
Chhichhore 

■BY ARRANGEMENT 



After the success of 
Agent Sai Srinivasa 
Athreya, Naveen 
Polishetty will debut 
in Hindi cinema with 
Dangal director 
Nitesh Tiwari’s 
Chhichhore 


back at the friendly vibes on set, 
he says the six leads had at first 
come together as actors and ended 
up becoming close friends: “We 
are like 2 a.m. friends now.” A vi¬ 
deo shared by Sushant Singh Raj¬ 
put shows him and Naveen danc¬ 
ing away to ‘Koi Mil Gaya’ song 
from Kuch Kuch Hota Hai. 

There was also an unexpected 
satisfaction in shooting at IIT Bom¬ 
bay. “My dad wanted to see me stu- 


jumping with joy like little boys 
and girls. I’ve been getting res¬ 
ponses from so many cities, since 
people from any part of the coun¬ 
try can see it with subtitles.” 

There are talks of other indus¬ 
tries intending to remake the film 
as well. “It’s gratifying to see this 
happening,” says Naveen. 

His journey into cinema wasn’t 
easy, with no film family connec¬ 
tions to rely on, “It’s been a long 



ing in Nellore for Agent... Someone 
from casting director Mukesh 
Chhabra’s team had shown my vi¬ 
deo to Nitesh and he liked it. I got a 
call asking me to audition in 
Mumbai.” 

Nellore to Bollywood 

After the audition, Naveen was 
told that it was for Dangal direc¬ 
tor’s new film that has six leads. 
Naveen who had gone through 
enough cycles of expectations and 
disappointments, knew not to 
keep his hopes high. For three 
months thereafter, nothing hap¬ 
pened. He got busy with Agent, 
when he was called for the second 
audition. “At the end of this audi¬ 
tion Nitesh sir hugged me and said 
I’m on for the role. I began shoot¬ 
ing for Chhichhore parallel to 
Agent during the schedule 
breaks,” says Naveen. 

He says Chhichhore is a film that 
everyone can relate to - a throw¬ 
back to campus life and a reunion 
of friends after 25 years. Looking 


dy in IIT. At least I was able to 
shoot there as an actor,” laughs Na¬ 
veen. 

After Agent, he has been listen¬ 
ing to stories but wants to take up 
only those films that are strikingly 
original and different. “And I insist 
on a complete, bound script,” he 
asserts. Naveen is also writing for a 
new film and is open to the idea of 
acting and writing, much like Adivi 
Sesh. 

Having worked on Agent for 
more than two years, he’s happy 
that the effort paid off. “We had no 
marketing and distribution mus¬ 
cle, but we believed in our story. 
The audience became our Dil Ra- 
jus, Suresh Productions and 
Geetha Arts, and asked their 
friends to watch our film,” smiles 
Naveen. 

The film crossed 50 days in 
theatres and recently began 
streaming on Amazon Prime, 
which he says feels like a re-re- 
lease, “The response has been 
phenomenal and we’ve been 


q My dad wanted 
to see me study 
in IIT. At least I 
was able to 
shoot there as 
an actor. 

process and calls for mental 
strength to keep looking for oppor¬ 
tunities and striving to become 
better, to be able to deliver the best 
when the situation arises.” 

He has begun working for a new 
Telugu film but he does not want 
to discuss it before the production 
house announces it. Naveen is 
open to acting in any language, 
“Language is a tool to tell a story. 
I’m learning Tamil, since there 
have been a few requests from Ta¬ 
mil cinema. I want to be a pan-In¬ 
dian actor and be a part of exciting 
stories and that way, I hope to 
work until I’m 80,” he signs off. 




I didn’t go to any of the 
well-known biryani places, 
but decided to try out a new 
eatery that has just opened 
up in Mayur Vihar Phase II. 
Called More Than Biryaani, 
it’s a tiny place in the middle 
of the shopping arcade that 
you face the moment you en¬ 
ter Phase II (Shop No. 8, Dur- 
ga Complex, Pocket B, 
9899664778 and 9811113405). 

What makes this a little dif¬ 
ferent from the other biryani 
places that the city is pep¬ 
pered with is the menu. They 
have varieties that you don’t 
easily find elsewhere. So this 
is not the place for an aro¬ 
matic Awadhi biryani or the 
spicy Hyderababi variety. 
This serves what we can call 
Punjabi biryani. They have, 
for instance, something 


RAHUL VERMA 

Eid brought back memories 
of my friend Saleem-bhai. His 
doors were always open on 
Eid, and I kept thinking that 
one Eid, I would greet him 
and his wife in person. He 
was a great cook, and I still 
fondly remember the soft- 
yet-crisp shami kebabs that 
he had cooked for us, many 
years ago. But Saleem-bhai 
passed away suddenly some 
months ago, leaving behind 
an immeasurable void. And 
that is why, this Eid, I 
thought I needed to have 
some biryani and korma in 
his memory. 


The writer is a 
seasoned food critic 


■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


When memories, flavour and 
celebration mingles 


called Chicken Tiklca Bone¬ 
less Biryani (H69) and Garlic 
Chicken Biryani (?99). We 
asked for these two dishes, 
along with half a plate of 
Chicken Korma (four pieces, 
H89) and four rumali rotis 
(Z8 each). The menu also in¬ 


cludes Mutton Seelch Kabab 
biryani (?149), but I was told 
it was not available in the 
month of Saawan. There is al¬ 
so something called Seekh 
Kebab Egg Paneer Biryani 
(H39) which I am not sure I 
want to try out. 


Since this is my neighbour¬ 
hood, the food arrived before 
I could say Eid Mubarak. 
Packed in aluminium con¬ 
tainers, the biryanis smelled 
good. I tried out a tiny bit 
from the two biryani dishes 
and came to the conclusion 
that the tikkas in the Chicken 
Tikka Boneless Biryani were 
overdone. If they were a little 
softer, the dish would have 
been memorable. But what I 
really enjoyed was the rice of 
the Garlic Chicken Biryani, 
which had soaked in the 
strong flavours of garlic. The 
rice was long and, though a 
bit too orange, tasted good. I 
enjoyed the korma, too. It 
had four juicy pieces of chick¬ 
en in it, and the gravy - nice¬ 
ly tart - went well with the 
rumali roti. It was oily, but 


then what is korma without a 
good layer of oil? 

Since it was Baler Eid, I was 
actually looking forward to 
having some Mutton Biryani. 
So, sometime this week, I 
shall pay another neighbour¬ 
hood biryani place - an old 
favourite - a visit. Called Za¬ 
ra (ph: 7042410982, 

8527128070), this is in I.P. Ex¬ 
tension, next to Mayur Public 
School. Zara sells Awadhi Bi¬ 
ryani. They have on the me¬ 
nu Mutton Biryani (four piec¬ 
es, ?350), Handi Murgh 
Biryani (six pieces, U>00), 
Mutton Handi Stew (eight 
pieces, ^700), Chicken Handi 
Nihari (full, ?600), and Kako- 
ri Kebab (2 pieces, ?170). Es¬ 
pecially popular among its 
regulars, the owner tells me, 
is its Bhatte Ki Murgh (020). 
The food is delivered in han- 
dis, which somehow adds to 
the taste. 

By the time this piece is 
published, Eid would have 
come and gone. But the 
spirit of Eid will carry 
on. And the memories - 
of kebabs cooked by a 
friend - will linger. 


The perfect match of rice 
and meat in a single dish 


FOOD SPOT 

BIRYANI 

for a reason 


PEOPLE 


Birthday meals 

Three Delhi restaurants are marking milestone 
years in 2019 



These restaurants are marking anniversaries this 
year. Olive Bar and Kitchen, Setz, and Guppy stood 
out in the way they changed how Delhi eats out. 

Olive, the European restaurant by A.D. 
Singh, has turned 15. Located in a 
refurbished old colonial bungalow in the 
ever-prime One Style Mile, a stone's throw 
away from the Qutub Minar, it has stayed a favourite 
for intimate table-for-twos. Some might argue 
though, that more than the food, the real pull of the 
place is the ambience and design, for which Singh's 
wife Sabina is incharge. 

The head chef of Olive, Dhruv Oberoi says that 
compared to four or five years ago, when they had a 
much safer and more standard menu, they've started 
experimenting with produce and dishes. Octopus 
and sea urchins, are now part of the menu - they 
sense that Delhi is better-travelled and more ready 
for variety. Classic dishes (the pastas, pizzas) remain, 
but Olive is also bringing in pan-Indian produce 
including cumin molasses (in the poached 
cauliflower in umami broth), bamboo seeds from 
North East India to make their risotto, and a cheese 
board with local varieties. 



Setz, by restaurateur Prasanjeet Singh, 
which brought in a food-court sensibility to 
fine-dining, has turned 10. Perched atop the luxury- 
focused DLF Emporio mall, it has been a consistent 
favourite for mid-week kitties as well as 
multinational corporate executives getting together 
for a meal. The inherent diversity of choice in its 
seven-cuisine structure is the real attraction here. 
This year, they've also added Iranian cuisine, taking 
the count up to eight. 

Initially, Setz had teams of international chefs 
flown in to run the kitchens they were native to and 
had expertise in. Now, they mostly run on auto-pilot 
with a band of Indian chefs trained to take care of 
the authenticity, pinned to the quality of produce, 
says current head chef Satya. The chef from Kerala, 
specialises is Setz's coastal menu. 



g A special mention here: It's not a 

round-anniversary, but Guppy (by Ai, 
until a few years ago), which is located in 
the quiet Lodhi colony market, has turned 6 
this year. Also from the A.D. Singh stable, it 
democratized Japanese cuisine for the capital, 
making it accessible and fun with kitschy decor and 
all-you-can-eat boozy brunch menus. 


VANGMAYI PARAKALA 


Contact us at delhimetro@thehindu.co.in 


5 EVENTS WORTH YOUR WHILE 




Vasudhaiva kutumbakam 

UNESCO is hosting the first World Youth 
Conference on Kindness on the theme 
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam: Gandhi for the 
Contemporary World: Celebrating the 150th birth 
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. The main event 
comprises keynotes by Nobel Laureate Kailash 
Satyarthi, and discussions by other speakers. 
venue: Vigyan Bhawan, Rajpath 
time: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 


Schezwan appam 

The Drunken Botanist, a Chinese and North 
Indian eatery, has added a new item, Schezwan 
Appam to their menu. This special dish is a 
combination of the chilli of Schezwan with desi 
South Indian spices. It features Manchurian balls 
stuffed with nuts and veggies, marinated with 
Schezwan sauce and served with appam. 
venue: Unit IB, DLF Cyber City, Gurugram 
time: 12 noon -12 midnight 


Kathak recital 

The Pracheen Kala Kendra, an Indian classical 
dance institute, is hosting a special programme, 
Abhaar, to pay reverence to the Kathak Guru Dr. 
Shobha Koser for her 75 marvellous years of 
Kathak. Dr. Koser, a Sangeet Natak Academy 
awardee, along with her disciples, will perform 
this evening. 

venue: Triveni Kala Sangam, 205 Tansen Marg 
time: 6:30 p.m. onwards 


Sufi and folk songs 

DonTelMama, an interactive pub that offers food 
and cocktails, is hosting the Sufi band Zikrr live 
tonight. Zikrr, a seven-member Delhi-based 
fusion Indian rock band, is inspired by outfits like 
Indian Ocean, Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan, Surinder 
Kaur, Euphoria. The group promises to perform 
Sufi and Punjabi folk songs in a unique style. 
venue: D14, South Extension Part - II 
time: 9 p.m. onwards 


Japanese documentary 

The Japan Foundation is screening a 
documentary film Himeyuri. Directed by Shohei 
Shibata, the film documents the testimony of a 
group of World War II survivors, known as the 
'Himeyuri Students'. They speak of their 
harrowing experiences and their friends who 
took thier own lives in the Battle of Okinawa. 
venue: 5A Ring Road, Lajpat Nagar IV 
TIME: 6:30 p.m. 
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Cacao and the 

BEAN STALK 


Chocolatiers around the globe are experimenting to 
see how they can boost flavour profiles to produce 
the best bean-to-bar craft chocolates 


MEGHNA MAJUMDAR 

It was quite a while ago that chocolatiers realised the limitations of what you can do with 
chocolate in the factory. That the real scope for creativity and quality control lies within the 
fruit, right after (and even before) it is harvested. Now, experiments are underway around 
the globe. Experiments in chocolate. Experiments in kitchens and in 
living rooms, and in farms with farmers in the loop. 

Experiments with roasts and flavours, with storing 
and packaging. The bean-to-bar craft 
chocolate movement is anywhere between a 
decade to three years old, depending on 
which country you look at. But some of 
these countries - ones that grow cacao 
in their soil and provide it to chocolate- 
makers around the globe - have similar 
stories to tell. We speak to three 
chocolatiers, some fledgeling and others 
established, about how they see the 
industry in their own country. 


Sutthiphat Footrakul, Thailand 


Hotelier Sutthiphat Footrakul has just begun taking his first tentative steps as a 
bean-to-bar craft chocolate-maker in Thailand - his brand Chac On Trail is set to 
hit the shelves soon. But he is nothing but optimistic about the prospects in the 
country, which is not surprising, since he has a number of players to look up to. 
“There are about five major bean-to-bar craft chocolate-makers in Thailand 
today,” he says, rattling off their names: Kad Kokoa, Aimmika, Organic Union 
Republic, Paradai and Siamaya. Most of these brands are based in Bangkok, and 
make their chocolate right where they sell it - with “factories”, as Sutthiphat calls 
them, attached to the shop or cafe. So the bars are just available within that close vicinity. “Customers are 
also becoming more and more interested in understanding craft chocolate and trying them out: it is a 

small group, but it’s growing every day,” he adds. 
The rest of the story is similar to Mayari’s in Mexico: small-scale 
manufacturers doing in-depth research about flavours in cacao and 
reaching out to farmers both in North and South Thailand, teaching 
them how to gauge beans, when to pluck them, how to ferment them. 

A major difference however, is that unlike Mexican farmers’ decades- 
old legacy, the export of cacao beans is still a new and exciting 
phenomenon in Thailand. “Exports to USA and Japan have been 
high this year; Japan is a big market for Thai cacao beans. More 
and more farmers are shifting to cacao now,” he says. 

Another common thread is the camaraderie between 
different chocolate-makers, and willingness to share knowledge. 

Sutthiphat, personally, has the established brand Aimmika: “Its 
owner was the first to teach me about bean-to-bar.” 


Mayari Castellanos, Mexico 

Mayari Castellanos has been in the business and craft of choco¬ 
late for about a decade now. The Chiapas, Mexico-based restaurateur 
and archaeologist is also the CEO of the KAKAW Museum - Chocolate 
Factory - Plantations, which in addition to producing chocolate, al¬ 
so works with cacao farmers and organises educational tours. “Mex¬ 
ico has a long history with chocolate,” she says. “Cacao-making has 
been part of [Mayan] religion here for the last 1,000 years.” Not just 
as solid bars, but also a wide variety of traditional drinks, she adds. 
But it’s only in the past decade that this fresh set of experiments 
has begun, with local residents trying to reclaim the chocolate that 
grows on their soil and stamping their brands on it. Farmers - who have 
been supplying overseas for years - have consciously been made part of 
this localised process. “Besides my farm, I also work with other farms in Cen¬ 
tral America, to educate them in processes like fermentation.” 

This change began, she says, with the availability of small-scale, low-cost 
machinery, thanks to US-based firm CocoaTown. It helped chocolate-makers 
experiment and learn through small batches of chocolate, without burning too 
much of their funds. “We can process about a kilogram or 10 pounds of beans 
at a time,” she says. “The machine helps transform bean to paste, and then we 
add ingredients like sugar, almonds, vanilla...” 

Though the market for this chocolate is gradually growing despite the higher 
prices, there aren’t many players trying this out in the Mexican market. “It’s 
just two of us figuring things out for now, and taking our chocolate to interna¬ 
tional competitions.” 


Cacao-mak¬ 
ing has been 
part of 
[Mayan] 
religion here 
in Mexico 
for the last 
1,000 years 


MAYARI CASTELLANOS, 
CHOCOLATIER 




Arun Viswanathan, India 

The Coimbatore- 
based 
chocolatier 
observes 
that though 
the first 
movers in 
bean-to-bar 
chocolate 
came up 
around a decade 
ago, it’s only in the last three years 
that the movement has really picked 
up. “I see someone new coming up 
every day. Restaurateurs and cafe 
owners are also educating themselves 
and branching out. Earlier, it was 
concentrated around Tamil Nadu, 
Kerala and Andhra Pradesh, because 
that is where the cacao is grown; but 
now even chocolatiers from the North 
are getting into it.” 

All in all, Arun estimates that there 
are about 20 to 30 players in the 
market today, both big and small, 
some stocking bars only in their 
establishments and others trying to 
branch out online. 

The experiments, too, he says, have 
gone beyond the workshops to the 
farms. And from the fermentation in 
farms to processes of grinding and 
roasting. 

“People are trying to play with 
flavours in different stages of 
production; trying out both roasted 
and unroasted beans to see the 
difference in taste,” he says. And then 
there are the other influences: 
alternative sugars, vegan options and 
organic end products. 

The country is still a young player, 
he says, even if you consider it 10 
years old: “because bean-to-bar first 
started globally in about 1999-2000, 
mainly in the US”. 
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5 Spiny desert plants 
(5) 

6 Formal speech (7) 

7 Status - row (4) 

11 Standing apart (8) 

13 Self-important (7) 

14 Comedian (5-2) 

16 Large shell (5) 

17 Light beer (5) 

18 Festive occasion - 
variety of apple (4) 


Solution will appear 
in The Hindu dated 
August 24, 2019. 

Solution No. 13155 


■ Across 

1 Children's party 
game (7,6) 

8 Thin coating (4) 

9 West (8) 

10 Period of enforced 
isolation (10) 

12 Unintelligent (6) 

14 Methodical 
procedure (6) 

15 Shame claim 
(anag) - 29 


September (10) 

19 Left high and dry 
(8) 

20 Grown-up kid (4) 

21 Children's party 
game (4,3,6) 

■ Down 

2 Omnipresence (8) 

3 Turkish seaport, 
formerly called 
Smyrna (5) 

4 Embellished (7) 



CM 
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Gritty Rahane revives India 

Rahul too plays a good hand after Kohli and Pujara fall cheaply 


Timely knock: Ajinkya Rahane got back amongst the runs with an unbeaten 50 at tea, after 
India was reduced to 25 for three. ■ afp 


INDIAN IN Wl 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

NORTH SOUND (ANTIGUA 
AND BARBUDA) 

Ajinkya Rahane’s 18th half- 
century anchored India’s re¬ 
vival to 134 for four at tea on 
the opening day of the first 
Test against the West Indies 
at the Sir Vivian Richards Sta¬ 
dium here on Thursday. 

India went into the Test 
with three fast bowlers - Jas- 
prit Bumrah, Mohammed 
Shami and Ishant Sharma - 
and one specialist spinner, 
with Ravindra Jadeja picked 
ahead of R. Ashwin. 

Reduced to 25 for three by 
opening bowlers Kemar 
Roach and Shannon Gabriel 
after India was put in to bat, 
Rahane joined opening bat¬ 
sman K.L. Rahul in mid¬ 
morning, the pair putting on 
68 for the fourth wicket. 

It took the off-spin of Ros- 
ton Chase to separate them 
halfway through the after¬ 
noon session when Rahul, 
on 44, got a faint touch to an 
innocuous leg-side delivery 
for wicketkeeper Shai Hope 
to take a neat catch. 

Third catch 

It was Hope’s third catch of 
the innings in a role he 
would not have expected 
overnight as a lingering an¬ 
kle injury to regular wicket¬ 
keeper Shane Dowrich ruled 
the first-choice gloveman out 
of the match. 

With speculation over his 
continued value to the In¬ 
dian team, given the increas¬ 
ing competitiveness for plac¬ 
es in the batting order, 
Rahane underscored his 
worth as a gritty, determined 
campaigner. He was batting 
on 50, with Hanuma Vihari 
(18) giving him company at 
the break. 


Double blow 

Early in the morning, Roach 
dismissed Mayank Agarwal 
and Cheteshwar Pujara in 
the fifth over of the day, 
while Gabriel accounted for 
the prized wicket of captain 
Virat Kohli. 

While Gabriel lacked 


Roach’s persistent accuracy, 
his extra pace continued to 
challenge India’s top order 
and brought him the reward 
of Kohli’s wicket when the 
champion batsman, who 
made nine, attempted to 
guide a lifting delivery 
through backward-point on¬ 
ly for debutant Shamarh 
Brooks to take a tumbling 
catch at gully. 


SCOREBOARD 


INDIA-1ST INNINGS 

K.L. Rahul c Hope b Chase 44 
(97b, 5x4), Mayank Agarwal c 
Hope b Roach 5 (13b, 1x4), 
Cheteshwar Pujara c Hope b 
Roach 2 (4b), Virat Kohli c 
Brooks b Gabriel 9 (12b, 2x4), 
Ajinkya Rahane (batting) 50 
(122b, 7x4), Hanuma Vihari 
(batting) 18 (37b, 2x4)\ Extras 
(lb-5, nb-1): 6; Total (for four 


wkts. in 47.2 overs, at tea): 134. 

FALL OF WICKETS 
1-5 (Mayank, 4.2 overs), 2-7 
(Pujara, 4.6), 3-25 (Kohli, 7.5), 
4-93 (Rahul, 34.2). 

WEST INDIES BOWLING 
Roach 11-4-24-2, Gabriel 10-2- 
38-1, Holder 12-7-21-0, Cum¬ 
mins 7.2-0-24-0, Chase 7-1- 
22 - 1 . 

Toss: West Indies. 



Rathour set to take over from Bangar 


AMOL KARHADKAR 

MUMBAI 

Vikram Rathour, former In¬ 
dia opening batsman- 
turned-coach, is set to re¬ 
place Sanjay Bangar as In¬ 
dia’s batting coach from the 
home series against South 
Africa next month. 

While bowling coach B. 
Arun and fielding coach R. 
Sridhar are likely to conti¬ 
nue, Rathour’s inclusion is 
all but formalised. 

On Thursday, after con¬ 
cluding an exhaustive four- 
day process that saw the se¬ 
lectors interviewing 88 can¬ 
didates for six posts of the 
support staff, chief selector 
M.S.K. Prasad announced 
three recommendations 
each for five posts, except 
the strength and condition¬ 
ing coach. 

To discuss commercials 

The shortlisted candidates 
will discuss the commercial 
aspect and other formalities, 
including Conflict of Interest 
declarations, with the BCCI 
executives before being for¬ 
mally appointed till the T20 
World Cup in India in No¬ 
vember 2021. 

Even before the BCCI in¬ 
vited applications, Rathour 



Vikram Rathour. -filephoto 


was widely tipped to replace 
Bangar, who took over mid¬ 
way through the tour of En¬ 
gland in August 2014. 

“Frankly speaking, if you 
see the last five years, there 
is definitely some improve¬ 
ment. Looking ahead to the 
Test Championship and two 
T20 World Cups, we thought 
there should be some fresh¬ 
ness in that department. 
That’s the reason we went 
ahead with Rathour as first 
choice,” said Prasad. 

Need for change 

Even before India’s World 
Cup semifinal exit, there 
were indications that Ban¬ 
gar, who has been rated 
highly by captain Virat Koli, 
will not be persisted with. 


Support Staff list 

The recommendations for 
India's support staff: 

Batting coach: Vikram 
Rathour, Sanjay Bangar, Mark 
Ramprakash 

Bowling coach: B. Arun, 

Paras Mhambrey, 

Venkatesh Prasad 

Fielding coach: R. Sridhar, 
Abhay Sharma, T. Dilip 

Physio: Nitin Patel, Andrew 
Leipus, Vaibhav Daga 

Administrative manager: 

Girish Dongre, 

V. Rajagopalan, Anand Yalvigi 


For strength and conditioning 
coach, the following 
candidates will be flown 
down to the NCA for a 
practical examination: Luke 
Woodhouse, Grant Luden, 
Rajnikanth Sivagnanam, Nick 
Webb and Anand Date 


While admitting that the de¬ 
cision to replace him reflects 
“a mix” of stagnated batting 
line-up and need for a 
change, Prasad stressed that 
Bangar wasn’t made the 
scapegoat. 

“Let anybody say anyth¬ 
ing, we have conducted the 
interviews in the most hon¬ 
est and fair manner. We felt 
that Rathour was the first 
preference for us.” 


Rathour couldn’t be ap¬ 
pointed as the NCA batting 
coach earlier this year, ow¬ 
ing to an alleged conflict of 
interest. Being the brother- 
in-law of India’s junior selec¬ 
tion panel chief Aashish Ka¬ 
poor had stalled his appoint¬ 
ment. BCCI chief executive 
Rahul Johri clarified that the 
Col issue has been taken 
care of. 

“This was discussed at the 
CoA meeting too, when the 
CoA was presented the shor¬ 
tlisted candidates,” Johri 
said. 

“If his brother-in-law is 
the selector of the junior 
team, he is the batting coach 
of the senior team. I don’t 
think there is any conflict.” 

Prasad clarified that the 
selection panel didn’t really 
consult the team-manage¬ 
ment, but informally inte¬ 
racted with the Cricket Advi¬ 
sory Committee members 
before the rigorous process. 

He also appealed that “go¬ 
ing forward, with due re¬ 
gards to the Honourable Su¬ 
preme Court’s decision, it 
would be better if the CAC 
chairman is included in the 
support staff selection since 
the committee selects the 
head coach.” 


‘Indian players fitter, but can improve on agility’ 



Jonty Rhodes. - pti 


S. DIN AKAR 

CHENNAI 

It’s shocking that Jonty 
Rhodes, that magnificent 
gravity-defying man, hasn’t 
made the cut for the India 
fielding coach’s job. His 
name isn’t there in the shor¬ 
tlist of three. 

The fielding legend, who 
often brought sunshine and 
magic with him to the arena, 
earlier said here on Thurs¬ 
day that he had attended the 
first-ever job interview for 
the role of the India fielding 
coach on Tuesday. 

A blithe spirit, who loved 
swinging to the rhythm of 
life, noted, “If I do not get 
the job, I will be disappoint¬ 
ed but will still surf and 
dance to the music here.” 

Despite the BCCI snub, 
Rhodes’ celebration of na¬ 
ture and its various hues will 


continue. The 50-year-old 
South African is here to take 
part in TT Group’s Surf-Yoga- 
Music festival on Covelong 
Point. 

He has taken a liking for 
the Indian people, places 
and culture. Rhodes follows 
Indian cricket closely too. 

Rhodes has seen signifi¬ 
cant improvement in the In¬ 
dian fielding standards. And 
he gives credit to the current 
Indian support staff. “The 
staff has worked really hard 
and the captain [Virat Kohli] 
certainly drives the fitness 
levels.” 

No perfect technique 

The South African said there 
was no perfect technique in 
fielding. “Fielding is a habit. 
If it’s working, then don’t fix 
it.” 

Looking ahead, Rhodes 


said, “There are two T20 
World Cups in successive 
years. Then, with the Test 
championship coming up, 
there are no dead rubbers 
any more. Every Test has its 
consequence and impacts 
the points table. Fielding can 
be the key.” 

Rhodes pointed out, “The 


Indian players have got fitter, 
but they still can improve on 
agility. Fielding is also about 
lateral movement, I don’t 
think the Indians are yet at 
their best in that.” 

He added, “When you are 
saving a run, changing your 
direction is very important. 
And away from home, slip 
catching is a major area for 
India.” 

Turning his attention to 
South Africa’s upcoming 
tour of India, Rhodes felt the 
lack of a settled support staff 
could hurt the side on a diffi¬ 
cult campaign. 

He termed the departure 
of greats A.B. de Villiers, 
Dale Steyn and Hashim Amla 
as part of a cycle and added 
South Africa had to move on. 

Meanwhile, the discovery 
of India continues for 
Rhodes. 


Meet Kohli the anchor 



Pleased to see you, maan: Virat Kohli greets the legendary Viv Richards, -courtesy: bcci.tv 


Archer picks six as Australia crumbles 


THE ASHES 


REUT ERS 

LEEDS 

Jofra Archer’s first five-wick¬ 
et haul (six for 45) in Test 
cricket put England in com¬ 
mand on a weather-affected 
opening day of the third Ash¬ 
es Test at Headingley on 
Thursday as it bowled Aus¬ 
tralia out for 179. 

Only four overs were pos¬ 
sible in the morning session, 
but there was time for Aus¬ 
tralia opener Marcus Harris 
to fall to Archer for eight and 
Usman Khawaja was out 
shortly after lunch. 

David Warner (61) settled 


to lead the Australia recov¬ 
ery after another break in 
play before falling to Archer 
;Travis Head and Matthew 
Wade departed for ducks. 

Tim Paine and James Pat- 
tinson were dismissed 


cheaply and Pat Cummins 
became Archer’s fifth victim. 
Marnus Labuschagne was 
dismissed for 74 and Nathan 
Lyon was trapped lbw by 
Archer in the last over of the 
day. 


SCOREBOARD 


AUSTRALIA -1ST INNINGS 

David Warner c Bairstow b 
Archer 61, Marcus Harris c Bair¬ 
stow b Archer 8, Usman 
Khawaja c Bairstow b Broad 8, 
Marnus Labuschagne lbw b 
Stokes 74, Travis Head b Broad 
0, Matthew Wade b Archer 0, 
Tim Paine lbw b Woakes 11, 
James Pattinson c Root b Archer 
2, Pat Cummins c Bairstow b 
Archer 0, Nathan Lyon lbw b 


Archer 1, Josh Hazlewood (not 
out) 1; Extras (b-4, lb-2, nb-2, 
w-5): 13; Total (in 52.1 overs): 
179. 

FALL OF WICKETS 

1-12, 2-25, 3-136, 4-138, 5- 
139, 6-162,7-173, 8-174, 9-177. 

ENGLAND BOWLING 
Broad 14-4-32-2, Archer 17.1- 
3-45-6, Woakes 12-4-51-1, 
Stokes 9-0-45-1. 

Toss: England. 



Fast and feared: The irrepressible Jofra Archer returned his 
maiden five-for in Tests on Thursday. ■ reuters 


Sindhu, Praneeth enter quarterfinals 


Kidambi, Prannoy and Saina exit 


BADMINTON WORLDS 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

BASEL 

Two-time silver medallist 
P.V. Sindhu produced yet 
another commanding per¬ 
formance as she demolished 
Beiwen Zhang of United 
States 21-14, 21-6 in 34 mi¬ 
nutes to advance to the quar¬ 
terfinals of the BWF World 
Championships here on 
Thursday. 

Sindhu will now face se¬ 
cond seed Tai Tzu Ying of 
Chinese Taipei. 

In men’s singles, B. Sai 
Praneeth dished out a super¬ 
lative performance to stun 
World No. 8 Anthony Sinisu- 
ka Ginting 21-19, 21-13 and 
progress to the quarterfinals 
against reigning Asian 
Games champion Jonaton 
Christie. 

However, K. Srikanth, 
H.S. Prannoy and Saina Neh- 
wal suffered defeats to bow 
out. Seeded seventh, Sri¬ 
kanth lost 21-14, 21-13 against 


Kantaphon Wangcharoen of 
Thailand in 40 minutes, 
while Prannoy’s campaign 
ended with a loss at the 
hands of world No. 1 Kento 
Momota of Japan. 

Glimpses of brilliance 

Prannoy showed glimpses of 
brilliance, especially in the 
opening game, but couldn’t 
stop Momota from register¬ 
ing a 21-19,21-12 win, his fifth 
victory over the Indian in as 
many encounters. 

Saina Nehwal, seeded 
eighth, crashed out after a 
hard-fought 15-21, 27-25, 21-12 
defeat to 12th seed Mia Blich- 
feldt of Denmark. 

The results (pre-quarterfi¬ 
nals): Women: P.V. Sindhu bt 
Beiwen Zhang (USA) 21-14, 
21 - 6 . 

Mia Blichfeldt (Den) bt Saina 
Nehwal 15-21, 27-25, 21-12. 
Men: B. Sai Praneeth bt Antho¬ 
ny Sinisuka Ginting (Ina) 21-19, 
21-13; Kantaphon Wangcharoen 
(Tha) bt K. Srikanth 21-14, 
21-13. 

Kento Momota (Jpn) bt H.S. 
Prannoy 21-19, 21-12. 



Causing a flutter: Sai Praneeth humbled World No. 8 
Anthony Sinisuka Ginting with a stunning show, -afp 


Pirates fall short against Warriors 


PKL 


S. PRA SANNA VENKATESAN 

CHENNAI 

Captain Maninder Singh top- 
scored with 10 points as Ben¬ 
gal Warriors beat Patna Pi¬ 
rates 35-26 in the ProKabad- 
di League (PKL) at the Nehru 
indoor stadium on 
Thursday. 

Pirates’ over-reliance on 
captain Pardeep Narwal was 
to the fore again - he 
emerged the match’s top- 
scorer with 12 points, but got 
little support from his team. 
Mohammad Maghsoudlou, 
Pirates’ next go-to raider, fin¬ 
ished as the second-best 
scorer with only three 
points. 

The day’s most exciting 
bit of action was when Par- 
deep, raiding, jumped over 
Jeeva Kumar and touched 
him. 

But, unfortunately, he 
landed in a way that didn’t 
help him flee instantly. In 
the seconds he took to stabil¬ 
ise himself, the defenders 
piled on him. The scores 
were level 11-11 at that point. 


Jaideep, Vikas Jaglan and 
Monu pulled off a super 
tackle on Mohammad Nabi- 
bakhsh for Pirates to lead 
13-12. 

With only three players 
left for Pirates at 13-13, Vikas 
made an unsuccessful raid 
and Hadi Ostorak was put 
out in Maninder’s raid for 
Warriors to be up 15-13. Pi¬ 
rates’ lone raider, Jaideep, 
was then substituted by Pur- 
na Singh, who put out Bal- 
dev Singh in the last raid be¬ 
fore the break, when 


Warriors led 15-14. 

Warriors inflicted an all- 
out on Pirates, putting out 
lone raider Ashish to lead 
28-15. 

Pirates couldn’t catch up 
with - or get ahead of - 
Warriors. 

Pardeep, remarkably, put 
out lone defender Prapanjan 
to help Pirates inflict an all- 
out on Warriors and get to 
25-35. 

The result: Bengal Warriors 35 
(Maninder Singh 10) bt Patna 
Pirates 26 (Pardeep Narwal 12). 



The highlight: Patna Pirates captain Pardeep Narwal provided 
the day's most exciting bit of action. ■ m. vedhan 


Davis Cup tie 
postponed 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

India’s Davis Cup match 
against Pakistan, to be 
held in Islamabad on 
September 14-15, was on 
Thursday postponed to 
November after a 
security review by the 
International Tennis 
Federation. 

The ITF said it was 
postponing the tie 
under ‘exceptional 
circumstances.’ 

“Following an in- 
depth security review 
of the current situation 
in Pakistan by 
independent expert 
security advisors, the 
Davis Cup Committee 
has taken the decision 
to postpone the Davis 
Cup Asia/Oceania 
Group I tie between 
Pakistan and India in 
Islamabad, due to be 
played on 14-15 
September,” the ITF 
said in the statement. 
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Indian teams were willing to adapt and improve 


Men’s coach Reid wants to broaden the player base not only for selections but also in leadership 



Return of the champs: The triumphant Indian men's and women's teams after their arrival on Thursday, -special arrangement 


hockey 


UTHR A GANESAN 

NEW DELHI 

The Indian men’s and wo¬ 
men’s hockey teams won 
their respective contests at 
the Olympic Test Event in To¬ 
kyo but the learnings for 
both sides were more about 
understanding themselves. 

And both proved willing to 
adapt and improve. If the 
men bounced back from a 
disappointing last-minute 
loss to New Zealand in the 


group stages to win the final 
with a comprehensive 5-0 
scoreline, the women re¬ 
mained undefeated all 
through, including a last-mi¬ 
nute equaliser against World 
No. 2 Australia. 

Experimenting 

The main difference bet¬ 
ween the two sides was whe¬ 
reas the women played to 
full strength, the men’s side 
experimented with resting a 
few seniors and playing 
youngsters and seniors re¬ 
turning from injury to get a 


better idea of the squad in 
the lead-up to the Olympic 
qualifiers later this year. 

“One of the objectives of 
this tour was to try and broa¬ 
den the player base not only 
for selections but also in lea¬ 
dership. What I saw of Har- 
manpreet (captain) and Man- 
deep Singh, of leading the 
group, it was very good. 

“Another objective was to 
give S.V. Sunil the opportuni¬ 
ty to prove himself for No¬ 
vember and I think we have 
been able to do that,” men’s 
chief coach Graham Reid 


told The Hindu on the teams’ 
return here on Thursday. 

He also insisted that the 
loss to NZ was a blessing in 
disguise. “Part of me was 
happy, almost, that we had 
that (loss) because it pro¬ 
vides them an opportunity to 
look inwards and under¬ 
stand how to not let that hap¬ 
pen again. 

“That 5-0 win against NZ 
in the league phase would 
have put a different perspec¬ 
tive on the final. We were 
able to analyse the things 
that happened in the last 5-10 


minutes and get into the 
heads of the guys and learnt 
some things,” Reid admitted. 

No giving up 

While the men had a blip, the 
women learnt to never give 
up irrespective of the opposi¬ 
tion. 

“The team’s mental tough¬ 
ness was really good. We 
know now that we are much 
fitter and stronger than be¬ 
fore, so we had to hold on 
and not give up till the very 
end. Hockey has changed a 
lot, every second counts and 


we have seen a lot of teams 
scoring winners in the very 
end,” captain Rani Rampal 
said when asked about the 
team’s fightback against Aus¬ 
tralia and the equaliser 
through penalty corner in 
the dying seconds. 

She added that staying un¬ 
defeated in the tournament 
had raised the team’s confi¬ 
dence. 

“It gives us confidence 
that if we perform well in ev¬ 
ery game and focus on our 
jobs, we can beat any team at 
any time,” she said. 


Gopi sets his sights on Olympic qualification 

Jinson Johnson to train in the United States 


«/emb 


pastes 


fas- 


Aiming high: Jinson Johnson , left, and T. Gopi are hopeful 
that their training will pay off. ■ ashwin achal 




athletics 


ASHW IN ACHAL 

BENGALURU 

Just a few months ago, ma¬ 
rathon runner Thonakal Go¬ 
pi was on the outside looking 
in. He was not part of the In¬ 
dian athletics contingent 
which trained at the SAI cam¬ 
pus here. Undeterred, Gopi 
took a room on rent near the 
SAI campus, and continued 
to train with his peers. 

He entered the Seoul In¬ 
ternational Marathon in 
March without a coach or 
support staff, but yet man¬ 
aged to clock a personal best 
time of 2 hours, 13 minutes 
and 39 seconds to finish 11th. 
It was a fine performance in 
the face of adversity, enough 
to earn a spot in the upcom¬ 
ing Doha World athletics 
championships. 


cook my own food and so on. 
But I kept my focus on train¬ 
ing and improving my tim¬ 
ing. Things are different now 
- I have a coach, physio and 
all the support that an athlete 
needs,” a pleased Gopi said, 
at an event hosted by sport¬ 
swear company ASICS here 
on Thursday. 

Gopi is training hard to do 
well in the World champion¬ 
ships. “The aim is to break 
my personal record at Doha, 
and to push for Olympics 
qualification,” Gopi said. 

Earning a spot in Tokyo 
will be a tough ask, as the 



Diane Gotua. 

■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


broadcast around 8.30 a.m. 
every weekend. 

To broaden appeal 

“A bunch of hosts and in- 
fluencers talk about the 
game. 

“We are not just looking to 
serve hardcore basketball 
fans, but also trying to tap in¬ 
to the casual fan who may 
not have extensive exposure 
to the NBA in the following 
years, in order to broaden 
our appeal.” 


qualification time has been 
set at 2:11:30s, nearly two mi¬ 
nutes under his personal 
best. “It will be hard, but I’m 
going to do train hard and do 
my very best,” Gopi said. 

Midnight run 

In a first, the marathon 
events at the World cham¬ 
pionships will be held at mid¬ 
night. The unusually late 
start will help avoid the high 
day-time temperatures. “I 
have never run at midnight, 
so I’m unsure about what to 
expect. It is impossible to re¬ 
create the exact conditions 


She added: “Content is 
not just live, but also non¬ 
game shows, showcasing 
other aspects of basketball in 
the NBA, whether fashion, 
lifestyle, music, players work 
in communities. 

“We highlight all this, on 
top of their performance on 
court. Every market presents 
unique challenges and op¬ 
portunities.” 

The first ever NBA pre-sea¬ 
son games in India will have 
local flavour woven into the 
game action, details of which 
are to be announced later. 

Beyond thrilling live bas¬ 
ketball action, NBA India is 
also looking at the language 
aspect. “Two years ago, we 
started hindi commentary 
(on Sony) for the NBA game 
show. Now 75 matches have 
hindi commentary, which 
account for a quarter of our 
reach. Last season (2018- 
2019), the viewership for an 
NBA game was 91 million.” 


during training, as we cannot 
do practice runs at midnight 
(laughs). So we do the bulk of 
our training in the evening. 
The diet regime changes as 
well. Usually, we start eating 
and carbohydrate loading at 
3 a.m., if the marathon starts 
at 7 a.m.. For a midnight 
start, we eat at around 7 
p.m., which is much more 
comfortable,” Gopi said. 

Middle-distance runner 
Jinson Johnson, meanwhile, 
is all set to start his training 
in Colorado Springs (USA), 
under coach Scott Simons. 

Johnson believes that the 
move - cleared by Sports 
Authority of India (SAI) un¬ 
der the Target Olympic Podi¬ 
um Scheme - gives him the 
best chance of qualifying for 
the 2020 Olympics. The 
1,500m runner will start his 
qualification quest by enter¬ 
ing an event in Germany next 
month. “Training and com¬ 
peting abroad will give me an 
advantage, as the competi¬ 
tion is tougher abroad. I’ll al¬ 
so be exposed to different 
conditions and training 
methods, which will help,” 
Johnson said. 

Vijay to play 
for Somerset 

SPOR TS REPORTER 

CHENNAI 

Opener M. Vijay is all set 
for his second county stint, 
this time with Somerset for 
the business-end of the 
championship, according 
to ESPNCricinfo. 

It is learnt that Vijay has 
approached the TNCA 
about the contract, and it is 
likely that the association 
will approve his request. 

Vijay turned out for Es¬ 
sex last year for three 
matches, and had a pro¬ 
ductive stint with a 
hundred and three half- 
centuries from five innings. 



M. Vijay. -filephoto 


Key member 

Gopi is now a key member of 
the Indian athletics contin¬ 
gent. “When I was not part of 
the India camp, it was tough, 
as I had to manage everyth¬ 
ing on my own - pay rent, 


‘NBA is committed to India’ 

Package for fans goes beyond live games, says its VP 

NAND AKUMAR MARAR 

MUMBAI 

NBA India Games 2019 will 
be a high-profile exhibition 
of pro-basketball here in the 
first week of October. 

Two pre-season matches 
between Sacramento Kings 
and Indiana Pacers, on two 
consecutive days at the NSCI 
indoor stadium here, is a 
huge statement by the Na¬ 
tional Basketball League 
about the intent to tap into 
Indian craving for different 
sports. NBA vice-president of 
Global Business Operations 
Diane Gotua points out that 
the package for fans goes 
beyond live games. 

Elaborating about what is 
on offer for India fans, she 
said: “Live NBA games is our 
bread and butter, but we 
have other aspects too. So¬ 
mething we have seen that’s 
been quite successful is the 
Saturday Morning Live 
(through Sony channel). 


Haadin Bava makes the quarterfinals 


INDIANS ABROAD 


SPOR TS BUREAU 

JAKARTA 

Haadin Bava beat Hanyi Liu 
of China 6-4, 6-4 to make the 
quarterfinals of the $15,000 
ITF men’s Futures tennis 
tournament on Thursday. 

In the ITF women’s 
$25,000 event in Guiyang, 



China, Rutuja Bhosale made 
the doubles semifinals. 

The results: $15,000 ITF men, 
Jakarta: Singles (pre-quarter¬ 
finals): Haadin Bava bt Hanyi 
Liu (Chn) 6-4, 6-4; Kosuke Og- 
ura (Jpn) bt Manish Sureshku- 
mar 1-6, 6-4, 6-3. 

Doubles (quarterfinals): Jo¬ 
nathan Gray (GBr) & Jumpei 
Yamasaki (Jpn) bt Matthew 
Romios (Aus) & Aryn Goveas 



6- 3, 1-0 (retired); Yu Hsiang 
chiu (Tpe) & Hanyi Liu (Chn) bt 
Niki Poonacha & Manish Su- 
reshkumar 1-6, 6-2, [10-4]. 

$15,000 ITF men, Tabarka, Tu¬ 
nisia: Singles (pre-quarterfi- 
nals): Rishab Agarwal bt Da- 
niele Capecchi (Ita) 4-6, 6-0, 

7- 6(1); First round: Rishab bt 
Benedikt Emesz (Aut) 2-6, 
6-3, 6-4. 

$25,000 ITF women, Guiyang, 



China: Doubles (quarterfinals): 

Eudiice Chong (Hkg) & Aldila 
Sutjiadi (Ina) bt Lou Brouleau 
(Fra) & Prarthana Thombare 
6-3, 6-3; Chihiro Muramatsu 
(Jpn) & Rutuja Bhosale bt Kim 
Dabin (Kor) & Moyuka Uchijima 
(Jpn) 6-4, 6-3. 

$15,000 ITF women, Tabarka, 
Tunisia: Singles (first round): 

Agustina Chlpac (Arg) bt Lik- 
hitha Kalava 6-3, 6-2. 



MRF National Rally 
this weekend 


motorsports 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

COIMBATORE 

The fourth round of the 
MRF MoGrip FMSCI Nation¬ 
al Rally Championship for 
two wheelers, promoted by 
Godspeed Racing (Pune) 
and organised by the Coim¬ 
batore Auto Sports Club 
(CASC), will be held at the 
Kethanur windmill farms in 
Palladam this weekend. 

With rains battering the 
city like never before, the 


CASC had it tough organis¬ 
ing the four wheeler cham¬ 
pionship earlier this month. 

This time around, with 
the rains staying away, 
CASC can breathe easy. 

“The club is pleased to 
host this rally once again. 

“Also, I would like to 
thank the event sponsors 
MRF for their support and 
contribution towards the 
development of the sport in 
the country,” said J. Prithivi- 
raj, its honorary secretary. 
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NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY 

| Auction Notice No. 10/2019-20 | 

A1 

ng c( 

E-Auction Program for the Month of September-2019 

1 prospective bidders are invited to participate in the On-line public auctions 
inducted for sale of scrap material. 

E-Auction Dates 

Jurisdiction of Lots 

Contact No. 

5,12,19 & 26 September 2019 

Dy.CMM/GSD/Gorakhpur 

0551-2283558 

1 4 

12, 18 & 25 September 2019 

Dy.CMM/GSD/Izzatnagar 

0581-2547173 

| 6,13,20 & 27 September 2019 

Sr. DMM/Lucknow 

0522-2233113 

1 4. 

11, 18 & 25 September 2019 

Sr. DMM/Varanasi 

0542-2224819 

ft 

11, 19 & 26 September 2019 

Sr. DMM/Izzatnagar 

0581-2547327 

Type of Material: Scrap Rail, Cast Iron, Melting, MS, condemned Rolling Stock 
(Coaches, Wagons and Locomotives), Turning & Boring, Non-Ferrous such as copper, 
Aluminium, Batteries etc. 

♦ In the event of Auction not being completed on the same day, Auction September 
be continued on the subsequent days also. ♦ Details of Auction Catalogue, Procedure 
and Conditions of Sale are available at www.ireps.gov.in ♦ This auction programme is 
also available on North Eastern Railway website www.ner.indianrailways.gov.in 

CPRO/S-21 Principal Chief Materials Manager, Gorakhpur 

About any passenger amenity complaint SMS on Mob. No.: 09794845955 


Do not travel with inflammable article ir 

train. 


Invitation of Re-E- Quotation 


Sealed Re-E-quotations are invited for contract rate of Repair/Replacement of 
VT Axial Pump 60 Cs. Cap (P-1) at pump house NB-3 of Narnaul Branch. The 
quotations will be received upto 03:00 PM on 31/08/2019 and the same shall be 
opened in the office of undersigned on 02/09/2019 at 3.00 PM in presence of 
bidders who desire to be present. The sealed quotations for Repair/Replacement 
must be submitted along with earnest money in the form of DD /DAC in favour of 
Executive Engineer, M/Garh Water Services Mechanical Division, Narnaul. The 
earnest money required @ 2% of the quotation amount or quoted price by the 
bidder whichever is higher. 


Sr. 

No. 

Description of items 

Unit 

Qty. 

1.00 

Repair/Replacement of ‘Y’ body for 60 Cs. Pump including labour 
and material chg. 

1.01 

60 Cs. VT Pump Y’ body repair/replacement and welding 
work etc. complete including balancing/alignment work. 
(As per site requirement.) 

No. 

1 

1.02 

Supply & fixing of M.S. pipe 7.11mm thick, 1200mm long, 
600mm dia appx. Including cutting & welding, bending and 
machining work with supply & fixing M.S. flange heavy 
duty (flanges 02 Nos.) including cutting, boring, threading 
and machining work. 

No. 

1 

1.03 

Making of Bearing housing seat and matching with ‘Y’ 
body base at site. 

No. 

1 

2.00 

Credit of Old Iron Scrap (Actual weight of old scrap will be 
measured by the committee). 

Kg. 

-- 


For further details visit website : https://etenders.hry.nic.in 


Sd/- 

Executive Engineer, 
M/Garh W/S Mech. Division, 
Narnaul. 



Discover something 
new today. a 

^-<5 —j 

Let your young chefs DO as they please 

on www.youngworldclub.com 


YWNevCQll? 

GtjUQ com 



Serena, Sharapova 
meet in first round 

Djokovic and Federer in same half 


US OPEN 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

NEW YORK 

Serena Williams will begin 
her quest for a seventh US 
Open title and record-tying 
24th Grand Slam crown 
against long-time rival Maria 
Sharapova in the US Open 
women’s singles draw un¬ 
veiled on Thursday. 

Serena has dominated 
the Russian star in their 
head-to-head, winning 19 
and losing just two. Shara¬ 
pova advanced by walkover 
against Serena in the fourth 
round at Roland Garros last 
year. 

The eighth-ranked Sere¬ 
na will look to match the all- 
time record of 24 Grand 
Slam titles won by Margaret 
Court when the year’s final 
Major gets underway on 
Monday. 

The American was placed 
in the same quarter as Aus¬ 
tralian second seed Ash- 
leigh Barty, the reigning 
French Open champion 
whose first match is against 
77th-ranked Zarina Diyas of 
Kazakhstan. 

Top-seeded Osaka opens 
against Russia’s 93rd-ranked 
Anna Blinkova and could 
face the 15-year-old Ameri¬ 
can Coco Gauff, who elimi¬ 
nated Venus Williams in the 
first round at Wimbledon, in 



Blockbuster: Serena, right, is Likely to be tested by 
Sharapova in the opener, -afp 


Interesting first-round 
matches 

WOMEN 

8- Serena vs Sharapova 
Gauff vs Potapova 

9- Sabalenka vs Azarenka 
24-Muguruza vs Riske 

MEN 

2-Nadal vs Millman 

18-Auger-Aliassime 
vs Shapovalov 

8-Tsitsipas vs Rublev 
Prajnesh vs 5-Medvedev 

the third round. 

Romania’s fourth-seeded 
Halep, the Wimbledon win¬ 
ner, opens against a quali¬ 
fier and could meet Osaka in 
the semifinal. 

In the men’s event, top- 
ranked defending champion 
Novak Djokovic could face 
third seed Roger Federer in 
the semifinals and second 
seed Rafael Nadal in the fi¬ 
nal. 

Nadal has Austrian fourth 
seed Dominic Thiem in his 
side of the draw. 

Djokovic will play his first 
round match against Spain’s 
76th-ranked Roberto Car- 
balles Baena while Federer 
will open against a qualifier. 

Nadal faces Australia’s 
61st-ranked John Millman, 
who shocked Federer here 
in 2018, while Thiem meets 
Italy’s Thomas Fabbiano. 


PI North Eastern Railway 


E-Tendering Tender Notice No.39/2019 

Divisional Railway Manager (Engg.), 
N.E. Railways, Izatnagar for & behalf of 
President of India invites ’’OPEN" 
e-tender through online (E-tendering) 
for the following work: 

S. No. : 1 . Description of Works : 
Provision of one Ty-IV at KSJ, one Ty- 
III at KJN and two Ty-II at FBD Station 
under the sanctioned work of 
Construction of Type-IV-01 Qtr (KSJ- 
01 units) & Type-III-04 Qtr’s (KPV-01, 
KGM-01, KJN-01, PBE-01 units) and 
Type-II=08 Qtr’s (RUPC-02, BHI-02, 
LKU-01, KPV-01, FBD-02 units) for 
RPF staff at different stations. Approx. 
Value : Rs. 53,48,818.54, E.M.D. 
Money : Rs. 1,07,000/-, Cost of Tender 
Forms : Rs. 5,000/-, Completion 
time/period from the date of issue of 
acceptance letter : 06 Month. 

S. No. : 2 , Description of Works : 
Provision of RL PF to HE PF at CBR 
station under the sanctioned work of 
"Provision of Rail level PF to High level 
PF at different stations in jurisdiction of 
SR. DEN-II" (CBR, UTP, ARL, BHK, 
RAYA & MSN Stn.). Approx. Value : 
Rs. 93,56,177.89, E.M.D. Money : 
Rs. 1,87,100/-, Cost of Tender Forms : 
Rs.5,000/-, Completion time/period 
from the date of issue of acceptance 
letter : 05 Month. 

S. No. : 3 , Description of Works : 

Repair/construction of yard drain at 
KAP & RPO Stations in the jurisdiction 
of SSE/W/KJN under the sanctioned 
work of repair/construction of yard 
drain at HTC, RAYA, KAP & RPO 
station in the jurisdiction of Sr. 
DEN/II/IZN. Approx. Value : 
Rs. 86,48,831.77, E.M.D. Money : 
Rs. 1,73,000/-, Cost of Tender Forms : 
Rs. 5,000/-, Completion time/period 
from the date of issue of acceptance 
letter : 04 Month. 

S. No. : 4 , Description of Works : 

Provision of piped water supply at 7 
Stations under ADEN/FGR section 
under the sanctioned work of Provision 
of piped water supply at 03 nos. D class 
& 41 Nos. E class Stations. Approx. 
Value : Rs. 50,31,447.94, E.M.D. 
Money: Rs. 1,00,600/-, Cost of Tender 
Forms : Rs. 5,000/-, Completion 
time/period from the date of issue of 
acceptance letter : 04 Month. 

S. No. : 5 , Description of Works : 
Construction of 07 units Type-II 
Quarters at LKU Station (under 
sanctioned work (l)-Construction of 09 
units Quarters (RHN-02, PLS-02, KLJ- 
01, LKU-02 & KXF-02 Total Type-II- 
09 units Quarters) for operating staff in 
IZN Division (2)-Construction of 04 
nos. Type-II & 03 nos. Type-III 
staff Quarters for C & W staff for 
new Coaching complex LKU 
(3) Construction of Type-IV-01 Qtr 
(KSJ-01 units) & Type-III 04 Quarters 
(KPV-01, KGM-01, KJN-01, PBE-01 
units) and Type-II=08 Quarters (RUPC- 
02, BHI-02, LKU-01, KPV-01, FBD-02 
units) for RPF staff at different station. 
Approx. Value : Rs. 73,78,608.11, 
E.M.D. Money : Rs. 1,47,600/-, Cost of 
Tender Forms : Rs.5,000/-, Completion 
time/period from the date of issue of 
acceptance letter : 12 Month. 

S. No. : 6 . Description of Works : 
Construction of Type-II 15 units 
Quarters for C & W and operating staff 
at TPU station (under sanctioned work 
(l)-Constraction of Type-II-15 nos. & 
Type-III 06 nos. Quarters at TPU for 
C & W & Operating staff & Type-II- 
04 nos. & Type-III=02 nos. Quarters 
at BNSA for Operating staff in 
IZN Division). Approx. Value : 


Rs. 1,32,77,306.43, E.M.D. Money : 
Rs. 2,16,400/-, Cost of Tender Forms : 
Rs. 5,000/-, Completion time/period 
from the date of issue of acceptance 
letter: 12 Month. 

S. No. : 7 . Description of Works : 

Construction of Type-II 09 units 
Quarters at BNSA station (under 
sanctioned work (1) Construction of 
Type-II-05 units & Type-III-02 Units 
Quarters at BNSA Station under 
jurisdiction of ADEN/PBE 
(02)-Construction of Type-II-15 nos. & 
Type-III 06 nos. Quarters at TPU for 
C &W and Operating staff & Type-II-04 
nos. & Type-III=02 units Quarters at 
BNSA FOR Operating staff in 
IZN Division), Approx. Value : 
Rs. 87,41,999.92, E.M.D. Money : 
Rs. 1,74,800/-, Cost of Tender Forms : 
Rs. 5,000/-, Completion time/period 
from the date of issue of acceptance 
letter: 12 Month. 

S. No. : 8, Description of Works : 

Construction of Type-III 04 units 
Quarters at BNSA and 01 unit Quarters 
at PBE station (Total-05 units 
Quarters) (under sanctioned work 

(1) -Constraction of Type-II-05 nos. & 
Type-III-02 units Qtr's at BNSA Station 
under jurisdiction of ADEN/PBE 

(2) -Construction of Type-II-15 nos. & 
Type-III-06 nos. Qtr's at TPU for C&W 
& Operating Staff & Type-II- 04 nos. & 
Type 111=02 nos. Qtrs at BNSA for 
Operating staff in IZN Division) 

(3) Construction of Type-IV-01 Qtrs 
(KSJ-01 units) & Type-III-04 Quarters 
(KPV-01, KGM-01, KJN-01, PBE-01 
units) and Type-II=08 Quarters (RUPC- 
02, BHI-02, LKU-01, KPV-01, FBD-02 
units) for RPF staff at different 
stations. Approx. Value : Rs. 
61,95,390.89, E.M.D. Money: 
Rs. 1,23,900/-, Cost of Tender Forms : 
Rs. 5,000/-, Completion time/period 
from the date of issue of acceptance 
letter : 12 Month. 

S. No. : 9, Description of Works : 

Construction of 04 units Type-III 
quarters at LKU station (under 
sanctioned work (l)-Constraction of 04 
nos. Type-II & 03 nos. Type-III 
staff Quarters for C & W staff for 
new coaching complex LKU 
(2) Construction of Type-II-02 
units (HTC-01 & KJN-01) & Type- 
III-02 units (LKU-01 & KJN-01) 
Quarters for S & T staff in IZN 
Division. Approx. Value : Rs. 
59,30,550.50, E.M.D. Money: 
Rs. 1,18,600/-, Cost of Tender Forms : 
Rs. 5,000/-, Completion time/period 
from the date of issue of acceptance 
letter: 12 Month. 

S. No. : 10, Description of Works : 

Construction of Type-III 06 units 
quarters for C & W and Operating staff 
at TPU station (under sanctioned work 
(l)-Constraction of Type-II-15 nos. & 
Type-III 06 nos. Quarters at TPU for 
C & W & Operating staff & Type-II-04 
nos. & Type-III=02 nos. Quarters at 
BNSA for Operating staff in 
IZN Division), Approx. Value : 
Rs. 72,02,984.42, E.M.D. Money : 
Rs. 1,44,100/-, Cost of Tender Forms : 
Rs. 5,000/-, Completion time/period 
from the date of issue of acceptance 
letter: 12 Month. 

1. Online e-tender can be submitted up 
to 15.00 hrs. of dated 13.09.2019. 

2. For Full details and submission of 
bid please see the Indian Railways 
IREPS website www.ireps.gov.in . 

Divisional Railway Manager (Engg.), 
CPRO/W-181 _ Izatnagar 

A bout any Passenger Amenity complaint 
SMS on Mob. No. 09794845955 


Do not travel with inflammable article in train 



A ND-NDE 
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PSA Challenger begins today 

HCL to provide support for four events this year 



First step: Vikram Malhotra, Rajat Chandolia, Cyrus Poncha, Farida Mohamed and Velavan 
Senthilkumaratthe Challenger Launch, -special arrangement 


Anand stays ahead 
with two others 


SINQUEFIELD CUP 


Rain may affect 
Duleep tie again 


Faisal Qamar 
enters two finals 


suits. Like Ding, Russia’s Ian 
Nepomniachtchi also won 
with white, at the expense 
of Hikaru Nakamura. This 
victory helped Nepom¬ 
niachtchi make amends for 
his first-round loss to 
Anand. 

Action will resume after a 
day of rest. Six more rounds 
remain in the strongest tour¬ 
nament of the year. 

The results (fifth round): Max- 
ime Vachier-Lagrave (Fra, 2.5) 
drew with Viswanathan Anand 
(3); Wesley So (2.5, USA) drew 
with Fabiano Caruana (USA, 3); 
Ding Liren (Chn, 3) bt Anish Giri 
(Ned, 2); Magnus Carlsen (Nor, 
2.5) drew with Sergey Karjakin 
(Rus, 2.5); Ian Nepomniachtchi 
(Rus, 2.5) bt Hikaru Nakamura 
(USA, 2); Levon Aronian (Arm, 
2) drew with Shakhriyar Mame- 
dyarov (Aze, 2.5). 


be curtailed once more. 

The Alur ground, howev¬ 
er, boasts of a better drain¬ 
age system than Just Cricket 
grounds, so the chances of a 
stubbornly wet outfield 
proving to be hindrance is 
considerably less in this 
fixture. 

Consistent batsmen 
Shubman Gill and Priyank 
Panchal lead the India Blue 
and India Red teams respec¬ 
tively. 

Anmolpreet Singh, Basil 
Thampi and Aniket Choud- 
hary are some of the big 
names in India Blue, while 
Abhimanyu Easwaran, Ish- 
an Kishan and Varun Aaron 
will turn out for India Red. 


With the high level of hu¬ 
midity in the atmosphere, 
owing to rain, six sets in sin¬ 
gles took its toll on Hardeep. 
Second seed Dalwinder 
Singh beat fellow trainee at 
the Harvest Academy in Jas- 
sowal, Surabh Prabodh, in 
three sets to make the final. 
The results: 

Singles (semifinals): Faisal Qa¬ 
mar bt Hardeep Singh Sandhu 
3-6, 6-2, 2-5 (retd.); Dalwinder 
Singh bt Suraj Prabodh 6-4, 
3-6, 6-4. Quarterfinals: Faisal 
Qamar w/o. V.M. Ranjeet; Har¬ 
deep Singh Sandhu bt Jatin Da- 
hiya 6-1, 3-6, 6-4; Suraj Pra¬ 
bodh bt Calvin Golmei 6-0, 

6- 3; Dalwinder Singh bt Ar- 
maan Bhatia 6-4, 6-2. 

Doubles (semifinals): Atharva 
Sharma & Armaan Bhatia bt 
Dalwinder Singh & Jatin Dahiya 

7- 6(4), 6-4; Jagmeet Singh & 
Faisal Qamar w/o. Hardeep 
Sandhu & Megh Patel. 


TV PICKS 


Sri Lanka vs New Zealand: 

Second Test, Sony ESPN (SD 
& HD), 10 a.m. 

BWF World Champion¬ 
ships: Star Sports 1 (SD & 
HD), 2.30 p.m. 

The Ashes: Third Test, Sony 
Six (SD & HD), 3.30 p.m. 

West Indies vs India: First 
Test, Sony Ten 1 (SD&HD),7 
p.m. 

KPL: Star Sports 3, 7 p.m. 
PKL: Star Sports 1 (SD & HD), 
7.30 p.m. 



Messi returns to training 
after injury 

MADRID 

Lionel Messi gave Barcelona a 
timely boost on Wednesday 
by returning to training with 
the rest of the squad after a 
calf injury. Messi trained 
alone in the morning before 
joining his team-mates in the 
afternoon, increasing hopes 
that Barca's captain could 
play a role against Real Betis 
in La Liga on Sunday. He 
strained his calf on August 5 
in his first training session 
back following the Copa 
America and subsequently 
missed the club’s pre-season. 

AFP 

Srihari betters his 50m 
backstroke record 

BUDAPEST 

Srihari Nataraj broke the 50m 
backstroke National record at 
the FINA World junior 
swimming championships 
here on Thursday. The 18- 
year-old clocked 25.63s as he 
finished third in his heats and 
qualified for the semifinals. 
His previous record, 25.83s, 
came in the World senior 
championships at Gwangju, 
South Korea, last month. 



Hesson denies applying for 
Pakistan job 


NEW DELHI 

Former New Zealand coach 
Mike Hesson on Wednesday 
denied the speculation that 
he has applied for the post of 
Pakistan's cricket team head 
coach. "Just to clarify as 
plenty of speculation about 

.I have not applied for 

the Pakistan Head Coach Role 
with @TheRealPCB. Whoever 
gets the role certainly has 
plenty of talent to work with 
and would be an exciting 
proposition for whoever gets 
the job! #pakistan," Hesson 
tweeted, ani 

Athletes warned over 
podium protests 

LOS ANGELES 

Two US athletes who staged 
podium protests at the recent 
Pan American Games have 
been reprimanded but will 
not face further punishment 
by United States Olympic 
chiefs, USA Today reported 
on Wednesday. Fencer Race 
Imboden and hammer 
thrower Gwen Berry both 
came under fire after 
protesting the policies of 
President Donald Trump as 
they collected medals in 
Lima, afp 



Davide Zappacosta 
completes Roma move 

MILAN 

Chelsea defender Davide 
Zappacosta has joined Roma 
on a six-month loan deal with 
an option to extend until the 
end of the season, the Serie A 
club announced on 
Wednesday. The 27-year-old 
Italian international has at 
the same time extended his 
contract with Chelsea until 
June 2022. afp 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Indian squash took a small 
step towards achieving big 
goals, with the launch of the 
PSA Challenger Tour sup¬ 
ported by HCL. 

“We are keen on holding 
PSA events in India. We want 
a long line of players who 
can perform well at the 
Asian Games, Common¬ 
wealth Games, etc,” said 
Squash Racquets Federation 
of India secretary-general 
Cyrus Poncha at a press con¬ 
ference here on Thursday. 

A $12,000 PSA event for 
men and a $6,000 event for 
women begin at the Jaypee 
Green Sports Complex in 
Greater Noida on Friday. 

“We will be doing four 
PSA events this year,” said 
Rajat Chandolia, the head of 
HCL brand strategy and 
sports initiatives. 

In a 24-player field, 63rd- 
ranlced Vikram Malhotra and 
50th-ranked Farida Mo¬ 
hamed of Egypt will be the 
top seeds. 

Both were pleased with 
the opportunity to play in 
India. 

“It is absolutely amazing 
to have such events at home. 


SPOR TS BUREAU 

LAHTI (FINLAND) 

Anant Jeet Singh Naruka 
shot 116 out of 125, following 
a series of 22,23, 24, 24 and 
23, which placed him 42nd 
among 129 shooters in 
men’s skeet in the Shotgun 
World Cup in here on 
Thursday. 

Luigi Lodde of Italy shot a 
perfect 125 to make the fi¬ 
nal, which closed at 121. 

Asian champion Angad 
Vir Singh Bajwa was 75th 
with a total of 113, following 
rounds of 21, 23, 24, 23 and 
22 . 


SPOR TS BUREAU 

CHONBURI (THAILAND) 

Aditya Khanna was leading 
6-1, 4-2 when Daniel Vijay 
Anand retired in the over-35 
final of the ITF grade-2 se¬ 
niors tennis tournament at 
the Greta Sports Club here 
on Thursday. 

Aditya had earlier fin¬ 
ished runner-up in doubles 
with his brother Ashish. It 
was the second singles title 
this season for Aditya at the 
same venue. 

In the over-40 final, 


We have more good players 
coming up and they deserve 
these tournaments,” said 
Malhotra. 

Farida happy to be back 

The 17-year-old Farida was 
happy to return to India for 
an event, after her successful 
World junior championship 
outing in Chennai last year. 

“It’s not a big tournament, 
but am excited. It will help 
us improve our rankings. We 
have similar conditions in In¬ 
dia and Egypt. I need this 
tournament before the PSA 


Olympian Mairaj Ahmad 
Khan had a tough outing, 
scoring 112. After a strong 
start with a perfect 25, Mai¬ 
raj shot 21,22, 22 and 22. 

Competing in the MQS 
section, Sheeraz Sheikh had 
113, following rounds of 23, 
23,23, 22 and 22. 

The rifle and pistol shoo¬ 
ters, who will be competing 
in their last World Cup of 
the season in Rio de Janeiro, 
have secured seven Olympic 
quota places so far, through 
Anjum Moudgil, Apurvi 
Chandela, Saurabh Chaud- 
hary, Abhishek Verma, Di- 
vyansh Singh Panwar, Rahi 
Sarnobat and Manu Bhaker. 


Krishna Kumar beat compa¬ 
triot Swarandeep Singh 
Dhodi 6-1, 7-5. 

In the over-55 final, the 
1054th ranked Chandra 
Bhushan was beaten 6-3, 6-3 
by the 70th ranked top seed 
Markus Zinkand of 
Germany. 

The results (finals): 

Over-35: Aditya Khanna bt Da¬ 
niel Vijay Anand 6-1, 4-2 
(retired). 

Over-40: Krishna Kumar bt 
Swarandeep Singh Dhodi 6-1, 
7-5. 

Over-55: Markus Zinkand (Ger) 
bt Chandra Bhushan 6-3, 6-3. 


Worlds,” said Farida, a mem¬ 
ber of the gold-winning ju¬ 
nior team. 

There will be an added in¬ 
centive for the women’s 
champion, in the form of a 
guaranteed entry in the 
World Championship to be 
held in Egypt in October. 

The organisers have sche¬ 
duled National junior events 
concurrently to help players 
benefit by watching the pro¬ 
fessionals. 

There will be a National 
junior event from August 26 
at the same venue, to coin- 


Kusal Mendis. -gettyimages 


kiwis IN SL 


REUT ERS 

COLOMBO 

Sri Lanka reached 85 for two 
after losing the wickets of 
Lahiru Thirimanne and Ku- 
sal Mendis on a rain-truncat¬ 
ed opening day in the se¬ 
cond and final Test against 
New Zealand here on 
Thursday. 

Captain Dimuth Karuna- 
ratne continued his rich vein 
of form to remain unbeaten 
on 49 with Angelo Mathews 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

United Kingdom's Becky 
Morgan will return to defend 
her title when the $500,000 
Hero women’s Indian Open 
golf is held at the DLF Golf 
and Country Club at Gurur- 
gram, near here, from Oc¬ 
tober 3 to 6. 

Besides Morgan, 2017 
winner Camelle Chevalier 
will also be part of the crea¬ 
my layer of a formidable 
field. Names like Catriono 
Matthew, former Ladies Eu¬ 
ropean Tour Order of Merit 
winners Beth Allen and 
Becky Brewerton besides 
Tour winners like Meghan 
MacLaren, Marianne Slcar- 
penord are also set to make 
it. 

This will be 10th edition of 
the event as part of the LET. 
Before the entry window 


cide with the PSA event 
semifinals. 

“It is a huge boost for the 
juniors. It will inspire them 
to turn professional, and 
bind them to the game,” said 
former Asian junior cham¬ 
pion and British junior 
champion Velavan 

Senthilkumar. 

The second tournament 
of the Challenger Tour is 
scheduled to be held in 
Chennai from October 12 to 
16. It will be a $20,000 event 
for men and $12,000 event 
for women. 


yet to score as only 36.3 ov¬ 
ers of play were possible due 
to rain and bad light. 

The host, which won the 
opening Test in Galle by six 
wickets, made a watchful 
start after Karunaratne opt¬ 
ed to bat after a lengthy de¬ 
lay in the morning. 

New Zealand’s seamers 
had no joy with the new ball 
and it was left to off-spinner 
William Somerville to strike 
the first blow when he dis¬ 
missed Thirimanne for two. 


closes, the field is likely to 
become stronger in this elite 
event where the winner 
earns $75,000 and even the 
60th-placed golfer gets 
$1,500. 

The home challenge will 
be led by 2016 champion Ad- 
iti Ashok. Winner of the 


Ankita Raina 
bows out 
fighting to 
Allertova 


US OPEN QUALIFYING 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW YORK 

India’s top women’s singles 
player Ankita Raina 
crashed out of the wo¬ 
men’s singles US Open 
qualifying event after a 
hard fought three-set loss 
to Czech Republic’s Denisa 
Allertova. 

Marathon 

The World No. 194 went 
down 7-6(5), 4-6,2-6 to her 
Czech rival in a match that 
lasted two hours and 17 mi¬ 
nutes, on Wednesday 
night. 

Ankita won the first set 
in a tie-breaker but failed 
to keep her momentum as 
Allertova broke the Indian 
to take the second set 
comfortably. 

In the decider, Ankita 
was broken again as she 
conceded the match. 

Nagal to play Polansky 

Sumit Nagal is the only In¬ 
dian left in the qualifiers. 

He is scheduled to play 
Peter Polansky of Canada 
in the second round of the 
qualifiers. 


Sri Lanka - 1st innings: Dim- 
ruth Karunaratne (batting) 49, 
Lahiru Thirimanne c Williamson 
b Somerville 2, Kusal Mendis c 
Watling b de Grandhomme 32, 
Angelo Mathews (batting) 0; 
Extras (b-1, lb-1): 2; Total (for 
two wkts. in 36.3 overs): 85. 
Fall of wickets: 1-29, 2-79. 

New Zealand bowling: Boult 7- 

2- 20-0, Southee 12-4-22-0, de 
Grandhomme 8.3-2-14-1, 
Somerville 6-3-20-1, Ajaz 

3- 1-7-0. 

Toss: Sri Lanka. 


South African Open Diksha 
Dagar will also be around. 

Other prominent Indians 
are Vani Kapoor, current 
domestic Hero Order of Me¬ 
rit leader Gaurika Bishnoi, 
Tvesa Malik and Ridhima Di- 
lawari. 


SPOR TS BUREAU 

SAINT LOUIS (USA) 

A fourth successive draw 
kept Viswanathan Anand in 
joint lead after five rounds of 
the Sinquefield Cup chess 
tournament here on Wed¬ 
nesday. Facing Frenchman 
Maxime Vachier-Lagrave, 
Anand forced a draw with 
black following perpetual 
checks in just 25 moves. 

Anand raised his tally to 
three points, same as over¬ 
night joint leader Fabiano 
Caruana and Ding Liren. 
The third-seeded Chinese 
nailed Anish Giri in 47 
moves to join the leader 
group. 

For the first time, two 
games produced decisive re- 


ASHW IN ACHAL 

BENGALURU 

Rain could once again play a 
deciding role in the Duleep 
Trophy, with India Red tak¬ 
ing the field against India 
Blue at Alur grounds here 
on Friday. 

Only 49 overs of play was 
possible in the first Duleep 
Trophy outing between In¬ 
dia Green and India Blue, as 
showers and a wet outfield 
severely affected proceed¬ 
ings at Just Cricket ground 
here. 

With the city witnessing 
heavy rain on Thursday 
night, and more showers 
predicted for Friday, it 
seems likely that action will 


SPOR TS BUREAU 

CHANDIGARH 

Faisal Qamar capitalised on 
a favourable situation to 
make the finals of both the 
singles and doubles in the 
H00, 000 AITA men’s rank¬ 
ing tennis tournament at the 
CLTA Complex here on 
Thursday. 

It was Hardeep Singh 
Sandhu who led 6-3, 2-6, 5-2 
against Qamar in the semifi¬ 
nals, before a bout of cramps 
dashed his march to victory. 

Hardeep gave a walkover 
in the doubles semifinals as 
well, which benefited Qamar 
in partnership with Jagmeet 
Singh. While Faisal had en¬ 
joyed a walkover from the 
top seed V.M. Ranjeet earlier 
in the day in the quarterfi¬ 
nals, Hardeep had endured 
a tough three setter against 
the fighting Jatin Dahiya. 


SPOR TS BUREAU 

NEW DELHI 

Lalthlamuana netted half-a- 
dozen goals as Mizoram’s 
Saidan Secondary School 
won 13-1 against YSR Sports 
School, Andhra Pradesh 1 in 
a Pool E match of the Subro- 
to Cup international football 
tournament here. 

The results: 

Pool B: Ramakrishna Mission 
Vivekanand Vidyapeeth, Chat- 
tisgarh 7 (Rajesh Korram 3, 
Dasch 2, Ankit 2) bt Maharash¬ 
tra High School and College 0. 
Pool C: Bangladesh 9 (Nur 
Alam 5, Multalim 3, Turiqul) bt 
Fatehabad 0. 

Pool D: Unique Model Acade¬ 
my, Manipur 6 (Y. Monis 3, Th. 
Ibochouba, Th. Ibopishak and 
Ch. Akash) bt Air Force School 
0. Pool E: Saidan Secondary 


School, Mizoram 13 (Lalthla¬ 
muana 6, Hunmawia 3, C. Mal- 
sawminkea 3, F. Larutfela) bt 
YSR Sports School, Andhra 
Pradesh 1 (B Janardhan). 

Pool F: Govt. Model High 
School, Chandigarh 2 (Gurnaj 
Singh, Thorcham) bt NCC NER 
0. Pool G: GOHS Edathanat- 
tuara, Kerala 6 (L. Nongtomv- 
ba 2, H. Tuboi, Aris Khan, J. 
Haokip and Y. Rohit Singh) bt 
Sainik School, IPSC 0; Mamta 
Modern Senior Secondary 
School, Delhi 1 (Sidharth Ku¬ 
mar) drew with Sainik School, 
Jharkhand 1 (Bunty Kumar-og). 
Pool H: District War Sepngi 
Christian Higher Sec. School, 
Meghalaa 13 (Rimakhraw Kha- 
rumnuid 3, Wansiendor Neng- 
nong 2, Benzeer Majaw, Rym- 
bai, K. Budnah, H. Rangdkhew, 
Khongwar, Lyngdoh, S. 
Rangdkhew and Lang Kharja- 
na) bt The Sanskaar Valley 
School, Madhya Pradesh 0. 


Indians disappoint 


SHOOTING 


Aditya wins 35+ title 



Fruitful endeavour: Aditya Khanna poses with his over-35 
winner's and doubles runner-up trophies. 

■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


TENNIS 


Sri Lanka makes slow progress 


Skipper Karunaratne anchoring innings with a patient 49 



Got him! Colin de Grandhomme, centre, and teammates celebrate the dismissal of 


SCOREBOARD 


Morgan to defend Indian Open title 



The prize: Tvesa Malik, Neha Tripathi, Amandeep Drall and 
Gaurika Bishnoi with the Hero women's Indian Open golf 
trophy. ■ special arrangement 


Lalthlamuana slots six 
in Saidan’s massive win 


SUBROTO CUP 


Millennium City Marathon on December 1 


new delhi: The Millennium City 
Marathon (MCM), conceptual¬ 
ised by Abhishek Mishra, Ultra¬ 
man & Ironman triathlete, with 
a vision to spreading the impor¬ 
tance of fitness across all age- 
groups, will be held here on De¬ 
cember 1. 

The event will be dedicated to 


creating awareness on water 
conservation. 

Milind Soman, who complet¬ 
ed the Ironman challenge in 
2015 and the Ultraman in 2017 
along with Mishra, will be the 
brand ambassador for the Apol¬ 
lo Tyres MCM. 

In a first, the event will in¬ 


clude a 5km race for runners 
aged 12 to 17. 

The registrations for each of 
the categories (full, half, 10km 
speed challenge, corporate 
champions) will be open until 
November 15 or until the slots 
are full. Registration may be 
done at mcm.tabono.in. 


ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT, CHANDIGARH ADMINISTRATION, U.T., CHANDIGARH 

E-TENDER NOTICE 

The Executive Engineer C.P. Division No.6, U.T. Chandigarh invites online the Percentage rate tenders on behalf of the President of India from eligible reputed contractors/agencies fulfilling 


the eligibility criteria mentioned below which shall be uploaded and received on http://etenders.chd.nic.in/nicgep. 


Sr. 

No 

Name of Work 

Estimated Tender Amount 

Earnest 

Money 

Time Limit 

Last date of 
submission of Bid 

Date of 

Opening of Bid 

1 

CONSTRUCTION OF 216 NOS. TYPE-II HOUSES 
AT CHANDIGARH ARMED POLICE COMPLEX, 
VILLAGE DHANAS, U.T. CHANDIGARH 

(COMPOSITE WORK). 

(a) Civil Component: Rs. 40,99,40,700/- 

(b) PH Services: Rs. 5,50,70,920/- 

(c) Electrical Installation: Rs. 1.87.86.233/- Total : Rs. 48.37.97.853/- 

Rs. 

58,37,979/- 

18 Months 

05/09/2019 
11:00 AM 

05/09/2019 
12:00 PM 


Executive Engineer, C.P. Division No.6, 2 nd Floor, Additional Deluxe Building, Sector 9-D,U.T. 
_ Chandigarh.Ph. No. 0172-2740094, E-mail: xencp6@gmail.com 
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Akshay Kumar ranks 
fourth in Forbes list 

LOS ANGELES 

With earnings of $65 million, 
Bollywood actor Akshay 
Kumar has beaten Hollywood 
stars like Chris Evans and Will 
Smith to secure fourth place 
in the Forbes' annual list of 
world's highest paid actors. 
Dwayne Johnson ($89.4 
million), Chris Hemsworth 
($76.4 million) and Robert 
Downey Jr ($66 million) are 
the top three on the list, pti 



Priyanka, Pedro Pascal to 
star in We Can Be Heroes 


LOS ANGELES 

Actor Priyanka Chopra is set 
to share screen space with 
Pedro Pascal, Christian Slater 
and Boyd Holbrook in Robert 
Rodriguez's Netflix feature 
l/l/e Con Be Heroes. Rodriguez, 
who most recently helmed 
Aiita: Battle Angel, will direct 
and produce the movie from 
his own script, pti 



Netflix project endorsed 
by Obamas makes debut 


NEW YORK 

A documentary about a U.S. 
glass factory that is run by a 
Chinese investor debuted on 
Wednesday on Netflix as the 
streaming service's first 
project backed by Michelle 
and Barack Obama's new 
production company. The 
film, which explores workers' 
rights and globalisation, looks 
at a culture clash between 
the factory's employees, ap 


Giant guitar made from scrap 
metal enters record books 

The ‘art from waste’ exhibit is on display at an ITI in Odisha 


Microplastics in drinking water 
not a health risk for now: WHO 

The UN body has called for more research into potential future threats 



Global problem: Plastic fibres are ubiquitous in the 
environment and have been found in drinking water. ■ ap 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

GENEVA 

The World Health Organiza¬ 
tion (WHO) said on Thursday 
that the level of microplas¬ 
tics in drinking water is not 
yet dangerous for humans 
but called for more research 
into potential future risk. 

In its first report into the 
effects of microplastics on 
human health, WHO looked 
into the specific impact of 
microplastics in tap and bot¬ 
tled water. 

“The headline message is 
to reassure drinking water 
consumers around the 
world, that based on this as¬ 
sessment, our assessment of 
the risk is that it’s low,” said 
Bruce Gordon, WHO coordi¬ 
nator of water and 
sanitation. 

WHO said that data on the 
presence of microplastics in 


drinking water is currently li¬ 
mited, with few reliable stu¬ 
dies, making it difficult to 
analyse the results. 

WHO has called on re¬ 
searchers to conduct a more 
in-depth evaluation into mi¬ 
croplastics and the potential 
impact on human health. 


The organisation has also 
urged a crackdown on plas¬ 
tic pollution to benefit the 
environment and reduce hu¬ 
man exposure to microplas¬ 
tics. The report said that ir¬ 
respective of human health 
risks caused by microplas¬ 
tics in drinking water, “mea¬ 


sures should be taken by pol¬ 
icymakers and the public to 
better manage plastics and 
reduce the use of plastics 
where possible”. 

WHO said that microplas¬ 
tics larger than 150 micro¬ 
metres are not likely to be 
absorbed by the human bo¬ 
dy but said the chance of ab¬ 
sorbing very small micro¬ 
plastic particles, including 
nano-sized plastics, could be 
higher, although it said data 
is limited. 

“We urgently need to 
know more about the health 
impact of microplastics be¬ 
cause they are everywhere,” 
said Maria Neira, director of 
the Public Health Depart¬ 
ment at WHO, in a state¬ 
ment. 

“We also need to stop the 
rise in plastic pollution 
worldwide,” she added. 


STAFF REPORTER 

BERHAMPUR 

A 70-foot-tall guitar built 
from metal waste by stu¬ 
dents of the Odisha govern¬ 
ment-managed Berhampur 
Industrial Training Institute 
(ITI) has entered the Asia 
Book of Records and India 
Book of Records. 

The guitar, built from me¬ 
tal waste left by the Titli and 
Fani cyclones, has been 
drawing attention from sev¬ 
eral quarters. 

“Following this record¬ 
making feat, officials of sev¬ 
eral major companies like 
Lava, Samsung, Yamaha 
have started contacting us 
with enquiries about our 
students and their technical 
skills. This will surely in¬ 
crease employability of our 
students in major compa¬ 
nies of the State and en¬ 
hance our campus place- 



The metal guitar put 
together by 150 students. 

■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


ment,” said Raj at Kumar 
Panigrahy, principal, 
ITI-Berhampur. 

The students, too, are en¬ 
thused that the achievement 
will increase the scope for 
their placements. 


According to a communi¬ 
que from the Asia Book of 
Records to the institute, the 
sculpted guitar, made from 
waste materials by 150 stu¬ 
dents in three months and 
22 days, has been included 
in the ‘grandmaster’ catego¬ 
ry. The category caters to re¬ 
cord holders of the India 
Book of Records, which 
makes them eligible for the 
Asia Book of Records. 

Now, the institute is ap¬ 
proaching the Guinness 
World Records for 
recognition. 

The guitar is now a part of 
an open air museum of “art 
from waste” being deve¬ 
loped on the campus. 

On display are eight other 
artefacts, including a 32.3- 
foot-high giraffe made of 
iron rods and a 13.6-foot-tall 
model of the Hollywood mo¬ 
vie character Predator. 


Fly me to the moon 



One for the album: The first Moon image that was captured by Chandrayaan-2's Vikram lander 
from a height of about 2,650 km above the lunar surface on Wednesday. Mare Orientale basin 
and the Apollo crater are identified in the picture. ■ isro 


Test the ashes, 
says Netaji’s 
daughter 


Those criticising Gumnaami 
are misinformed, says director 

‘Film explores 3 theories and does not give any verdict’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

ICO L KATA 

Filmmaker Srijit Mukherjee, 
who has directed the up¬ 
coming film Gumnaani, said 
that those opposing the film 
were “misinformed” about 
it. The film is being opposed 
by a section of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose’s family and 
leaders of the All India For¬ 
ward Bloc for its alleged 
“portrayal of Netaji as Gum¬ 
naami Baba”. 

Speaking to The Hindu, 
Mr. Mukherjee asserted that 
the film does not say that Ne¬ 
taji was Gumnaami Baba. Ac¬ 
cording to the director, the 



A poster of Gumnaami. 

■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


film’s poster and teaser have 
clearly shown that the film 
explores three theories re¬ 
garding Netaji’s death and 


does not give any verdict. 
The theories dealt with in 
the film are the plane crash 
theory, the death in Russia 
theory and the Gumnaami 
Baba theory. 

“It raises questions and 
leaves it open to the au¬ 
dience,” Mr. Mukherjee said. 
Those who are opposed to 
the film “are either misin¬ 
formed or are misinterpret¬ 
ing it on purpose. I don’t 
know on what purpose,” the 
director stated. 

The film is being pro¬ 
duced by Shri Venkatesh 
Productions with Prosenjit 
Chatterjee in the lead role. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

ICOLKATA 

Amid a fresh row over the 
mystery surrounding Neta¬ 
ji Subhas Chandra Bose’s 
death, his daughter on 
Thursday sought Prime Mi¬ 
nister Narendra Modi’s in¬ 
tervention for a DNA test of 
the ashes believed to be of 
the leader. 

Anita Bose Pfaff said she 
shared the belief that her 
father had died in the air 
crash on August 18, 1945. 
Ms. Pfaff said she would 
like to meet Japanese auth¬ 
orities to request them to 
allow a DNA test of the ash¬ 
es, believed to be Bose’s, 
kept at the Renkoji temple 
in Japan. 


Big data helps confront complex disasters 

Flood and cyclone forecasting now relies on computer simulations and machine learning 



Clear count: Data can come from a range of sources, including 
satellite imagery, drone videos and social media. ■ afp 


Russia launches rocket with 
humanoid robot into space 

Fedor will be trained to assist astronauts on the ISS 



. J| "' i 'll 

All set: The Fedor robot before being loaded into a Soyuz 
capsule. ■ ROSCOSMOS SPACE agency/ap 


REUT ERS 

BANGKOK 

Technological innovations - 
from unique digital identities 
for drought-hit farmers to 
use of data from drones and 
social media - can better 
predict increasingly com¬ 
plex disasters in the Asia- 
Pacific region and limit their 
impact on vulnerable peo¬ 
ple, the United Nations said 
in a report on Thursday. 

Rising global tempera¬ 
tures have increased the fre¬ 
quency and intensity of 
floods, cyclones and 
droughts in the region, mak¬ 
ing it harder to accurately fo¬ 
recast and monitor them, ac¬ 
cording to the report by the 
U.N.’s Asia-Pacific social 
agency (UNESCAP). 

But “big data innovations 
- using the large data sets 
from mobile phone tracking 
to satellite platforms - reveal 
patterns, trends, and asso¬ 
ciations of complex disaster 
risks,” said Armida Alisjah- 
bana, UNESCAP’s executive 
secretary. 

“These help us under¬ 


stand, monitor and predict 
the risk of extreme and slow- 
onset events, and address 
the key challenges of the 
new climate reality,” she 
said. 

The Asia-Pacific region is 
particularly vulnerable to cli¬ 
mate-related threats, with 
more fatalities and greater 
economic damage from 
disasters. 

Since 1970, natural disas¬ 
ters in the region have killed 
two million people - 59% of 
the global death toll for that 
period, according to 
UNESCAP. 

Disasters also cause more 
damage in Asia and the Pacif¬ 
ic, measured as a percentage 
of GDP, than the rest of the 
world, and this gap has been 
widening, the report 
showed. 

But technological innova¬ 
tions are already reducing 
some of that vulnerability, 
the report said. 

“Technology can help 
identify and locate those 
most at risk, to warn them 
ahead of a disaster, and de¬ 


liver targeted relief after¬ 
wards,” said Tiziana Bona- 
pace, director of UNESCAP’s 
disaster risk reduction divi¬ 
sion in Bangkok. 

Extreme weather 

“While extreme weather is 
the new normal, the number 
of deaths from climate-relat¬ 
ed events is decreasing due 
to advances in technology, 
including better early warn¬ 
ing systems and measures to 
mitigate impact,” she said. 

Big data refers to the ana¬ 


lysis of very large data sets to 
reveal patterns, trends and 
associations. The data can 
come from a range of sourc¬ 
es, including satellite imag¬ 
ery, drone videos, simula¬ 
tions, crowdsourcing, social 
media and global positioning 
systems. 

Flood and cyclone fore¬ 
casting now relies on compu¬ 
ter simulations, with ma¬ 
chine learning helping to 
predict the location and se¬ 
verity of floods. 

Sensor webs and the Inter¬ 


net of Things have enabled 
efficient earthquake early- 
warning systems, while re¬ 
mote sensing via satellites 
and drones provide quick as¬ 
sessments of damage and pe¬ 
ople affected, and help prior¬ 
itise relief efforts. 

“The substantial reduc¬ 
tions in mortalities and eco¬ 
nomic losses due to ty¬ 
phoons in north and east 
Asia over the last three de¬ 
cades can be attributed to 
big data applications,” Ms. 
Alisjahbana said. 

Technological advances 
are expected to become 
more important as warming 
temperatures cause a rise in 
the number and duration of 
heat waves and droughts, 
particularly in semi-arid and 
arid areas in north and cen¬ 
tral Asia, the UNESCAP re¬ 
port said. 

Cyclone intensity and 
flooding is also expected to 
increase, with serious im¬ 
pacts for coastal areas in 
southeast Asia, and extreme 
rainfall also a threat for 
south Asia. 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

MOSCOW 

Russia on Thursday 
launched an unmanned 
rocket carrying a life-size hu¬ 
manoid robot that will 
spend 10 days learning to as¬ 
sist astronauts on the Inter¬ 
national Space Station. 

Named Fedor, short for 
Final Experimental Demon¬ 
stration Object Research, 
the robot is the first ever 
sent up by Russia. 

Fedor blasted off in a Soy¬ 
uz MS-14 spacecraft from 
Russia’s Baikonur cosmo¬ 
drome in Kazakhstan. The 
Soyuz is set to dock with the 
space station on Saturday 
and stay till September 7. 

Soyuz ships are normally 
manned on such trips, but 
on Thursday no humans are 
travelling in order to test a 
new emergency rescue sys¬ 
tem. Fedor, also known as 
Slcybot F850, was strapped 
into a specially adapted pi¬ 
lot’s seat, with a small Rus¬ 


sian flag in hand. “Let’s go. 
Let’s go,” the robot was 
heard saying during launch, 
repeating the famous phrase 
used by first man in space 
Yuri Gagarin. 

The silvery anthropomor¬ 
phic robot stands 1.80 
metres tall and weighs 160 
kg. Fedor has Instagram and 
Twitter accounts with posts 
saying it is learning new 


skills such as opening a bot¬ 
tle of water. In the station, it 
will trial those manual skills 
in very low gravity. 

On the website of one of 
the state backers of the pro¬ 
ject, the Foundation of Ad¬ 
vanced Research Projects, 
Fedor is described as poten¬ 
tially useful on Earth for 
working in high radiation 
environments. 


London Zoo takes up tricky task 

Hundreds of animals are assessed during annual check-up 



Curious duo: Meerkats are weighed on a scale during a 
photocall at London Zoo on Thursday, -afp 


Model devised to study spread of breast cancer 

Converted cells can migrate through microscopic passages, according to the IIT-G and IISc researchers 


REUT ERS 

LONDON 

Bullfrogs, pythons and pen¬ 
guins were among creatures 
being coaxed onto the scales 
at London Zoo this week for 
the annual check on their 
weight and size. 

The check-up allows 
keepers to assess the ani¬ 
mals’ general health, find 
out about pregnancies, 
when they are about to 
moult, and help to adminis¬ 
ter medicines according to 
their weight, the Zoological 
Society of London (ZSL) 
said. 

The information is shared 
with zoos around the world 
by ZSL, a charity devoted to 
the worldwide conservation 
of animals and their habi¬ 



tats. But actually getting ani¬ 
mals to stand up and be 
measured is no easy task, in¬ 
volving for example tricking 
penguins into walking over 
scales as they line up for 
their morning feed or hang¬ 
ing breakfast from up high to 



encourage lions to reach up 
to their full height. 

“We have to know the vi¬ 
tal statistics of every animal 
at the zoo, from the tallest gi¬ 
raffe to the tiniest ant,” said 
ZSL’s assistant curator 
Teague Stubbington. 



SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GUWAHATI 

Researchers of two premier 
research institutes in India 
have collaborated to devise 
an experimental model for 
studying a medical 
complication - the spread of 
breast cancer cells to other 
parts of the body through 
blood. 

A team of researchers 
from the Indian Institute of 
Technology-Guwahati (IIT-G) 
and the Bengaluru-based 
Indian Institute of Science 
(IISc) collaborated for the 
project. 

The team, led by IIT-G’s 
Siddhartha Sanlcar Ghosh 
and Gautam Biswas and 



IISc’s Mohit Kumar Jolly, 
comprised IIT-G’s Amaresh 
Dalai, research fellow Binita 
Nath, and research scholars 
Anil Bidlcar and Vilcash 
Kumar. Their work was 
published in the latest 
edition of the Journal of 
Clinical Medicine published 
from Switzerland. 

“While breast cancer 
starts as a local disease, 
cancer can grow and spread 
to other organs, in a process 
called metastasis, the most 
devastating attribute of the 
disease. We do not yet fully 
know the molecular and 
cellular mechanisms of 
breast cancer metastasis, 
and this hinders the 




development of treatment 
protocols that can prevent 
or treat cancer spread,” 
Prof. Ghosh said. 

“Our bodies are made up 
of billions of cells of various 
types and various types of 
cancers start from different 
types of cells, and breast 
cancer starts in epithelial 


cells,” he added. Epithelial 
cells are found in skin and as 
lining for all organs inside 
the body as well as body 
parts such as the breast and 
the insides of the chest 
cavity. 

It has been known that 
cancer cells migrate from 
their point of origin to other 
parts of the body by 
transforming into other 
types of cells such as 
mesenchymal causing 
secondary cancer, the 
researchers said. 

The experimental model. 
Dr. Biswas explained, was 
designed to mimic broken 
membranes through which 
cancer cells find their way 


into the blood stream. 

“Epithelial-to- 
mesenchymal (EMT) 
transition is known to be an 
important factor in cancer 
spread, but how the 
converted cells travel to the 
blood vessels and undergo 
reverse transition at the 
secondary sites has hitherto 
not been completely 
understood. Our effort was 
to understand this through 
the model,” he said. 

The team found that the 
EMT cells had enhanced 
migratory properties and 
retained 50% viability, even 
after migration constricted, 
microscopic passages 
developed for the model. 
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Wonder 


The Drive East festival in New 
York and San Francisco 
showcases Indian arts in an 
intimate setting 
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Reaching out: 

Bijayini Sathpathy in 
performance 


INSIDE 


The magician of 
Majuli 



Keeping the art of 
mask-making alive, 
SNA awardee Hem 
Chandra Goswami 
hopes the tradition 
will become more 
popular P3 


‘Hard work is 
more important 
than results’ 



Violinist Delhi R. 


Sridhar, winner of the 
Ustad Bismillah Khan 
Yuva Puraskar, 
dedicates the award 
to his gurus P5 


A many-tiered 
affair 



A new collection of 
poems provides a 
nuanced perspective 
on the life of a father 

P7 


Master of grace 



Remembering 
Khayyam through an 
incident that reflects 
his childlike simplicity 

P8 
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Facets of the master 

Playing hide and seek with rhythm, Pt 
Madhup Mudgal displayed his distinct 
style at “Raag Sandhya” in Delhi 

MANJARI SINHA 


O ne saw two different facets of renowned vocalist Pt. Madhup 
Mudgal this past week. One on the occasion of Nemi Shati at 
Triveni and the other for 100th edition of Music Apprecia¬ 
tion Promotion (MAP) at the IIC respectively. 

The Nemi Shati ‘Raag Sandhya’ with Pandit Madhup Mudgal, was 
presented by Natarang Pratishthan as part of the ‘Nemi Shati Sama- 
roh’, a year-long celebration on the birth centenary of Nemi Chan¬ 
dra Jain, a poet, theatre critic, editor and author. The centenary ce¬ 
lebrations were heralded at the IIC with the Nemi Chandra Jain 
Memorial Lecture delivered by the renowned historian Romila Tha- 
par, a photo exhibition on the life and works of Nemi Ji and launch 
of a special edition of Natarang, the Theatre Quarterly. 

Triveni Sabhagaar, redolent with incense like drone of Tanpura, 
was filled with eager listeners when Pt. Madhup Mudgal opened the 
Raga-Sandhya with raga Miyan Malhar. Invoking the swaras of the 
monsoon raga with an introductory alaap, he proceeded with “Ka¬ 
rim naam tero...”, a well-known Sadarang bandish set to vilambit 
Ek-tala. Dr. Vinay Mishra on harmonium, Shambhu Nath Bhatta- 
charya on tabla and two of his disciples Vivek Bhola and Khushal 
Sharma were there on tanpuras to provide him support for his vivid 
portrayal of the raga. 

The principal characteristics of his guru Pt. Kumar Gandharva’s 
distinct style were evident from the very opening ‘Sur-Lagav’, when 
he touched the shadja from a nuanced nishad, an innuendo totally 
different from the cliched use of both Komal and Shuddha Nishad to 
reach shadja, as conventionally done in this raga. The greatest gift 
Madhup has got from his guru is perhaps the love for Sahitya, the 
lyrical text of the bandish, taking care of not just the meaning of the 
words but also their pronunciation with an awareness of the ‘Swar 
and Vyanjan’ vowels and consonants, ‘I-kar’ in this case in Karim, 
or ‘A-kar’ in ‘naam’ bringing out the deeper shades of emotion. He 
also sings fully contained and never fidgets with his voice or ragas. 

After the detailed treatment of the traditional bada lchayal sung 
with quiet aplomb, the chhota lchayal ‘Ja jyo re badarawa...” in Teen- 
tal, a composition of Kumar Ji, inspired by “Meghdoot” of Kalidas, 
had sumptuous shower of taans. He also sang a couple of composi¬ 
tions in raga Gaud-Malhar set to Teentala and Drut Ek-Tala, but to 
break the monotony of Malhars, he sang a breathtaking Bhoop in 
between. The bandish “Mai Gosaiyaan...” set to an elegantly off-beat 
Addha Thelca of Teen-tala, was adorned with sargam and aalcar 
taans, playing hide and seek with the rhythm. 

The Raga-Sandhya offered not just a variety of ragas but different 
flavours of their treatment too. The Mishra-Maru-Bihag composi¬ 
tion “Eri neend nahin aaye” for instance, sounded like a Bandishi 
Thumri, treated with the languorous ‘Bol-Banav’ (instead of the fas¬ 
ter 'Bol-Baant') intensifying the ‘Viraha’ Bhava with the poignant 
use of‘Shuddha Madhyam’. Madhup concluded with a couple of Ka- 
bir Bhajans, which were his own compositions in different ragas for 
a contrasting effect. 

The popular MAP series 
of IIC celebrated its 100th 
episode with Pt. Madhup 
Mudgal in conversation with 
senior journalist S. Ranjit Sa- 
hay, where one saw him 
play guitar and sing his first 
ever composed song from 
school days and heard him 
talk about his musical jour¬ 
ney right from early child¬ 
hood as the son of Pt.Vinay 
Chandra Maudgalya coming 
in close contact with the 
musical stalwarts, about his 
tutelage under his parents, 

Pt. Vasant Thalcar, Pt. Jasraj 
and Pt. Kumar Gandharva 
and his evolution as a vocal¬ 
ist, composer, conductor 
and composer of Gandharva 
Choir, an administrator and 
Principal of Gandharva Ma- 
havidyalaya. 




In “Brihadeeswara”, 
Bharatanatyam maestro 
Bala Devi Chandrasekhar 
delved into the depths 
of the famous Thanjavur 
architectural marvel 


Rising to the occasion Bala Devi Chandrasekhar ■ photo credit ravi mishra 


RANEE KUMAR 


T he multi-dimension¬ 
al production, ‘Bri¬ 
hadeeswara - Form 
to formless’ was more 
than dance and drama on 
stage. It adhered to the 
Natya Shastra in letter 
and spirit. But that is 
what is expected of Bha¬ 
ratanatyam maestro Bala 
Devi Chandrasekhar’s 
thematic presentations. 
They are never singular in 
the sense of concentrat¬ 
ing on dance and music 
like the regular perfor¬ 
mances one gets to see. 
Her productions are true 
to the word ‘Natya’, ex¬ 
ploring the range of raga, 
taal, prose, poetry and 
myriad other aspects of 
dance including 

storytelling. 

Myriad facets 

Her latest presentation 
which was premiered at 
the UNESCO delved into 
the depths of the famous 
Thanjavur architectural 
marvel- the temple of Bri¬ 
hadeeswara (lord Shiva) 
through the eyes of a De- 
vadasi (Devaraadiyal/tem- 
ple dancer). Set to four 
acts, it begins with cus¬ 
tomary salutation to lord 
Ganesha in Naata raga 
(traditional introductory 
raga) and launches into 
an eulogy of the ravishing 
beauty of the Devaraadi- 
yal. This is juxtaposed to 
the structural beauty of 
the majestic temple. The 
statuesque Bala personi¬ 
fied the temple dancer. 
Her exquisite postures 


and coy expressions were 
admirable. 

As the temple dancer 
she undertook the ‘Kailai- 
ula’ ( Mallari) with grace 
and lithe movements em¬ 
ulating the various musi¬ 
cal instruments as she 
danced to their rhythm as 
an auspicious welcome to 
the processional deity 
perched on a palanquin 
up to the threshold of the 
sanctum. Lines from the 
Thevaram as if sung by 
priests interlaced the solo 
dance. With eyes brim¬ 
ming with piety at the 
sight of the lord from afar, 
Bala made for a pictures¬ 
que depiction of the en¬ 
tire scene. 

Parallel to the unparal¬ 
leled physical beauty of 
the Devadasi, stands the 
imposing temple struc¬ 
ture with the number five 
as a metaphor for five ele¬ 
ments, five doorways to 
the sanctum, five sylla¬ 
bles of the Panchakshari 
(Om namah Shivaye) and 
so on which were brought 
out with astounding clari¬ 
ty of mudras and ingenui¬ 
ty by the artiste. Right 
from the sculpted guards 
(dwarpalak) on either 
side of the main temple to 
every sculpture on its 
stone edifice had a signifi¬ 
cance that was extolled 
by song and dance. 

The teermanam with 
Om namah Shivaye re¬ 
frain was done with a 
flourish. Bala’s springi¬ 
ness was something to be 
admired as she executed 
agile footwork taking up 
the entire stage space 


with lightning speed as 
she traced the varied taal, 
rhythmic patterns and 
pace (gati) that were so pi¬ 
votal to this solo presen¬ 
tation. It was like an 
amazing demonstration 
of how diverse taal could 
be integrated and woven 
into the fabric of the 
theme without a crease! 
Despite the linearity of 
this dance form, the ar¬ 
tiste used her own virtu¬ 
osity in body kinetics - a 
small spiralling move of 
the torso (kulukku) that 
lent an aesthetic touch 
and authenticity to the 
persona, viz Devadasi, 
the chief narrator. 

Sacred space 

The inner sanctum of the 
towering Shiva ling (Bri¬ 
hadeeswara) is the most 
sanctified of the five ele¬ 
ments - the Akasha 
(space). This sacred space 
is again apposite to the 
soul of the Devadasi who 
is literally in the service of 
her lord Brihadeeswara. 
Her devotion transcends 
the mundane just like the 
Akash tatwa (space as¬ 
pect). 

She visualises her lord 
in every worldly chore 
she undertakes as part 
and parcel of her duty. 
Her only worldly desire is 
to have a glimpse of the 
cosmic dancer in action. 
She has a vision wherein 
she sees His consort Uma 
leading the taal (rhythm) 
to the divine dance. The 
masculine dance of lord 
Shiva could have been 
brisk and wrought with 


more footwork patterns 
at this juncture, but Bala’s 
was a simple structured 
dance with optimum 
footwork and jumps. The 
narrative goes on in this 
manner filled with va¬ 
rious anecdotes that dot 
the temple history - the 
Raja Raja Chola and his 
family who are chief cus¬ 
todians of the temple, the 
frescos that convey a 
thousand stories of the 
monks and poets - all de¬ 
vout Shiva bhalcts to 
whom the lord revealed 
Himself at different junc¬ 
tures and showered them 
with immortality. 

The folk song of the 
gypsies - the tribal devo¬ 
tees so dear to lord Briha¬ 
deeswara - to tilting raga 
was a pleasure to watch 
and the wrap up with tra¬ 
ditional tillana wherein 
the Devadasi is shown as 
absorbing the five-sylla¬ 
bled mantra and the 
mighty edifice, her own 
physical beauty and tran¬ 
scends to the stage of ulti¬ 
mate reality which awa¬ 
kens in her innermost 
being and frees her from 
all worldly shackles. The 
form merges into the 
formless divine. To be 
able to encapsulate an ep¬ 
ic-proportioned narrative 
into a time-bound perfor¬ 
mance is commendable. 

The briefing in English 
did serve its purpose to 
the non-Tamil audiences 
but not to a desirable ex¬ 
tent. India International 
Centre played host to the 
show. 
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The magician of Majuli 

Keeping the art of mask-making alive and thriving, Sangeet Natak Akademi Awardee Hem Chandra Goswami hopes the 

tradition will become more popular and sustainable 


S. RAVI 





M ention the name Majuli, 
and the image of a river is¬ 
land in the vast expanse of 
Assam’s Brahmaputra comes to 
mind. Majuli has the unique dis¬ 
tinction of being declared as the 
first river island in 2006, but much 
before that it carved a niche for it¬ 
self by being a repository of Assa¬ 
mese art and culture. The place 
boasts of many monastic centres or 
satras, preserving and practising 
music, dance and art. 

Standing tall among these practi¬ 
tioners is Hem Chandra Goswami, 
the sattriya (member) of Samaguri 
Satra. Acclaimed nationally and in¬ 
ternationally for making life-like 
masks, he has been recently con¬ 
ferred the Sangeet Natak Akademi 
Award 2018. Be it the fiery Surpa- 
nakha or the fearsome Ravana, the 
masks with the contours, colours, 
hair and get-up, gives chills to the 
viewers. Likewise, those depicting 
Narasimha, Hanuman and Garuda, 
with their finely etched features, 
while keeping the audience in awe, 
convey their personality emphati¬ 
cally. Such is the magic wielded by 
Goswami. 

The art of mask-making in Assam 
traces its origin to Srimanta Sanlcar- 
deva, a social and cultural reform¬ 
er, who propounded the neo-Vaish- 
navite movement in 15 th Century. 
“He wrote a dramatic composition 
called Ankiya Nat’ which is called 
Bhaona in Assamese. He took sto¬ 
ries from Bhagavad Gita and Ra- 
mayana and wrote six Ankiya Nat’ 
in Brajawali language (a mixed lan¬ 
guage of Assamese and Maithili). 
These are ‘Rama Vijaya’, ‘Parijata 
Haran’, ‘Kaliya Damana’, ‘Rukmini 
Haran’, ‘Keli Gopala’ and ‘Patni Pra- 
sada’. In these dramas, some cha¬ 
racters had overwhelming perso¬ 
nalities which could not be 
portrayed by a human face. There¬ 
fore, Sankardeva introduced the 


Chiselling tales (Clockwise from top) Hem Chandra Goswami with a bamboo 
sculpture; mask performance, mask of Garuda, mask of Subahu; Narasimha 
full mask; the artist making a Hanuman mask 

■ COURTESY PARIJAT HARAN 


ly get a 
fillip. 
The Sukumar 
Kala Peeth, Gos¬ 
wami currently 
heads, too has 
contributed 
immensely 
in popula- 


plaining the mask-making process 
in detail, Goswami says: “We start 
by using bamboo sticks to make the 
framework of the face. Then the 
sticky potters’ clay smeared on cot¬ 
ton cloth strips are pasted on the 
frame. A mix of clay and cow dung 
is used to etch out the contours of 
the specific character. Thereafter, a 
cloth is wrapped to complete the 
shape. The final step is colouring 
and polishing. Either natural co¬ 
lours from flowers, leaves and tree 
bark are used or those avail¬ 
able in the market.” 

Goswami not only 
mastered the age-old 
skill but has also played 
a pioneering role by in¬ 
corporating innovations 
in the mask. These in¬ 
clude the speaking 
and movable 
masks and some 
with moving eyes. 

“The jaw and eye 
movement give a touch 
of realism to the 
masks, thereby 
engaging view¬ 
ers,” he re¬ 
marks. He made 
these changes 
when perform¬ 
ing “Sita Haran 
Bali Bodh”, in which all 
the artists don masks, to 
give a touch of novelty 
to the performance. “I 
thought it will make 
the dialogue ren¬ 
dering fluent and 


acting easy while allowing artists to 
see the audience during the perfor¬ 
mance.” Some of the masks with 
these attributes include Putana, Ba¬ 
li and Sugreeva. 

Stretching his imagery further 
Goswami created bamboo sculp¬ 
tures. Using bamboo strips and the 
local basket weaving style, he came 
up with beautiful pieces. These 
depict Sattriya and Bihu dances, 
yoga postures, Hanuman and Garu¬ 
da, etc. “I feel there is tremendous 
potential in bamboo sculpture as 
the raw material is abundant and 
there are many talented young¬ 
sters, who can infuse it with aes¬ 
thetics,” says Goswami. He feels 
that since these sculptures make 
fine decoration and gift items, this 
art can provide livelihood to the 
young. 

Negating the prevailing view that 
the craft is gradually fading into 
oblivion, Goswami pins hopes on 
the inquisitiveness of the young¬ 
sters about this art to attract talent. 
“Teaching this tradition through 
gurukul system has drawn new and 
eager learners. Many have learnt 
this art through workshops, semi¬ 
exhibitions and de- 
stration 


pro¬ 
grammes.” 
With con¬ 
noisseurs 
and others 
eager to buy 
these aes¬ 
thetic and at¬ 
tractive 
masks as wall 
hangings and 
decoration 
pieces, 
Goswami 
feels the 
art will 
certain¬ 


concept of mask and depicted them 
in Bhaona,” explains Goswami. 
Some of the specific characters for 
whom masks are used include that 
of Maricha, Subahu, Taraka, Kalia 
Nag, etc. “Masks help to enhance 
the performance and dramatic ef¬ 
fect of these characters, which 
would not be possible by facial ex¬ 
pressions alone,” adds Goswami. 


Making of a master 

So fascinating were the masks 
and their making, that Goswami 
started learning the craft when he 
was merely 10. His father, Rudra- 
kanta Deva Goswami, a prominent 
mask maker and sattriya artist, was 
his guru. Goswami fond¬ 
ly recalls his father mak¬ 
ing the masks in the 
namghar (temple). “Sit¬ 
ting by his side, we 
watched intently his 
hands moving deftly 
making the structure 
with bamboo splints. 
And from them would 
emerge the mask of Tara¬ 
ka, Maricha, Ravana, Bali 
and others. Watching 
him closely, we too start¬ 
ed, being guided by him 
at every stage.” 

While eco-friendly be¬ 
came the buzz word re¬ 
cently, these masks fitted 
that description perfect¬ 
ly. The material used to 
make them are bio-de- 
gradable and incidental¬ 
ly, available locally. Ex¬ 





Types of mask 

Mukh mukha (face mask): Used on the 
face along with appropriate costume to 
match the specifications of the charac¬ 
ter. Examples are Bali, Sugreev , 
Garuda , Jatayu, etc. 

Lotokori mukha (middle mask): This 
mask has a face part and a body part. A 
part of the actor's body is covered 
while he can use his hands and feet 
easily. Examples are Marich, Subaru, 
Taraka, etc 

Bar mukha or Cho mukha (big mask): 
This mask is also called big mask as it 
covers the human body. Cho refers to 
hiding the natural body of an actor 
completely, from his head to feet. Ex¬ 
amples are Ravana, Narasimha, etc. 

rising mask-making. “We train peo¬ 
ple in mask-making, wood carving 
and sculpture. I have taught stu¬ 
dents not only from all over India 
but also from England, France and 
Israel among others. This proves 
that art can unify us irrespective of 
religion and region.” The SNA 
award, Goswami feels will go a long 
way in getting this art form recogni¬ 
tion at national and international 
level. 
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ANJANA RAJAN 


T he Indian diaspora in the 
U.S., as across the world, is 
famous for retaining its 
identity through its arts and 
food traditions. But while cui¬ 
sine attracts a widespread clien¬ 
tele, the Indian arts have consis¬ 
tently had more of a niche fan 
base, remaining below the radar 
of the mainstream media. The 
annual Drive East festival, now 
eight years old, is one effort to 
make a mark in this context by 
showcasing the best of India’s 
classical performance tradi¬ 
tions. The recently concluded 
2019 edition also drew attention 
to the journey of diaspora artists 
in the U.S. 

Founded by Sahasra Samba- 
moorthi and Sridhar Shanmu- 
gam. Drive East began in New 
York City but added a San Fran¬ 
cisco leg from 2018. The foun¬ 
ders’ aim is to provide an expe¬ 
rience of witnessing the arts at 
close proximity. While the San 
Francisco venue had a capacity 
of some 77 seats, the New York 
theatre was slightly larger at 110. 
Sahasra, a second generation 


Designs on the Diaspora Scenes from "Roopa In Flux" and "Unfiltered" at the Drive East festival ■ leo resplandor, anubhava 


couldn’t have imagined before.” 

It is like sitting near a lighted 
fire, says Sridhar, a medical doc¬ 
tor and a noted performer of 
Bharatanatyam and modern and 
post-modern dance. “The closer 
you go, the more you feel the 
glow. The dancers are sizzling 
and flaming, and when you sit 
there you get that warmth in 
you.” 

Many of the Indian classical 
arts, being associated with tem¬ 
ples, lend themselves to an inti¬ 
mate setting, he notes. The au¬ 
dience should feel privileged to 
attend such an event. 

Conscious choice 

Eminent Odissi dancer Bijayini 
Satpathy who gave meditative 
recitals in both cities, appre¬ 
ciates the small venues. Having 
danced with the Nrityagram En¬ 
semble in virtually all the large 
theatres across the world, she 
says, “I’ve made a conscious 
choice that I want to do solos, 
and in smaller theatres. The idea 
is to journey together with the 
audience. Not become the out¬ 
sider and present something.” 

Kathak duo Nirupama-Rajen- 
dra from Bangalore, who gave 
the San Francisco finale and ear¬ 
lier performed with their group 
at New York, could just as well 
have swept a much larger au- 


Small is supreme 

The power of small is apparent in Drive East. Besides Navatman's tiny 
team, seven to eight volunteers work year-round, and about 10 join the 
week of the festival for house management duties, box office, etc. 
Besides paid experts like light and sound engineers and theatre staff, a 
digital network - email, Instagram, whatsapp, video conferencing, web¬ 
sites, online booking systems - helps connect the volunteer base spread 
across the U.S. This partnership resulted in Drive East 2019 presenting 
some 25 groups from different countries, in 30 concerts across two weeks, 
in two cities on opposite coasts of the U.S. 

Nadhi Thekkak, coordinator for San Francisco, readily admits they can't 
claim to rise to all expectations, every time, but the passion is genuine and 
audience loyalty is growing. As Sumathi Vikram, her fellow SF coordinator 
who flew in from Texas, remarks, a major motivator is that the team puts 
"art first" rather than personal agendas. 


dience off its feet with their daz¬ 
zling tatkars and chakkars. But 
they also planned specially for 
the close interactions. “Indian 
classical dance essentially being 
a solo form and rasa-oriented, if 
presented in large auditoriums, 
requires a lot more pumping 
and padding and so many things 
- which we do,” laughs Nirupa- 
ma. In small venues, she ob¬ 
serves, the spectators and artists 
thrive on intensity and energy. 

Maybe one day “for attending 
this privileged 100-seat con¬ 
cert,” tickets might sell at 500 
dollars apiece, says Sridhar. “Be¬ 
cause we are looking at offering 
the best. And the best can be of¬ 
fered to [one] who wants the 
best.” 

Till then, however, budgeting 


is a challenge. Artists receive 50 
percent of box office proceeds 
and manage their own travel and 
accommodation. Some of the In¬ 
dia-based performers get sup¬ 
port from the Indian Council for 
Cultural Relations. Here Sridhar, 
who before settling in the U.S., 
travelled the world as principal 
male dancer in Chandralekha’s 
company besides working with 
other leading choreographers, 
makes an impassioned com¬ 
plaint. 

He disagrees with the ICCR’s 
policy of supporting only empa¬ 
nelled artists. This argument 
might not find many supporters, 
simply because there is such a 
backlog of empanelled profes¬ 
sionals waiting wanly for a tour 
abroad that allowing exceptions 


o 

Every single 
performance was just 
magnified in a way that I 
couldn’t have imagined 
before 
Sahasra 


Indian American Bharatana¬ 
tyam dancer and choreogra¬ 
pher, recalls that as a child she 
had seen some of India’s most 
renowned artists performing on 
big stages. It was only after she 
and Sridhar founded their dance 
company Navatman that one 
day, “He got some black curtains 
and some lights and trans¬ 
formed our studio, which 


looked smaller than this, into a 
theatre space.” They began host¬ 
ing performances there, and 
when she first saw Bharatana¬ 
tyam and Kathak and Carnatic 
music in such a setting she was 
“blown away,” says Sahasra. “In 
20-something years I’d never 
seen dance and music like that. 
Every single performance was 
just magnified in a way that I 


Spreading wings 


Artistes and organisers tell us what makes the Drive East 
festival unique in the cultural landscape 
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by funding those not empa¬ 
nelled would likely lead to even 
greater dissatisfaction all round. 
But he echoes a protest of many 
in the classical community when 
he exclaims, “Bollywood stars 
are sent here by the Government 
of India’s Ministry of External Af¬ 
fairs, [yet] they won’t support a 
festival like this - high quality 
work, people who have given 
their life to it!” 

Lack of support 

Sahasra clarifies, “I think the 
point is, we do this without sup¬ 
port from anybody - U.S. govern¬ 
ment, Indian government, priv¬ 
ate patronage. Nobody actually 
helps us create this work.” 

This year for the first time, 
some of the California-based 
performers were supported by 
Local Impact grants from the Ca¬ 
lifornia Arts Council. This ena¬ 
bled the Drive East team to 
boost, if marginally, the com¬ 
pensation given to those few, ex¬ 
plains Nadhi Thekkek, founder 
of Nava Dance Theatre that co¬ 
presented Drive East in San 
Francisco. 

As for local impact. Drive East 
is one of the few festivals, say 
participants, known for offering 
a platform to local practitioners 
of Indian classical arts. Artists in 
North America often complain 
that organisers prefer India- 
based practitioners, automati¬ 
cally assuming them to be of 
higher calibre. 

Drive East breaks the stereo¬ 
type, and this time, out of over 
30 performances, at least 14 fea¬ 
tured U.S.-based artists, many of 
them born and raised in the 
country. A heartening number 
of locally trained mridangists, 
violinists and nattuvanars also 
took the stage. The concerts 
bore testimony to the kind of en¬ 
gagement these artists bring to 
their chosen forms. 



Roopa Mahadevan of 
New York performed 
“Roopa in Flux”, belting 
out a “Carnatic-inspired” 
concert with pizzazz. 
First crediting her guru 
Asha Ramesh, Roopa 
mentions other 
inspirations, from 
Whitney Houston to Ella 
Fitzgerald and Jazmine 
Sullivan 



It is like sitting near a 
lighted fire. The closer 
you go, the more you 
feel the glow 
Sridhar 

Roopa Mahadevan of New 
York performed “Roopa in 
Flux”, belting out a “Carnatic-in¬ 
spired” concert with pizzazz. 
First crediting her guru Asha Ra¬ 
mesh, Roopa mentions other in¬ 
spirations, from Whitney Hous¬ 
ton to Ella Fitzgerald and 
Jazmine Sullivan. Her guru 
taught her “what it means to 
really embrace your classical 
training and learn to find your¬ 
self, find bhava and an emotion¬ 
al connection in a Carnatic re¬ 
pertoire,” says Roopa, who also 
took advanced training from Su- 
guna Varadachari in India. At the 
end of her concert she thanked 
Guru Asha in the audience, for 
“never judging” her experimen¬ 
tal forays. 

A disciple of D.K. Jayaraman 
and Nanganallur V. Ramanath- 
an, the San Jose-based Asha Ra¬ 
mesh, who left India three de¬ 
cades ago, also featured at Drive 
East, with a well appreciated, 
fairly conventional Carnatic con¬ 
cert that concluded with a rous¬ 
ing tillana in raga Rasikapriya 
dedicated to nature and drawing 
attention to climate change. 

Notable among the U.S.-born 
artists was Rasilca Kumar, a disci¬ 
ple and daughter of Guru Mythili 
Kumar. Her “Unfiltered” was a 
dramatic piece choreographed 
in Bharatanatyam around issues 
related to the Me Too movement 
and violence against women. 
American-born Sahasra and 
Nadhi were her co-dancers and 
Roopa the music composer. 

From breathing with Bijayini 
in the intensity of her Ramayana 
portrayal to shuddering as Rasi- 
lca and group tore the veil from 
what society prefers to cloak, 
the Drive East audiences were 
doubtless drawn into the artists’ 
world. For their part the artists, 
as Nirupama put it, could “feel 
the heart of the rasilca.” What 
better gift to offer tired souls 
amid the everyday frictions of ci¬ 
ty life? No wonder Sahasra says 
it is the transformation on the 
faces of the people as they leave 
the hall that makes Drive East 
worth all the effort. 


‘Hard work is more 
important than results’ 

For violinist Delhi R. Sridhar, winner of the prestigious Ustad 
Bismillah Khan Yuva Puraskar, the award is one more step 
towards excellence 


VENICATESAN SRIICANTH 


D elhi R. Sridhar, an ac¬ 
complished violinist 
and a recipient of ma¬ 
ny titles and awards of various 
organisations across the coun¬ 
try, is conferred with the San- 
geet Natalc Akademi's presti¬ 
gious Ustad Bismillah Khan 
Yuva Puraskar. The award is 
conferred upon artists below 
the age of 40 years with the 
objective of identifying and 
encouraging outstanding 
young talents in diverse fields 
of performing arts and giving 
them national recognition 
early in their life, so that they 
may work with greater com¬ 
mitment and dedication in 
their chosen fields. “I dedi¬ 
cate this award to my gurus 
who have shaped me,” says 
Sridhar. 

Sridhar started learning 
violin from the tender age of 
six. He says his parents initiat¬ 
ed him into the art form and 
that if elders tell something, 
he takes it at the face value 
and quietly listens. “That's 
how I have been brought up,” 
says the Delhi boy. 

Sridhar's first teacher was 
the popular Delhi-based violi¬ 
nist Kalaimamani V.S.K. Chalc- 
rapani. He also happens to be 
the first student of V.S.K. 
Chakrapani when he started 
his violin classes at the Delhi 
Tamil Sangam. While de¬ 
scribing his first guru, Srid¬ 
har says that he was a hard¬ 
core purist and always 
opined that for a violin ac¬ 
companiment one should 
play for a shorter duration 
as compared to the vocalist, 
but within this duration, 
one should also produce 
all that was sung by 
the vocalist. 

Talking about 
the long sessions 
of classes, which 
on a typical 
Sunday would 
go on from 7.30 
am till 12.30 pm, 

Sridhar says that 
his guru used to be 
very serious in the 
classes and is a 
strict teacher. Re¬ 
calling an interesting ; 
episode, Sridhar says 
that while he was being test¬ 
ed for the senior scholarship 


of Ministry of Culture years 
back, an examiner asked him 
to play alpana of the raga 
Kamboji. He at once played a 
brief sketch of the raga which 
got ingrained in him after he 
heard his Guru Chakrapani 
play during one of his accom¬ 
paniment. “I played the 
sketch exactly, and did not 
know anything beyond that! 
But, that brief sketch was re¬ 
flective of the complete fea¬ 
tures of the raga and I was se¬ 
lected for the scholarship," 
gushes a grateful Sridhar. 

Sridhar gave his arange- 
trum (first public perfor¬ 
mance) in the year 1999 and 
slowly and steadily the boy 
blossomed to provide violin 
accompaniment even to stal¬ 
warts in the field of music in¬ 
cluding Dr. Balamurali Krish¬ 
na, T. V. Sankaranarayanan, 
T.V. Gopala Krishnan, Suguna 
Varadachary, Dr. S. Sowmya, 
Neyveli R. Santhanagopalan 
and Seetha Narayanan. Be¬ 
sides, he also started giving 
solo violin performances in 
prestigious music festivals. 

On the academic front, 
Sridhar is an engineering 
graduate and even worked for 
some time with an IT compa¬ 
ny in Chennai. Reflecting on 
his days in south India, Srid¬ 
har says that he is thankful 


that he got the company of 
like-minded friends who were 
also learning violin during 
those days. “This gradually 
kindled in me the desire to 
learn more weighty composi¬ 
tions. I also felt that if I could 
learn from a vocalist, I could 
play better in the gayalci style 
and therefore I started to 
learn from the Late Alchila 
Krishnan of Delhi,” explains 
Sridhar. He adds that this Gu¬ 
ru would guide him about 
how to structure a concert - 
what to take up and what not 
to. 

Sridhar has a number of 
disciples in Delhi and adjoin¬ 
ing areas who are learning the 
art form from him. On how he 
got into teaching, Sridhar says 
that he started to help his Gu¬ 
ru Chakrapani during his 
classes for junior students and 
that is how he picked up inter¬ 
est in teaching. Besides, he al¬ 
so remembers the late Gayath- 
ri Ramachandran who 
insisted that he should train 
students in this field. 

What does Sridhar have to 
say to the young aspirants in 
the field of music? “Hard work 
is more important than re¬ 
sults. I do not come from a 
music family. If I can achieve 
something in the field, anyone 
can,” signs off Sridhar. 
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Mind Your Yoga 

What are internal 
rewards? 


Winning them is key to healthy living 


A.G. MOHAN AND DR. GANESH 
MOHAN 


Positive 
change is 
closely tied 
to motiva¬ 
tion and re¬ 
ward. After 
all, we are unlikely to be commit¬ 
ted to change without anticipat¬ 
ing some desired outcome. There 
are a few simple yet useful ways to 
classify and understand that de¬ 
sired outcome. 

For instance, that reward can 
be internal or external. 

Internal rewards are outcomes 
in our own bodies and minds. Ex¬ 
amples of internal rewards could 
be feeling lighter in body, calmer 
in mind, balanced energy 
through the day, improved sleep 
quality, better digestion, positive 
emotions, etc. External rewards 
are related to outcomes outside of 
us, such as money, job, posses¬ 
sions, status and relationships. 
Mostly, we don’t need to be given 
examples of these - these are 
usually what we are taught to 
work toward, most of our lives, 
from when we are children. 

More reliable 

This discussion is not about a mo¬ 
ral choice between external and 
internal rewards. Both are accep¬ 
table motivations. Rather, the 
point to ponder is which is more 
useful to our well-being when we 
try to make positive changes. One 
important distinction is that ex¬ 
ternal rewards are less stable and 
more dependent on circumstanc¬ 
es. Internal rewards tend to be 
under our control more reliably. 

Also, internal rewards such as 
improved states of body and mind 
lead us to a better life experience 
consistently. After all, in the ab¬ 
sence of internal well-being it is 
difficult to experience well-being 
through changes in external cir¬ 
cumstances alone. The best op¬ 
tion is to cultivate a combination 
of internal and external rewards, 
but with an emphasis more on the 



internal than the external. 

For example, if we choose to 
join a couple of our friends and 
exercise in the morning, it is 
worthwhile to set both internal 
and external goals. The external 
goals could be based on perfor¬ 
mance metrics in our exercise 
routine: how many times we are 
able to repeat an exercise, how 
much we are able to lift or push, 
how fast we are able to move, etc. 
The internal rewards could be 
about feeling strength and light¬ 
ness in the body, the increased 
energy we experience throughout 
the day, the positive feelings that 
we nurture in ourselves through 
companionship with our friends, 
etc. 

Another point to ponder is that 
some results can feel positive in 
the short-term, but not truly help 
us in the long-term. The long¬ 
term rewards may not be appa¬ 
rent immediately, but as they con¬ 
tinue to accumulate, they may 
have a greater impact on the qual¬ 
ity of our life in ways that we don’t 
experience right away. It is vital 
that we learn to appreciate the re¬ 
wards that are more healthful, 
which may not happen imme¬ 
diately, as opposed to the rewards 
that are not so helpful, but which 
may be accessible right away. 

For example, it may feel satisfy¬ 
ing or rewarding to stay up a little 
longer and check emails or social 
media late at night. There is re¬ 
ward or gratification in this activi¬ 
ty of staying awake and catching 
up with our digital life. If we go to 
bed earlier, we miss out on this 
immediate gratification, but we 
experience a different reward in 
sleeping better and waking up 
earlier. This will leave us feeling 
more energetic and well the next 
day. Setting useful goals or re¬ 
wards for ourselves is a skill, key 
to sustainable and beneficial 
change - it is an important tool to 
accelerate our progress toward 
greater well-being. 


The writers are yoga practitioners and 
authors of several books 




Hidden in the Himalayas 

Kashmir - the lush valley 
owes it to a sage 

Heeding Kashyapa’s prayers, three celestial rivers gushed to make 
the barren region fertile 


J. RAMANAN AND VRINDA 
RAMANAN 

Kashmir, 
the 

crowning 
glory of 
our coun¬ 
try, was, 
originally a huge body of water. 
An interesting narrative in the 
Nilmata Purana describes the 
origin of this valley from the Sa- 
tisar Lake. The demon Jalodhb- 
hava was blessed with immor¬ 
tality by Lord Brahma, as long 
as he was in the waters of the Sa- 
tisar lake. His demonic beha¬ 
viour towards the Nagas and the 
humans in the valley forced 
Sage Kashyapa and his son Nila 
to seek help from Lord Vishnu. 
The mighty God emptied the Sa- 
tisaras and destroyed the asura 
with his chakrayudha (discus). 
With all the water drained from 
the valley. Sage Kashyap ap¬ 
proached the three Devis - Par- 
vathi, Lakshmi and Saraswathi 
- beseeching them to flow 
down from the heavens. Par- 
vathi surged out as Vitastha 
(Jhelum), originating from the 
Verinag spring in the Pir Panjal 
range; Goddess Lakshmi cas¬ 
caded as the Veshaw River and 
Mata Saraswathi flowed down 
as the Rumbiara River reviving 
the lifeless place. This lush val¬ 
ley came to be named as Kash¬ 
mir (Kashyapa’s lake) after Sage 
Kashyapa. 

Kashmir, even today, conti¬ 
nues to be the abode of several 
rivers and lakes. The jewel of 
Kashmir, the Dal Lake, and its 
four basins - Gagribal, Lolcut 
Dal, Bod Dal and Nigeen - are 
famous for their floating vegeta¬ 


ble gardens and colourful shika- 
ras. The largest freshwater 
Lake, the Wular, also contri¬ 
butes to the fertility of the 
valley. 

The water bodies 

Starting from the pretty hamlet 
of Sarbal, near Sonamarg, locat¬ 
ed on the banks of the River 
Sindh, one has to hike up to the 
Durinar meadows to reach the 
Durinar lake - a crystal clear 
blue lake that is safely con¬ 
cealed among giant granite 
spires. The Nilnag lake lies 
further up in the Thejwas range. 
From here on, trudging over 
steep snowy slopes and ice 
fields of the Kolohai glacier one 
would reach Barafsar (frozen 
lake), the highest alpine lake of 
the Kashmir valley situated at 


4,605 mts. Although, L. Watts 
discovered this lake in 1933, it 
was brought to public notice on¬ 
ly in 2017. From this vantage 
point one can see the fascinat¬ 
ing 5,425 m tallest peak of Kash¬ 
mir, Mt. Kolohai (Gwash Brari or 
the Goddess of light), the Sindh 
Valley, the Lidder Valley, Zoji 
La, Whalehead, Crystal Peak, 
Innominate and many more. 

These water bodies and gla¬ 
ciers feed the Sarbal Nallah, 
which connects with the Sindh 
before uniting with River Jhe¬ 
lum, the lifeline of Kashmir. The 
Thejwas Baltal wildlife Sanctu¬ 
ary is located in this area and is 
home to the critically endan¬ 
gered Markhor. 


The writers are ace photographers 
known for their travelogues 



Pristine height (Above) Way to Barafsar Lake. (Top) Nilnag Lake 
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Going Native 

A many-tiered affair 


Telling Voices 

Empathy Gym 


A new collection of poems provides a nuanced perspective on the life of a father 
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SHAFEY KIDWAI 


T hough scriptures and 
ancient literary texts 
equate the domineer¬ 
ing father with the omnipre¬ 
sence of God, the image of 
father across cultures conti¬ 
nues to be that of estrange¬ 
ment and hostility. Despite 
being instrumental in ensur¬ 
ing the well-being of the fa¬ 
mily, father symbolises emo¬ 
tional rapture, the most 
entitled living and the object 
of fear, instead of love, com¬ 
passion and longing. 

It is what Kafkaesque un¬ 
iverse comprising “Letter to 
his father”, “The Judge¬ 
ment” and “The Metamor¬ 
phosis” and poems on father 
by Sylvia Plath. Mark Irwin, 
Robert Haden and several 
other equally distinguished 
poets articulate, but it does 
not go well with the literary 
traditions of India. 

Contrarily, the memory of 
even overbearing father 
leaves many Hindi poets mis¬ 
ty-eyed. Oppression, brutali¬ 
ty, ambivalence, caring and 
compassion enliven his per¬ 
sonality, and father is equally 
heartbreaking and heart 
warming. An anthology 
“Prem Pita ka dikhai nahi de- 
ta” (Love of the father re¬ 
mains invisible) showcases 
it. Astutely edited by a pro¬ 
mising Hindi poet Kumar 
Anupam, it is published by 
Vijaya Books, Delhi. 

Everyday life 

The collection carrying more 
than 200 poems by 142 pro¬ 
minent Hindi poets provides 
a nuanced and substantial 
glimpse into the everyday life 
of a person who is pilloried 
for his spotty record. The 
poems, some of them per¬ 
ception-altering ones, go 
well beyond generalised 



Kumar Anupam also included 
Nida Fazli's Urdu poem on the 
death of the father. In Urdu 
literature, father is always held 
in high esteemKumar Anupam 
also included Nida Fazli's Urdu 
poem on the death of the father. 
In Urdu literature, father is 
always held in high esteem 


common sense and try to 
produce an evocative por¬ 
trayal of struggles, despair, 
success and hope of a person 
who relentlessly oversees the 
family affairs. 

The poems span a spec¬ 
trum of feelings while locat¬ 
ing father in the social web of 
human relationship in which 
the presence of the mother 
provides emotional succour 
to everyone, and she emerg¬ 
es as a family therapist. Ku¬ 
mar Anupam who bagged 
the Sahitya Akademi’s young 
author award, usher us into a 
world through a perceptive 
selection of poems where 
the oft-cited image of the 
father surfaces is replaced 
with that of a forgotten eve¬ 
ryday hero. 

Tracing the staggering 
depiction of the father in Ve¬ 
das, Ramayana, Mahabhara- 
ta and other epics, Anupam 
says, “In the old scriptures it 
is the father, not the mother 
who was integrated with God 
and the Rigveda urges God to 
be as simple and accessible 
as the father. The father is al¬ 
ways depicted as affectionate 
and affable, and he resem¬ 
bles the fire. Kalidas equates 
him with the king time and 
again." 

The book opens with a 
heart-wrenching elegy that 
was composed by renowned 
poet Suryakant Tripathi Ni- 


rala to mourn the death of 
his daughter, and a touching 
send-off follows it to his 
daughter by Makhan Lai Cha- 
turvedi. Trilochan's three la¬ 
conic poems wrapped in in¬ 
tense imagery demonstrate 
his layered emotional bond 
with the father. 

For Harivansh Rai Bach- 
chan, the poet and artist’s le¬ 
gacy has nothing to do with 
biological off-springs, and 
whosoever care for books, 
amazing stones, disfigured 
images or artefacts will be 
his heirs 

Agyeya’s poem “Cheeni 
chai Pete hue” (Sipping Chi¬ 
nese tea) conjures a distinct 
feeling for the father though 
the narrator initially seems 
to be wary of remembering 
him. "Do you ever think 
about your father while sip¬ 
ping tea. It is not good to re¬ 
flect on fathers. It exposes 
you completely. We could 
have become different. Had 
we been different; we would 
have come closer to the 
father. 

Not many know that the 
eminent critic and literary 
theorist Namwar Singh did 
compose poetry, but the vol¬ 
ume carries his poignantly 
rendered poem on his fath¬ 
er's birthday. 

Unpretentious and sym¬ 
pathetic meditations on the 
interconnectedness between 


father and son by prominent 
Hindi poets such as Nagar- 
jun, Muktibodh, Sarveshwar 
Dayal Saxena, Kedar Nath 
Agarwal , Raghuvir Sahai, 
Kunwar Narian, Asholc Baj- 
pai, Leela Dhar Jagudi, Arun 
Kamal, Vishnu Khare, Man- 
glesh Dabral Rajesh Joshi 
Leela Dhar Mandloi, Vishnu 
Nagar, Ibaar Rabbi, Om Nis- 
chal, Madhav Kaushik and 
the like feature in the anthol¬ 
ogy. 

Jitender Srivastva’s two 
poems divulge the most inti¬ 
mate relationship between 
father and daughter and in¬ 
nocence and buoyant enthu¬ 
siasm of being the father of 
daughters do portend well 
for the family; they create an 
immediate sense of emotion¬ 
al fulfilment. 

Human relationship hard¬ 
ly lessened the scourge of pa¬ 
triarchy. Kumar Anupam 
does try to understand the 
various forms of societal pa¬ 
triarchy through the lens of 
oppression - weary female 
narrators. How could a car¬ 
ing father create emotional 
anguish and deafening si¬ 
lence? Savita Singh, a cele¬ 
brated poet creatively articu¬ 
lates this pertinent question 
and marriage without con¬ 
sent becomes a metaphor for 
trauma, and it inflicts a 
wound that never heals. The 
loving daughters are im¬ 
pelled to behave like a griev¬ 
ing person: “How daughters 
still love their fathers; they 
who render them homeless / 
Midway their lives ./Fathers, 
who push them into the un¬ 
fathomable darkness od dis¬ 
possession/ How strange it 
truly is, before whom our 
necks stay bowed the most/ 
Are the ones who beheaded 
us after all” ( Loving daught¬ 
ers translated by Medha 
Singh) 

Death of the father 

Kumar Anupam also includ¬ 
ed Nida Fazli's Urdu poem on 
the death of the father. In Ur¬ 
du literature, father is always 
held in high esteem. Recent¬ 
ly, a distinguished Urdu poet 
Suhail Kakorvi jotted down a 
full-length book, partly in 
verse, "My father lives in 
hearts". For Suhail, his father 
was a source of creative in¬ 
spiration. 

The collection spans a 
spectrum of feelings and res¬ 
onates with euphoric ele¬ 
ments of family life and make 
us realise that the bond with 
the father is a many-tiered af¬ 
fair. 


Jamil Zaki, author of “The War 
For Kindness: Building Empathy 
In A Fractured World”, reveals 
how his parents’ divorce made 
him realise that people can be 
fundamentally different from 
each other for fundamentally 
similar reasons 

SUDHAMAHI REGUNATHAN 


J amil Zaki, author of “The War For Kindness: 
Building Empathy In A Fractured World”, says, 
“I love fiction because it really allows us to effort¬ 
lessly voyage into the lives of other people and not 
just see them from the outside but from the inside. 
There's a fair amount of evidence now that the more 
fiction that people read, the more empathic they be¬ 
come. Number of correlational studies show that 
children who read lots of storybooks versus those 
who read less fiction become more empathic. And 
that holds for adults also. Unfortunately for me, 
reading nonfiction like scientific articles, not that 
helpful...there's also some experimental evidence 
that even small doses of fiction produce small but re¬ 
liable improvements in people's empathy. And I 
think this is especially impor¬ 
tant because fiction is one of 
the most powerful ways to 
connect with people who are 
different from us who maybe 
we might not have a chance 
to meet otherwise. And like¬ 
wise, there's some evidence 
for instance that when peo¬ 
ple read novelistic, vivid ac¬ 
counts of the experiences of 
Arab Americans or people of different gender identi¬ 
ties than themselves, they form greater empathy for 
those other groups.” 

Zaki says, ‘People tend to gravitate towards ideas 
that have made an impact on their life. And I think 
for me, empathizing with my parents was a survival 
skill that I needed just to sort of keep my family to¬ 
gether at some level.” Zaki’s parents began their di¬ 
vorce when he was eight and finished when he was 
twelve. That period was tough till he began treating 
it like an empathy gym, says Zaki”...it taught me at a 
much broader level that people can be fundamen¬ 
tally different from each other for fundamentally si¬ 
milar reasons. My parents had totally different va¬ 
lues not because one of them was wrong or because 
one of them was a bad person but because of the 
lives that they had lived and the experiences that 
they had had and the things that had hurt them and 
helped them along the way. I think that this is a les¬ 
son that I try to impart to all of my students as well is 
that, you know, often times when we encounter so¬ 
meone who's different from ourselves and has an 
opinion or a viewpoint maybe that we even abhor, 
it's easy to just view them as being either obtuse or 
dishonest or both. But that's a mistake. It's someth¬ 
ing that psychologists call naive realism, the idea 
that your version of the world is the world. And I 
think that empathy at a deep level is the understand¬ 
ing that someone else's world is just as real as 
yours.” 

Zaki asserts, “In many cases, empathy benefits all 
parties involved. Patients of empathic doctors are 
more satisfied and also more likely to follow their 
advice. Spouses of empathic partners are happier... 
people who experience empathy for others also be¬ 
nefit. It's not just receiving it, but giving it helps us 
too.” 
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Quick Five: Bosco Martis 

Step up 


Tribute 

Master of grace 


ATIF KHAN 


Remembering Khayyam through an incident that reflects his childlike simplicity 


C horeographer Bosco Martis shot to fame with 
“Senorita” which won him and Caeser Gon¬ 
salves the National Award for best choreogra¬ 
phy in 2011. Known for choreographing popular 
songs such as “Chor Bazari” and “Aunty Ji”, these 
days Bosco is appearing as a judge in Zee TV’s dance 
reality show, “Dance India Dance”. Bosco will also 
helm a yet-to-be-titled dance film. “We are trying to 
mount the film with Zee Studios. It is a dance-horror 
comedy. I am working on it,” he said. 

Excerpts: 

Tell us about your association with “Dance In¬ 
dia Dance”. 

I think it is a good platform to explore dance . The 
talent on the show is exceptional. It has brought vis¬ 
ibility to dancers and many participants have become 
stars. Branding and exposure come handy when so¬ 
meone opts for this profession. The show gives op¬ 
portunity to reach out to millions of audience. Con¬ 
testants are bringing innovations in the dance forms 
as well as they are very rooted in the India tradition. 

In the age of social media when dancers are 
uploading their videos on the Internet, do you 
think dance shows are 
relevant? 

Television gives you a larger 
than life spectrum. It gives you 
that positioning and branding 
which is required for establish¬ 
ing a name for yourself. I agree 
that phones have become easily 
accessible and a personalised 
commodity. When you look 
around, every person has a 
phone but not everybody is hav¬ 
ing television. But that applies to 
singers and actors as well. It de¬ 
pends on what the audience 
wants to consume. Social media 
platforms are important for ar¬ 
tists to showcase their talent and 
share a slice of their life. It is one 
on one interaction. I believe that 
both the media have to go hand in hand. The flavour 
of television is also very important. You can see there 
is a demand. That is why every broadcaster has one 
dance show. 

How important is the inculcation of regional 
and classical dance forms in such shows? 

They are very important to keep our culture alive 
but the sad part is the audiences do not always accept 
them. They need to be educated about such forms. 
Also, the classical dance forms are regimented and do 
not allow fusion and exploration. If such things are al¬ 
lowed, it will be an enjoyable process. It is essential to 
find a newer way of presenting traditional forms. 

Indian forms emphasise on facial expressions 
while western is more about body kinetics... 

Indian forms are very educational. I get excited 
when I see Indian forms especially Kathak and Odissi 
as they have body movements but the focus is also on 
emotions on the face. We should see dance as an ex¬ 
pression - be it western or Indian. As long as you are 
playing a character and you are reaching out with a 
story to somebody, it is dance. Every form has a fla¬ 
vour of its own. 

As a choreographer how do you use different 
forms in film songs? 

I think storytelling has changed considerably. Now 
it not necessary to have song and dance as not every 
story demands it. We come in majorly for perfor¬ 
mance numbers which were earlier called item num¬ 
bers. I have to do a break down in my head to com¬ 
municate with the team as they should know what I 
want. I do a break down to a point where the things 
are discernible. I plan a range of shots that I want and 
the way I want to tell a story. 




DEEPAK MAHAAN 


T he master weaver of sil¬ 
ken notes is no more 
but Khayyam conti¬ 
nues to live in our hearts 
through his compositions 
that fused subliminal sereni¬ 
ty within rare notes of musi¬ 
cal grace. A musician of ex¬ 
traordinary prowess, 

Khayyam wove words within 
an intricate pattern of deli¬ 
cate notes, giving simplest of 
songs an inexpressible pow¬ 
er that beheld the listeners 
for generations. When the 
angry young man was pump¬ 
ing bullets into the literary 
tradition of Hindi film music, 
it was Khayyam who soothed 
the nerves of the agitated au¬ 
dience with songs that had 
the soul of the classical and 
shell of the popular. When 
many laboured for a rare 
ovation, Khayyam earned 
plaudits across decades. 
From “Shaam e Gham Ki Ka- 
sam” ( “Footpath”, 1953) to 
Aye Dil-e- Naadan ( “Razia 
Sultan”, 1983), he continued 
to provide balm to wounded 
souls and incorrigible ro¬ 
mantics. 

Everyone is aware of Khay¬ 
yam’s magnificent lineage of 
songs. I’d like to pay tribute 
to his humane persona by 
sharing an incident that mir¬ 
rors childlike simplicity of 
the master composer. 

The death of his grown-up 
son Pradeep in 2012 and the 
ensuing illness of his wife 
Jagjit Kaur took a great toll on 
Khayyam’s strength. On ma¬ 
ny occasions, thereafter, 
whenever I paid him a cour¬ 
tesy call, Khayyam would lar¬ 
gely remain silent and I un¬ 
derstood that his pain was 
too excruciating to bear or 
share. It was as if he was 
afraid to open his heart, lest 
his wounds exhibit ‘blood’ 
and obviously, it was a bit of 
a surprise when one morn¬ 
ing in February 2016, my mo- 


Songs that heal Khayyam ■ pti 

bile flashed Khayyam’s name 
and I heard an unusually 
cherubic Khayyam praising 
my writing in a hearty man¬ 
ner. Speaking at not just an 
unusual pitch but also a 
much rapid pace led Khay¬ 
yam to breathlessness 
though his exultations exud¬ 
ed a series of blessings for 
my writing a great article 
about him. This perplexed 
me as I had not written 
anything about him after my 
piece “Music... between Si¬ 
lence and Speech” published 
in The Hindu in February 
2013 and I wondered what 
had got in him to shower me 
with such appreciation! 

Amidst this confusion, he 
invited me home and I happi¬ 
ly obliged him with a visit the 
same morning. I then learnt 
that the great Khayyam had 
received a phone call from 
the equally versatile and 
humble A. R. Rahman, laud¬ 
ing his enchanting songs. But 
where did I fit in? The se¬ 
quence explained by Khay¬ 


yam in his exuberant mood 
went something like this: it 
seems the Chennai-based ge¬ 
nius chanced upon my said 
article and enthused by what 
he read about Khayyam, 
Rahman listened to several 
of Khayyam’s compositions 
late into the night. 

Wonderful compositions 

So enamoured was Rah¬ 
man by those songs that he 
promptly called up Khayyam 
next morning and lauded his 
wonderful compositions in 
such a delightful manner 
that Khayyam was not just 
floored but also spurred out 
of his long-distressed state of 
gloom. Those caring words 
by the Oscar winner brought 
such joy to Khayyam and his 
wife that they beamed from 
ear to ear. 

As a nation, Indians do lit¬ 
tle to encourage brilliance 
and it is for this reason that a 
talent like Khayyam received 
far less films than many of 
his younger contemporaries. 


However, Rahman's humble 
gesture revealed not just the 
humility and greatness of the 
young composer but also the 
painful void that had irked 
Khayyam like any mortal hu¬ 
man being. 

Though Khayyam’s output 
from 60 odd films as well as 
his non-film creations out¬ 
shine many of his contem¬ 
poraries in terms of musical 
texture, finesse and popular¬ 
ity, what is not realised is 
that if Khayyam’s songs live 
eternally in people’s memo¬ 
ry, it is because they are crea¬ 
tions of intense love, intros¬ 
pection and genuine 
devotion to classical music. 

Khayyam lost many films 
because of his aversion to 
compose songs with abusive 
or intemperate language and 
late poet Naqsh Lyallpuri 
once told me “it was akin to 
sin for Khayyam and he 
turned down many an exor¬ 
bitantly remunerative offer” 
since it went against his eth¬ 
ics or ibaadat (prayer to Al¬ 
mighty). It was this extraor¬ 
dinary strength of character 
that made this humble man 
and his devoted wife stand 
against the tides of time yet 
gift away their a significant 
portion of their wealth for 
the sake of daily workers of 
film industry. 

Talat Aziz, the eminent 
ghazal singer who has been 
made trustee of the fund 
that’ll help the needy perpe¬ 
tually, believes “not many 
have the courage to live by 
their principles like Khay¬ 
yam did nor does everyone 
face trouble with courage” 
but smile with childlike sim¬ 
plicity. That is why Khay¬ 
yam’s music will live long as 
it is imbued with humane 
wisdom and graceful dignity. 
Wonder if we will see any 
more of such “true and 
pure” creators for whom 
principles mattered more 
than lucre of money. 


IN BRIEF 

Krishna leela 

With an experience of 
half-a-century in teaching 
Kuchipudi, Guru Seetha 
Nagajothy performs after 
almost 35 years at CSOI 
auditorium, Vinay Marg, 
Chanakyapuri where her 
and her husband Guru Sri 
P Nagajothy’s senior disci¬ 
ples will present Kuchipu¬ 
di Krishnarpanam at 6.30 
p.m. on 25th August. They 
will be showcasing various 


choreographic pieces 
along with traditional re¬ 
pertoire of Kuchipudi ded¬ 
icated to and invoking 
Lord Krishna just as cele¬ 
brations of Krishnajana- 
mashtami comes to end 
this year. 

Shriram Bharatiya 
Kala Kendra presents 
the mesmerising dance 
drama of “Krishna”, dep¬ 
icting the fascinating per¬ 
sona’s life, abounding 


with legends, myths, mi¬ 
racles and adulation, over 
a span of three thousand 
years at Kamani Auditori¬ 
um Copernicus Marg, 
New Delhi. To enhance 
the visual appeal of the 
show, the Kendra is using 
the LED wall for the first 
time. The two-and-half 
hour-long production will 
commence at 3 p.m. and 
6.30pm on 23rd and 24th, 
August. 



Students of Guru Seetha Nagajothy in 
performance 
















